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‘In
In the Shadow of Rush Limbaugh
Limbaugh’

“Perhaps the modern talk-show hosts have sent a message to the church. Get some convictions, speak up, stand true and be consistent. Sounds better to me than a compromise
with the untrue or the unholy.”

Reader! Scan these words! Do these
matters seem negative to you? Are you
offended? Are the writers sowing discord?
Does reading this cause you to think that
the apostolic preachers were a bit touchy or
perhaps intolerant? Are they setting their
own standards, rules, guidelines, principles,
and thereby hindering the move of the Spirit?
Perhaps they were being political.
It is, of course, sacrilegious to think that
these words were written for any other reason
except to assure that the church was edified
and that the saints of God were warned to
distinguish between the false and the real.
The Christian Pulpit is weak today. It has
little influence on society. Part of its failure
is that it has become uncertain, politically
correct and shallow. If average non-church
goers were looking for a clear and consistent
Christian message today they would be hard
pressed to find it. What they would find is confusion. For example, some churches cry out
against homosexuality while others are participating in same-sex marriages and ordaining homosexually oriented persons as priest
and pastors. An outsider is about as likely to
understand what Christians actually stand for
today as they are to catch a Japanese bullet
train while it’s moving at 120 mph.
When good preachers cry out against
sin and false doctrine they are not being
negative, political, intolerant, hateful, nonprogressive or mean. In fact their voices may
well save the day. Preachers are not required
by God to be all vanilla. They are to preach.
To deal with the issues. To contend for the
faith. To have an opinion, have a view, have
a word from the Lord, and express it.
I worry that we are going to become so
fearful of a clear and certain sound that we
will characterize the “righteousness speaker”
or the doctrinal preacher as a trouble maker,
while permitting the “evil speaker” to work
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subtly behind the scenes, or with “smooth
words” lay out clever arguments that deceive
and lead the faithful into false doctrine or
worldliness. (Psalm. 140:11)
In America, there is little argument that
conservative radio talk show commentators
have had a profound impact on the thinking
of our society. Atlantic Monthly magazine’s
April 05 issue referred to the genre as “takeno-prisoners political talk radio.”
They are not nice. They are hard on false
political hype. They attack self-promoting
politicians at every level. They speak to real
issues: abortion, homosexuality, euthanasia,
war, and political and corporate corruption.
They dragged the names of celebrities such
as Michael Jackson, Barbra Streisand, and
Michael Moore into the real spotlights of
public examination. They play the actual
recorded words of U.S. Presidents, senators
and congressmen and force their listeners to
analyze every inconsistency. They mock the
drunken slurs of Senator Edward Kennedy
and others. They address the despicable child
abuse recently committed by priests, and they
rail against the lying weak preachers of our
nation. They have millions of listeners, and
for good reason: people care about issues
that really matter.
Rush Limbaugh, to cite one example, has
over 22 million listeners daily and arguably
has influenced the nation’s moral and political
direction over the past few years more than
any other single person, including preachers.
Why is this? Could it be that people are hungry for truth, certitude, conviction, authority?
Does the shadow of Rush’s success hang over
the churches of America? While Limbaugh
is getting “mega dittoes” the churches are
getting a bewildered, “say what?”
The Pentecostal revolution of the past
century was not brought about by academics
and collegians pontificating over esoteric
ideas and doctrines, conceived mostly by
liberal theologians to avoid dealing with
Bible absolutes and a Living God who does
not change. Rather, the Pentecostal revival
was generated by holy preachers, prophets,
teachers, evangelists, and brave believers
who confronted the stale and stagnant liberal
ideologies of the day. They rocked the boat,
they ignited fires, and they moved a world.
They spoke in tongues, prayed for the sick,
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cast out demons, called for people to come
out of the movie houses, casinos, and bars,
commanding that they be filled with the spirit
and live a sanctified, overcoming life.
This Early Pentecostalism at the beginning of the 20th century was dismissed as
emotionalism and religious ignorance. The
boys and girls in the ivory towers of academia
and the leaders in main line denominations
never knew what hit them. The clear call to
repentance and the falling fire of the Holy
Ghost baptism swept the world. People
flocked to the brush-arbors, storefronts, and
tent meetings to hear about the Holy Ghost.
They defied their old main-line pastors and
the religious elitists who spoke and wrote of
the “new-blessing” as something demonic,
unholy, and completely false or at best “not
for us today.” But the masses were not convinced and, as time revealed, they were not
going back.
Pentecostalism, I would argue, was driven
by preaching. Clear preaching. Straight
preaching. Direct preaching. Holiness
preaching. Doctrinal preaching. Moral
preaching. Anointed preaching. It was not a
public relations campaign; it was preaching
that fired hearts and attracted people to a
movement that in a few years from now will
eclipse the Catholic Church in actual numbers.
, Harvey Cox)
And a good deal of that preaching, as
every church member over 55 could attest,
was strong hard holiness preaching: the kind
of preaching the world may well desire to hear
today, contrary to popular opinion.
Perhaps the modern talk-show hosts
have sent a message to the church. Get
some convictions, speak up, stand true and
be consistent. Sounds better to me than a
compromise with the untrue or the unholy.

Is the apostle being a bit too strong
here?

Opinions Forum
Interviewed and written by John Fonzer Jr.

Apostolic Pastors Comment On Inter-Racial Marriage
Marriage has problems within itself. An interracial couple will have added problems.
I let people know the problem they will
be facing. I would ask them if they have
thought about it, about their children how
they will be accepted the area in which
they live. I would discourage it more than
I would encourage it.
First of all I would ask if they were
saved. What I generally do is let them
know that even though they are getting
married, love each other, accept one another and are
not doing it in a defiant spirit or because it is something different, not everyone will accept them.
A white lady came to me who had a previous
marriage to a black man. They are divorced and
now she is married to an Anglo. The son from the
first marriage resents it … all because she married
a white man.
Others have had problems with the grandparents taking over the mixed kids, not knowing how to
comb their hair, their lifestyles, their dress. Another couple brought
their two adopted black kids to church. We were kind of sad because
these kids hadn’t been around any other black people. Those are
the problems that exist.
Our organization is somewhat small. Interracial marriage is
generally accepted, not something pushed … more tolerated.
We haven’t had very many interracial marriages. Most interracial couples were already married or going together before they
came to church.

I’ve been faced with this question
before and I have done an in-depth study.
It was God’s plan to start with for folks not
to intermarry, especially the Jews. That
was one of their downfalls.
My advice would be what the
Bible said in Acts 17:26 about God
putting boundaries on all people
and Gen. 1:25. So I definitely
would have to advise couples that
come to me against it.
I would tell them I don’t think God would be
pleased with it, and I believe that there would be
trouble in their marriage…not saying it is an unforgivable sin, it just hurts that person.
Interracial marriages don’t affect the parents as
much as it affects the children. They are neither colored
nor white. I would discourage it because their child does
not belong to the black group or the white group.
I talk to children from inter-racial marriages a lot. Their
biggest problem is, “I’m too light for the blacks, and too dark
for the whites.” The parents don’t suffer as much as the child, so for
this reason I highly discourage it.
In the South it’s still looked upon as taboo. You are looking at
the deepest scar or wound in the South. I believe in the South it is
very strongly discouraged from what I’ve seen. They bring them in,
but they discourage it.
We’ve got an interracial church. I do not have a problem with
that “IF” they are already married when they come to our church,
and neither does our church.

In God’s eyes all men are created equal and He loves all of mankind equally. Little scriptural support
can be given for standing against inter-racial marriage. However difficulities in this area do exist both in
and out of the church. Therefore we asked eight Apostolic pastors to share their thoughts on this topic.
There are absolutely no Biblical
directives in this area. So there is no basis for prohibiting it.
It is becoming more common. Because of that, the problems
are not as common as they once were. I would not encourage it, but at the same time I would not strongly oppose it.
The concern I would have would be the same with others:
backgrounds, financial considerations, etc. We have several mixed
missionary couple in the UPCI, so I think that pretty well sets the
statement for our fellowship as a whole.

Meyer Sanders, Mobile, AL – In the Deep South there have
been congregational problems in the past dealing with
interracial marriages. If an interracial couple came to me I
would need to know their background, the situations they
were facing, and their expectations for the future before I
could give them a clear response. I cannot speak for other
ministers regarding their feelings concerning interracial marriages.
We just take individual situations as they occur and deal with them
in a positive, loving manner.

Bishop Lewis Fitzpatrick, Cleveland, OH – The first battle
Moses had was over Zipporah, a Midianite. In our history
of thinking, she was a black woman. There is one race, and
that’s the human race. If two people say they are in love
and want to get married, I have no problem with them getting married. I would not go through that rigmarole about
the kids having a hard time. It is the adults that have a hard time. I
would tell them to expect rejection, seek the Lord and go ahead. God
made everybody equal.

William Bland, Athens, GA – People fall in love. Color should
not keep them apart simply because it might offend others.
Why don’t preachers tell all couples they are going to have
problems even if they marry within the same race? Your
child doesn’t have to be biracial to have kids harass them.
You don’t have to be a biracial couple to have problems
with in-laws or outlaws. If we are not careful, what we consider to
be taboo, may subtly and unconsciously weave its way into our marriage counseling. I believe there is more of a vocal acceptance than
heartfelt acceptance.

Joseph Collier, Elwood, IN– I would neither encourage or
discourage it, but it is not a non-issue. I realize that there
could be potential problems in this marriage that would not
be in others. If they marry and remain in the same church,
their ability to stay together and be accepted by that church
is better. But if they transfer, there may be some problems
they would not face in their home church. I would counsel them accordingly and help them to have a marriage that would bless them,
the church, and glorify God.

Bishop Enebong Ephraim, Calibur, Nigeria – They would
have to recognize a difference in culture. If they choose to
go past it and married anyway because they love each other,
they can make it. I encourage it. It has to break barriers. We
have many interracial marriages both in our church and in
our community and a lot of them work. Interracial couples
do not have too many problems from people in society. The problems
are imposed by relatives. Couples have to know that these things exist
and they should be prepared to face them.
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