Lesson Eleven
The Return From Exile
A.	THE LENGTH OF TIME FORETOLD: Scriptural Reference:
	"For thus saith the Lord, that after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place" (Jeremiah 29:10).
It was this prophecy of Jeremiah that caused Daniel to seek God in prayer and fasting as recorded in Daniel chapter nine.

B.	KING CYRUS:
The document heralding a new era for the Jews came not from a Jewish lawgiver or prophet, but from the decree of a Gentile king.
	Cyrus the Great captured Babylon in 538 BC. 
	He was a brilliant conqueror and became ruler of the largest empire in history up to that time.
Cyrus was noble in character.
	The edict of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-4) came in his first year of reign.
 The main terms of this edict may be state thus:
1.	The Temple at Jerusalem was to be rebuilt.
2.	The cost was to come from Cyrus' own treasury.
3.	There were certain specifications that had to be met regarding the building of the Temple.
4.	All Jews who wished to do so could return home.
5.	Jews who wanted to remain in Babylon were to assist with financial contributions.
6.	Gold and silver vessels taken by Nebuchadnezzar were to be returned to Jerusalem.
C. ZERUBBABEL:
The first return took place shortly after this edict of Cyrus was issued.
The first migration was under the leadership of Sheshbazzar called a "prince of Judah" (Ezra 1:8).
In Ezra 2, it is indicated that the number was 42,360 besides 7,337 servants, nearly 50,000 in all. 
	Under the direction of Zerubbabel and Joshua, one year later they began to rebuild the Temple. 
D.	KING DARIUS:
He was one of the greatest of the Persian rulers, a descendent of Cyrus. 
	The Temple was finished soon after, and the Passover observed. 
	This was in the sixth year of Darius (Ezra 6:15), twenty years after the work had started.
About the time the Temple was completed, the Babylonians rebelled and the city was destroyed. 
	It soon was so desolate as to be scarcely recognized, fulfilling the prophecy in Isaiah 13:19-21.
E.	EZRA:
During the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes, the second return took place. 
	Ezra, a descendent of Aaron, led this. He was an able teacher of the Law (Ezra 7:6, 10).
	Ezra's chief objective was to re-establish fully the Law of Moses. 
	Ezra's greatest contribution was the editing and publishing of the Book of the Law. 
At this time the practice of building synagogues began. 
	About this time, the "traditions of the fathers" began to be observed.
F. THE PROBLEM OF INTERMARRIAGE: (Ezra 9:1-15).
One of the greatest problems facing Ezra was the intermarriage of many Jews with idolatrous wives.
	When Ezra was told of this, he rent his clothes and pulled hair from his head. 
	It was decided that the marriages should be dissolved. 
Lesson Eleven
Self Help Test
A. Who were the following men?
1.	Zerubbabel -
2.	Ezra -
3.	Cyrus -
4.	Darius -
B. State the part each of the above had in rebuilding the Temple.
1.	Zerubbabel -
2.	Ezra -
3.	Cyrus -
4.	Darius -
C.	Write out, in full, the edict of Cyrus.

D.	Write a character sketch of King Cyrus. 
E.	How did Ezra solve the problem of intermarriage with idolatrous wives?

