Training Children To Listen To Your Voice
David Reynolds


"...the Lord called Samuel and he answered, here am Speak for thy servant heareth" 
(I Samuel 3: 4, 10).

Children need parents who are willing to tell them exactly what conduct is needed, when it is needed and are willing to take action to enforce these request. Children need parents who will train them to obey when the parent speaks.

Parents need to talk less and act more:

I once had a father share with me that he had to speak to his son six times—and his son then would obey, only when the father started to get out of his chair. This should have told him something.

Whatever you do after the sixth time you speak do after the first and you will save a lot of breath and frustration.

My dear mother threatened often and carried through only when she got angry. Dad rarely got angry but carried through often. You can guess which one was more readily obeyed.
I usually speak no more than two times. The first is a request, the second a command. When I use the command voice the voice changes so there is no doubt as to it's meaning.

Parents need to let the tone reinforce the message: One night as I was coming out of church one of our good sisters was heard to say.

"MATTHEW JOSEPH SMITH! YOU COME HERE!"

When her son was out of hearing range I said. "I heard you use your 'I mean it voice'."
She replied, "I meant it!"

My son who was standing behind me said, "Mine is RICHARD!"
I asked, "Is it?"

He replied, "Yes, when you say RICHARD, you really mean it. I don't like it when you call me Richard. I want to be Richie."

3. Parents should not raise their voice when giving instructions:

"You cannot train a horse with shouts and expect it to obey a whisper" (Dogobert D. Runes).

You do not need to raise your voice to get obedience. Usually the parents who repeat their commands five and six times find their volume increasing each time, until they are yelling from frustration. It is this frustration that finally rouses them to action. But the action now is hurtful because it is done in anger.

4. Parents should never use the voice as a destructive instrument of punishment:

Never destroy the self-esteem or dignity of a child by harsh or degrading language. I have heard parents make statements such as: "Why did you do that? You're just stupid!"

Words such as these are really child abuse! It is verbal abuse and creates wounds that never heal. They hurt much more than a spanking ever does.

5. Parents should never use the voice to argue with a child:

Many times we allow ourselves to be pulled into a debate. We hope that our reasoning will somehow cause the child to change his mind. It will not work.

All you will do is lower yourself, tarnish your authority and frustrate your child. Talking back is encouraged when parents lower themselves to do battle with their voice.

We should train our children to listen to us the first time we speak—not because of the volume, nor the anger in our voice; but because of the action that comes if our commands are not obeyed.

We should always speak in a kind, but firm voice; in language which leaves no doubt what action is required on the part of the child. Speak in an 'I mean it' tone—that leaves not doubt that you will take firm action if the command is not obeyed.

Our voice should always convey our love and respect for our children. We should expect the same in return. Our voice should communicate what we expect, when we expect it, and the reasons for our expectations.

Training Your Toddler To Stay In The Sanctuary

“And all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their children" (II Chronicles 20:13).

I cannot help but notice so many of our mothers with toddlers out in the vestibules and restrooms—training their toddlers to love vestibules and restrooms. I then see many others who try to stay in church training their children to hate church.

I sat behind a young lady last week, who was training her toddler to dislike church. The little girl was acting quite normal for a one year old. The young mother, not knowing this, was creating her own problem.

The mother was trying to worship exuberantly—which was good. While doing this she ignored the toddler, which was bad—for the little girl was investigating things all around her.
Suddenly, the mother would remember she had a girl, turn around, grab her, lifting her by one arm (which is child abuse), slap her face, jiggle her a bit and then plunk her down on the chair—then go back to worshipping. She would at other times grab the child and head for the vestibule. Two minutes later she would rush back in, the child's face wet with tears—and the process started over. This was not training.

Toddlers do have legitimate needs which we must meet before we can train. At times, toddlers need to be changed; we all agree this needs to be done quickly, in the rest room. Toddlers desire drink. The parent, however, does not have to take them out—but rather can provide a small container of water. Toddlers, at times, need to be disciplined for self-will and direct disobedience. For this they need a spanking—in private. This can be done quickly and firmly to the seat of understanding and the child brought back in.

Training a child to love and stay in church takes time and attention. Training takes a plan. Training takes a parent consistently carrying out the plan. Training takes love. Training also takes patience on the part of the parent, as well as the saints all around them.

How then do you train your toddler to love and stay in church? 

	First, you, the parent, must train yourself to stay in the sanctuary. If you run in and out to the restroom and for water; your child will desire and do the same. Before church make it a family ritual, to go—and to get.


	Never train a toddler to love and enjoy the foyer. If you allow them to run and have fun out there, you will find this will appeal to their immature flesh. If, on the other hand, you make these trips short, uninteresting, and even unpleasant—and make the time in the sanctuary pleasant and loving, they will desire to be in church.


	Always remember a child will get your attention by being naughty—if they cannot get it by being nice. Also, remember that the way they received what they desired as a baby was to cry and scream. You must turn this around. Do not reward screaming. Catch them doing the correct thing in church and pay attention to it.


	During worship times use and encourage the child's need for activity. Pentecostals have a built in advantage. We can include even the toddler in singing, clapping, standing, lifting hands and praising God. We do not ignore them or leave them on the seat to amuse themselves—we include them.


	During the message we play on the child's strong need for love and attention. While the preaching is taking place we rock them or rub their back and arms. We cuddle and hold them close. You can even provide a very special Bible picture book which can only be looked at during the preaching. You can pay attention to the sermon and still give them the strokes they love and crave.


Remember, you train toddlers as you give them loving attention before and during the times they are doing what you desire. You train toddlers to stay in the sanctuary by making it interesting and loving in the church and unpleasant and boring in the vestibule or restroom.
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