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Not All Victories

“We are summoned to climb mountains for a reason. It
builds our muscles. It brings joy to our souls. It provides
experiences that deepen our faith and demonstrates our
power through God.”
“And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake”
(Matthew 10:22). With this statement Jesus makes clear that
our faith will be tested. If God indeed allows the believer to
experience dangerous persecution and discouragement, does
this mean He wishes to birth us and then destroy us? Such a
question may reflect our fear when we are in the middle of a
trial; however, we must not forget the promise of Christ: He
is not willing that any should perish but that all should have
eternal life. All testing is allowed, but it is allowed within God’s
assurances that the church is undefeatable. The true church lives
within a transformed kingdom and represents an asymmetry of
hope and victory.
So, why the trials, pressures, tests and stresses? Why not
all victories? We say that every day is a good day, and there is a
sense in which this is true. But if we say that in order to bluster
about how positive we are while denying the reality of difficult
situations, such a statement is artificial and dangerous. Honest
people know that walking in the will of God includes walking
through drought and the wilderness. One should never teach
or imply otherwise. I have yet to meet a Spirit-filled Christian
who’s never had a trial. I think I know why.
If we are never tested we would never become strong.
Living as pampered, spoiled children would weaken us and twist
our thinking. Jesus would become nothing more than a Santa
Claus, so to speak. The results would be foolishness, weakness,
prayerlessness, and a form of silliness.
We must not allow the environment in the church to
foster our becoming inexperienced and ignorant regarding our
relationship in Christ. It’s true that He has promised never to
forsake us, but it is also true He never leaves us unchallenged.
We are summoned to climb mountains for a reason.
It builds our muscles. It brings joy to our souls. It provides
experiences that deepen our faith and demonstrates our
power through God. Testing makes us human. Although we
love to say we are not of this world, we do, for a fact, live in
this present world, and the world should see the church as
overcomers, not spoiled self-righteous brats with an attitude.
Who would be attracted to people living in a protective bubble?
Living an artificial existence would dehumanize us. Presenting
a fanciful, false testimony and pretending to know it all only
makes us look foolish; and to boast about being something we
are not destroys our credibility.
Jesus was God manifest in flesh, yet He was tempted in
all points, as are we. Think about it, God in sandals, walking
on dusty roads. He hungered. He wept. He suffered loneliness.
There is no call for the church to live in an artificial world. We
don’t need the superficial to survive. Greater is He that is in us
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than he that is in the world. There is to be nothing pretentious
in our walk with God.
The church, even if thrown into the lion’s den, comes forth
transformed and ready to preach the Gospel. It is not weakened.
It gains strength when it is tested. The Church, as did Daniel,
demonstrates authority when truth is challenged. Daniel was not
looking for compromise or middle ground. He was fearless and
ready to be tested.
Whatever we face during this unprecedented revolution
must not generate fear in the Church. God is for us. Every trial,
every persecution, every war, every wilderness, every loss, the
pain of every backslidden friend or child, every wind of false
doctrine, is sent to make us prosper. The winds will roll back
the sea, and the supper-less evening will be forgotten when the
manna of the morning covers the ground. The people of God
will not be defeated. It is impossible.
We know that church folks may get discouraged and may
become weak in faith. They may fail to remember the victories
of the past. This is precisely why God must bring the testing.
It is not intended to defeat you, and if you love the Lord, it
cannot defeat you. The testing comes to prepare you and to
demonstrate His power to you. To showcase you as an example
to the world that the Church is unsinkable. Nothing can
separate men from God without their consent. Trials make us
stronger.
People do not backslide because of testing. Backsliding is a
matter of the heart – what is loved or rejected within the heart.
It happens when people love the world, and are tempted, and
drawn away of their own lusts (James 1:14). They are seduced
by pleasure, selfishness and money: in other words, by the
world. The testings of God demonstrate to you through your
own personal experiences that He is with you.
I believe this present hour of testing is to reshape the
church by exhibiting a fresh revelation of God’s grace and
power. Our muscles are being strengthened, dreams rebirthed,
the glory of God’s provision revealed. Nothing can harm us.
“And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose” (Romans 8:28). The gates of hell cannot prevail
against us.
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Opinions

Interviews by John Fonzer Jr.

Note: The opinions on this page are entirely those of the individual and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Indiana Bible College.
Irvin Baxter, Richardson, TX -- Most Christians
are no longer preaching the important doctrines
of the Bible. Because this is happening, most
denominations are leaning toward reuniting with
Rome under the ecumenical movement right now.
Major evangelical leaders are planning to sign a
statement of unity of faith and purpose with the
Pope in 2017. The Bible prophesies that there will
be a world religious leader who will be in partnership
with the anti-Christ. Most of Protestantism is going to end up in alliance
with Catholicism, the False Prophet and the anti-Christ. It shouldn’t affect
Apostolics at all if we are established in the truth, but we have a lot of
people who don’t know exactly what they believe or why they believe it.
The movement is on now to merge Christianity with Islam and
Judaism. The belief states that the three major monotheistic religions
all worship the same God; they just call Him by different names.
Muslims call Him Allah; Jews call Him Jehovah; Christians call Him
Jesus. The name for this movement is Interfaithism. Some Christian
churches are even reading and speaking once a month from the
Koran rather than from the Bible. All this is a movement toward the
One World Church.
Endtime is working day and night to spread the truth in the midst
of encroaching darkness. The Apostolic movement is the world’s only
hope -- period.

Lionel Traylor, Jackson, MS -- Today’s Christianity
is not reformative or transformative in the life of the
believer who has come in. You can have Christ, but
you are only adding Jesus to what you are already
doing. There’s supposed to be real conversion, not
just confession.
In charismatic churches there is free worship,
but it is connected with tainted lifestyles. It
becomes a spiritual high and then…it’s back
to normalcy. There should be a radical change when you come in
contact with the God of all glory. The old saints glowed; my God,
they glowed! There’s no glow today.
Apostolics have followed suit with the rest of the church world in
that “if we can’t beat them, we join them.” We either go too far to the
left or too far to the right. We either deny our Apostolic roots in hope
of playing catch up or we become extremists and all we want to hold
on to is the roots. It’s either one extreme or the other. Both of them
kill; and both of them are unfruitful. Finding that middle ground, in
these times, is a necessity.
We are not going to let the Christian culture dictate to the
reformers: the revolutionaries. It’s a hard place to be, though.
Reformers are never appreciated until later in the reformation. When
I think about our church, I think I am just trying to hold on to what I
experienced in 1988. I want it back!

Jonathan Sanders, Kaneohe, HI -- The world
wants out of the mud puddle, but the Church
of today is offering an appeased conscience
rather than a conscience that is clean. A
move of the Holy Ghost and an emotional
experience are so similar that sometimes it’s
difficult for people to see the difference. The
Christian world’s decline will only make the
true light shine brighter.
I preach, teach and live holiness and the Apostolic message.
I’m teaching and training our preachers. For me, it’s not how many
I keep but how many I send. Denominal pastors are coming. We’re
having revival. The truth is going to triumph.

Gary Ellis, Clarksville, TN -- Pentecostals are moving
in the same direction as the rest of Christianity
because of wanting to be accepted and relevant.
Many of our old timers can’t see the importance of
relevance balanced with righteousness; and many of
our young guys down play righteousness in search
of relevance.
This is the day when we are calling good evil
and right wrong. There’s resentment toward holy
things, and we’re embracing unholy things. This
generation’s ideals and practices are setting the stage to make the
anti-Christ culture easy to accept and difficult to resist.
Consequently, I’m more observant concerning fellowship in order
to avoid confusing my congregation.

David A. Huston, Carlisle, PA -- Rather than a
lighthouse that shines truth to the world, today’s
church is more like a neon sign that says, “We
can give you whatever you need.” This decreased
emphasis on truth has resulted in many anemic
believers.
Today we have a lot of dedicated women in
our ranks, but there’s a shortage of strong men,
a result of emphasizing growing numbers over
growing people. If real persecution breaks out,
how many will stand strong? How many will cave? Truth makes us
strong; being catered to doesn’t. We have always battled the worldly
spirit around us, but now we must also battle the influence of a
compromised Apostolic Pentecostalism.

Lonnie W. Samora, Arvada, CO -- I see a growing
trend in easy believism. They love the idea of
grace, love and faith, but forget about obedience
and that without holiness no man shall see the
Lord. It creates obstacles for people to move into
deeper relationships with Jesus Christ. When
we reach out to people who’ve bought into this
kind of easy believing, they look at us as though
we are in bondage because we have to obey the

commandments.
I don’t think it’s going to affect our church. We’re reaching out to
people that are sincerely seeking, people that want more of God.
ibc perspectives -
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M

ichael A. Patterson, pastor of Faith Tabernacle Church in
Conyers, Georgia, believes the secret to pastoral success
lies in possessing a true servant’s heart.
“A while ago my grandfather, who is our bishop now,
preached a message called ‘Servant of God, Servant to Man.’
His point was that we are all called to be a servant and that’s
what ministry is about. We are servants of God, and we are
servants to man. So I just adopted that as my personal motto or
principle that I live by.”
Bro. Patterson explained a bit more, “I never want to get
to that point where I’m too good for something or I can’t do
something because of who I am. I want to
always remember that I am a servant first.
That’s what ministry is always about:
serving God. One of the ways is by
serving God’s people and sinners. Christ
was the ultimate servant and He gave
His life for us and made a way for us. I
want to be a servant in ministry and serve
anywhere that needs a servant. I never
want to use one area of ministry as a
stepping stone to get somewhere else or for
By Alexis Sims
self-benefit.”
Principles of Growth and Revival
As a pastor of a growing revival church, Bro. Patterson is
a busy man with many priorities. He believes that if he gets his
priorities straight in his personal life that it can bleed over to the
way that he operates and manages the church that the Lord has
put in his care.
The goal is to make sure that God is the focus of
everything. The pastor believes that Godly fellowship is a great
teacher of revival, key to a growing church and a strong church.
But Faith Tabernacle is not just a fellowshipping church; it is a
church that seeks after God.
Although there is always an outline of each church service,
it’s subject to the move of the Holy Ghost. Their priority is to be
led by the Spirit of God, which means that services sometimes
take a different direction than originally planned.
Bro. Patterson has seen a lot of backsliders coming back to
the Lord. He believes that one of the keys
to revival is for the church to be consistent
and have a place for the backsliders to
come back. It is important for backsliders
to feel comfortable and see the same things
as when they left. They need to know
that the church is still there, that they are
still loved, and the church welcomes them
back with open arms. “We are living in a
changing world,” said Pastor Patterson.
“Sometimes people even change what they
believe but the church has stayed the same.
It’s important to show that the church is
grounded on the foundation of the Word
of God, we still preach the same message,
we still teach the same doctrine, we still
worship. So consistency is a great key for
revival.”
Having a great prayer life is another
key to revival. “We have intercessory prayer
warriors that are continually in prayer for
our church,” said Bro. Patterson. “We have
prayer rooms that are opened before every
service. We have a prayer line also, kind of
like a telephone tree where people call our operator with their
prayer request. Our operator then sends out a message and the
entire church prays. We definitely believe in prayer, worship, and
the Word. ”
Organization and Management
Bro. Patterson organizes quarterly directors meetings that
all of the ministry directors and assistants attend. They meet
after church on a Sunday, and a meal is provided for them.
Job descriptions are being developed for each ministry
director. The current directors are assisting in this process
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because it’s been a “learn as you go” type of experience. Bro.
Patterson said, “Of course, we have done our best to verbally
communicate the responsibilities to our directors, but we are
working hard to get that on paper!”
The general planning is mainly done by the pastor, bishop
and the administrative pastor. Then those leaders meet with the
ministry directors individually and/or collectively (depending on
what’s being planned) to share their ideas and vision. “However,
if any of our leaders have specific ideas, we set up a meeting
and talk through it,” said Bro. Patterson. “The guideline we
usually use for planning is this: What? Who? Why? When?

Where? How? How
Much? These are our
basic foundational
questions for most
ideas.”
Bro. Patterson
and the directors
encourage everyone
to get involved.
“We have done
our best to create
areas of service
for everyone from
new converts to
seasoned saints,” the
pastor said. “We’ve
even involved nonconverts
in different
areas of
ministry to get
them connected
and help bring them
closer to experiencing
the New Birth for
themselves!”
Special Miracles
The saints of Faith Tabernacle
Church
have seen many
miracles take
place, from saints
dying and being brought
back to life to adult
entertainers changing
their lives.
“We have a young
girl in our youth group
who was born with
Dextrocardia. This is
where your heart is on
the right side of your
chest,” Bro. Patterson
explained. “She’d
had some pain and
discomforts from this
The pastor performs two baptisms at the church. her entire life. In fact,
she’s had to see her
physician on a consistent basis for them to keep checking on her.
Well, this young girl, along with some of the young people, were
hanging out at a friend’s house one day and this hang-out turned

Pastor Michael A. Patterson
into a prayer meeting. That night the young people prayed for
this girl, and God miraculously moved her heart to the correct
side! She knew she felt something that night but wasn’t quite
sure what it was until her doctor confirmed that her heart had
moved and was now in the correct spot!
“Also, on Easter Sunday 2011, our Worship Leader
Sean Peacock was leading a song right before I was going to
preach,” said Bro. Patterson. “Suddenly, he fell on the pulpit
and collapsed on the floor. He had suffered Cardiac Arrest
and died. He was without a heartbeat for several minutes. The
paramedics rushed him to the local hospital, and then they flew
him to Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta. They had to put him in an
induced coma. But thankfully the Lord brought him back, and he
is alive and well! You can actually watch the documentary of this
miracle on YouTube. Just search for Sean Peacock or Straight
for the Heart.”
Personal Ministry

Bro. Patterson’s life started out in music
ministry and from there he began
helping on the youth staff. After a
while he became the co-youth
pastor and then the youth
pastor. From there he
became a pastoral
assistant, then an
associate pastor,
and eventually
the pastor. “It
kind of seems
like these were
stepping stones
but it wasn’t
for self-benefit,”
explained Bro.
Patterson. “I
just made myself
available to serve
where God provided
the opportunity for me
to serve. I was available
to be a servant no matter
if I was preaching a youth
camp or cleaning toilets, as
long as I had an opportunity
to serve.”

Current Facility
Faith Tabernacle Church began
in a storefront building. The saints were
only there for a few months before they
outgrew the church and moved to a larger
building. After that, they moved two more
times and have been at their current location
since 1991.
The current facility seats 300 in the sanctuary.
“They started with around 20 people, then grew to over
100 in just a few months and have never dropped below 100
since,” said Bro. Patterson. “On Easter Sunday 2014, we had
192 in attendance and another 35 watching online. So, our total
Easter Attendance in 2014 was 227.” However, on a normal
Sunday service, attendance averages about 158.
Their facility includes two mobile units that can be used for
a fellowship hall, children’s center, Sunday school classrooms,
youth center, office space and storage space.
The church became debt free in 2012, so they are just
enjoying being debt free for now. However, the pastor hopes to
grow the church to the largest that they can with the facilities
that they have. “We do want to expand,” he explains. “We
have a floor plan of a Family Life Center that we would like to
build but as of right now, financially, it’s a little out of reach.
So we are fixing up our current facility and eventually we will
be pushed to go to multiple services (back-to-back services).
From there I believe that God will open up the doors for us to
expand.”

Personal History
Four years
before Bro.
Patterson was born,
his grandfather
started the church
(in 1981). He
grew up in the
church with his
grandfather being
his pastor. When
Bro. Patterson
was a teenager
his parents were
divorced. “During
that time, I just did
my own thing,”
The Patterson family
he said. “And there
Conyers, GA
for a couple years,
two years at the most, I was going to church but I wasn’t really
serving God or living right. I would just go. Thankfully I never
got into drugs, alcohol or nicotine.”
Eventually he came to his senses and began staying with
his grandfather. One night turned into two nights, and two
nights turned into a week, and a week turned into a month. He
eventually ended up living there for another two or three years.
“Those years really saved my life and molded my life,” he said.
During that time he became a co-youth pastor and then a youth
pastor. “My grandfather really showed me it wasn’t about title or
position, it wasn’t about fame or fortune, it’s all about service.”
After a few years in youth ministry, Bro. Patterson served
as a pastoral assistant, then as the associate pastor, now pastor.
“When I was around 21 years old, I remember praying about
what to do: stay and continue moving toward becoming the
pastor of FTC or go to start a church. My grandfather and I had
discussed this on several occasions. He even told me that he’d
help me start a church if that’s what I felt God calling me to
do. So, I really didn’t know what to do at the time. Finally, one
evening during a Monday night prayer meeting, I was at the altar
praying for direction and suddenly I felt my grandfather come
over, lay his hand on my back and say, “Son, you don’t have to
go anywhere.” That was my answer! I knew from then on what
the Lord was calling me to do. Now, I’m doing it! It took about
five years from
that point for
God’s promise
to come to
pass. And
even though it
wasn’t always
the easiest road
to travel, the
Lord’s will was
done!”

An interior view (top left) and an exterior view (bottom right) of Faith Tabernacle
Church in Conyers, Georgia
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News You Can Use

Great Advice For Young Leaders
By Carey Nieuwhof

1. Study and practice faithfulness. Faithfulness is rare. Not just in marriage, but also in
life. Learn how to be consistent, loyal and steadfast, holding to what you know is right even
when you feel like doing the opposite.
2. Be generous when you have no money. Don’t fall for the lie that you will be
generous one day when you have money. If you’re not generous now, you won’t be
generous then. Practice generosity with every dollar you
receive and everything you have.
3. Cultivate a circle of people around you who make you
better. One of the best ways to become a better person and
leader is to spend time with people who are better than you.
4. Make peace with your weaknesses. You’ll never be
great at everything. The sooner you get used to that, the
better off you’ll be.
5. Pour increasing amounts of energy into your
strengths. Once you realize you’re only great at a few things,
you’re free to become even greater at them. Pour your time,
energy and resources into what you do best.
6. Wrestle down your pride. Pride is ugly. It gets you into trouble again and again.
Pray it out. Beat it out. Do what you need to do to wrestle it down.
7. Kill selfish ambition. Ambition isn’t bad, it can change the world. Selfish ambition
is bad. It can destroy the world. So be ambitious, but be ambitious for the sake of a cause
that’s far bigger than you are.
8. Find the high road and live on it. The high road is the hard road. But it’s the best
road. People will try to pull you off the high road again and again. Don’t let them.
9. Work twice as hard on your character as you do on your competency. Competency
is not the main key to success. Character is. Your competency will take you only as far as
your character can sustain you.
10. Persevere through the dry seasons. Your time with God occasionally goes flat.
Hang in there. Your emotions eventually catch up with your obedience. So be obedient.
11. Discover what refuels you and do more of it. Some things give you energy in life,
some things drain you. Figure out what refuels you. Then do more of it.
12. Don’t let fear win. Yep ... you’re afraid. Go for it anyway. Fear gets the best of far
too many leaders. Don’t let it get the best of you.

Please Help Us . . . Help Them . . .
Get to Jesus!
By Stephen Judd, TCM President

The TCM Christmas
We are the vessels Jesus uses. Will
In July campaign began
you join with us in His rescue mission?
many years ago out of
Today, I’m inviting you to help us...
the desperate need for
help them...get to Jesus! By giving in
funding during the sumsupport of the Mansion, you are taking
mer months, when our
part in each child’s rescue.
income is at its lowest.
Will you pray about responding with
During
November
a
financial
gift to our Christmas in July
Stephen Judd
campaign in order that we can continue
www.mansionkids.org and December, we
are blessed with the
to help children in need? More and more
support that is ushered in
needs are being presented
during this special season
to us, almost every day.
of giving. Our sponsors
New children are arriving,
are so willing to purchase
nearly every week.
toys and clothing for their
Whatever you can
special “Mansion Kid,” and
possibly give will be
we are so very grateful for
appreciated so very much,
each gift received. But as
and will help to defray the
all of us know, the needs of
summer-time expenses of
these children, as with all
A Tupelo Children’s Mansion child caring for our children.
children, are year-round.
It’s never been easier
Many years ago, Jesus
to donate online to TCM.
stepped off a boat and rescued the man
To make a One Time Gift, go to: http://
possessed of demons. He wants to rescue
mansionkids.org/. Or, you can send
children who are being afflicted and
a check to: PO Box 167, Tupelo, MS
abused today.
38802.
ibc perspectives -

vol. 25, no. 7

9

Brenda Lindsey

Plainly Speaking

Written by Linda Schreckenberg

Sis. Brenda Lindsey,
tell us a little about
yourself and your ministry.
My husband,
Jeffery, grew up in
Bro. Wayne Mitchell’s
church (Whole Truth
Tabernacle) in Moline,
Illinois, and I grew up
in Bro. Bill Coltharp’s
church (First Apostolic
Sis. Brenda Lindsey
Church) in Aurora,
Camden, TN
Illinois. I have been
involved in various ministries since my teen
years. We have no children, but we are
involved in Children’s Ministry and now live in
Camden, Tennessee, where we attend the First
Pentecostal Church, pastored by Bro. Marty
Johnson. Our pastor’s wife, Dellona, is a great
encourager and Ladies Ministry leader of the
Tennessee District. She is also the Ladies
Ministry leader of our church, but I do the
Ladies Ministry meetings.
Why should a church consider launching a
Ladies Ministry? Why is it important?
I feel that Ladies Ministry can actually
be a backbone of the church. I think women
tend to be more empathetic to the little things
in the church while the pastor sees the big
things. In coming together in Ladies Ministry,
we can pray about those things and as the
Bible tells us, bear one another’s burdens.
When we come together as a group, we
become a strong part of the church.
What are the most important components
of an effective Ladies Ministry in the local
church?
I think someone having a burden to
organize a Ladies Ministry and women being
able to give up part of their time will make the
church stronger and better.
What successes have you seen in the Ladies
Ministry at your local church? What are you
most proud of?
In the Ladies Ministry groups I have been
involved with, we have become less concerned
with fundraising and more concerned about
encouraging one another, especially in smaller

churches. Bringing a very diverse group of
ladies together to get them acquainted with
one another’s lives made such a difference. It
helped us become more caring of each other
and of our community.
What are the challenges Ladies Ministry
leaders often face in ministry success?
One of the biggest challenges is time,
because everyone is so busy. In a large church,
there is so much happening with so many
ministries that everyone is involved in, finding
the time for Ladies Ministry is difficult. Once
ladies are together, however, they find they
don’t want to leave, so time doesn’t matter so
much anymore. It is difficult even in smaller
churches, but you can make it happen.
What do you know now that
you wish you had known
when you first became a
ladies leader?
When I was appointed as
Director of Ladies Ministry,
I had no idea where to start
or what to do with it, and we
were in a very small town in a
home missions church at that
time. My internet access was
limited there, and I couldn’t
find information to help me.
If I had just known where to
look, it would have been a
great help.
What motivated you to write
your book Ladies Ministry 101? What is the
story behind it?
I had been involved with other ministries
but not Ladies Ministry. When I realized I
needed resources and couldn’t find them, the
idea for Ladies Ministry 101 was born. I just
couldn’t find books like it and became aware of
the necessity of such a book. My sister-in-law
had moved to a smaller church and was having
the same problem with finding resources to
head a Ladies Ministry there. It was while we
were sharing various ideas that we thought of
a book on the topic for people like us.
What does the book cover?
It covers websites and resources to

help in organizing a Ladies Ministry. The
chapters give themes and ideas for special
events and special days. Each chapter covers
a monthly meeting and gives you a theme
as well as ideas for decorations and snacks
for that theme. It also gives a devotion for
each month. For instance, on National
Hobby Month, the ladies bring samples of
their hobbies and share those as a part of
the meeting. With the theme of Making a
Difference, ladies are encouraged to share
their talents, signifying what Ladies Ministry
really is. It shows that each lady brings
something unique to the ministry. Each theme
has a specific devotion, and I usually ask for
volunteers to do the devotion for each month.
One of my favorite themes is Mother’s Day in
the month of May. That theme
is called Hats Off to Women. At
one meeting, we talked about
how women wear so many
different hats. Ladies actually
wore hats, decorated to represent
their particular vocations. The
hat I wore had a business card
and a mini whisk, etc. on the
brim. Sis. Johnson’s hat had her
grandchildren’s pictures hanging
from it.
What kind of feedback are you
getting?
Actually, we are getting
excellent feedback. There have
been three District Ladies
Directors who purchased large
orders to give to pastors’ wives. Directors
from two states ordered around 40-50 for that
purpose.
How to order, cost? Contact Information?
Ladies Ministry 101 in hard copy can
be ordered through PPH or through me
personally. The cost is $10 plus $2.50
shipping. I have written a second book, Ladies
Ministry 201, that has a similar format to the
first book. Ladies Ministry 201 isn’t available
through PPH yet but is available from me.
I feel it is actually better, due to increased
experience in the area of Ladies Ministry. My
contact information is email jblindsey95@
hotmail.com or phone 731-333-4323.
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Perspectives does not endorse any seminar or conference listed.
This page is provided simply as a service to the greater Apostolic
community.

apostolic

alendar 2015

event

location

July
22-24

Mile High Conference 2015
Revival of Prayer, Praise and Evangelism

Calvary Apostolic Church Floyd Odom, J.L. Osborn,
of Denver, 5900 E. Yale
Donald Lance, Sean Libby
Ave., Denver, CO 80222
and Martyn Ballestero

July
28-30

IMPACT Family Conference 2015
Cancelled
The Impact Conference at Woodlawn Church in
Columbia, MS has been cancelled due to building restoration from recent tornado damage.

Cancelled

For detailed schedule,
visit www.woodlawnchurch.cc
(601) 736-5128

Aug
1-4

Arkansas Campmeeting - North Little Rock, AR
A conference where Apostolic doctrine is not
only preached but embraced. The message of
Acts 2:38 remains the same!

First Pentecostal Church
of North Little Rock,
1401 Calvary Dr., North
Little Rock, AR
Host Pastor: Joel Holmes

Nathaniel Urshan, Jimmy
& Bobbie Shoemake, Rick
Mayo, Mike & Beverly
Blakley, Gary Streeval,
Julie Hair, Jonathan Alvear,
Matthew Tuttle, Tim & Kathy
Copeland, Larry Booker,
Myles Young

For more info visit
www.arkansascampmeeting.com

Aug
17

Indiana Bible College Fall Semester Begins
Register for Fall classes today!

Indiana Bible College
1502 Sumner Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
President Paul Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Rodenbush, Lindel Anderson,
Dave Brown, Bobby Killmon, Jim Sleeva, others.

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Aug
20-21

Investing in Futures
A conference for those who invest in children.
Educating, encouraging and equipping children’s ministry workers.

The Apostolic Sanctuary,
1501 John Deere Parkway, Silvis, IL 61239
Host Pastor: Gary Randol

Brent Coltharp, Steve Cannon,
For more info: visit
Tom Foster, Raymond Woodward, invest-in-futures.com
Melanie Claborn, Lee Ann
Alexander, Bart & Tracy Loyd,
Eric McDougal, Josh Carson,
Vickie Oliver, Ron Hendricks, Pat
Grossell, John & Bonnie Chance

Aug
27-29

Times of Refreshing -- Mattoon, IL
Service times are Thursday and Friday 7:30
p.m., Saturday 6:30 p.m. Children’s church
nightly with Lloyd Squires -- ages 5-11

Apostolic Center Church
Doug White, Jerry Dillon and
205 Country Club Rd.
Gordon Poe
Mattoon, IL 61938
Host: Pastor Shine & Bishop
Derold Doughty

For more info: visit
www.gordonpoe.com/
TOR/conference.
(717) 755-7202

Sept.
22-25

91st Annual UPCI General Conference
The theme is “Send.” Early registration is $50
per person ages 18 and older. Don’t miss it!

Music City Center
Nashville, TN

Tim Zuniga, Anthony Ens,
Jerry Dean, Tim Gaddy, Paul
Mooney, Sammy Sherrill and
David Bernard

Online registration, hotel
reservations and exhibit
registration available at
www.upcigc.com

Oct
16-18

Apostolic Doctrine Conference
Strengthening Our Doctrinal Foundation

New Life Fellowship
7849 Wabash Avenue
Terre Haute, IN 47803

Raymond Woodward and
James Hughes

For more info: www.
newlifeterrehaute.com or
812-877-9348

Nov
3-6

West Coast Conference - Fresno, CA
32nd Annual Fresno Meeting

Fresno Convention
Center, 848 M Street,
Fresno, CA

Nathan Morton, PJ White,
Paul Bertram, Ron Garrett,
Matt Davies, Jess Parker,
and Vaughn Morton

For more information
call: (559) 225-1622
www.truthtabfresno.org

Feb
18-20

WinterFire 2016
First Cathedral
WinterFire’s focus is ministering to those in
1151 Blue Hills Ave.
ministry. Our objective is that every member of Bloomfield, CT 06002
your team will leave renewed and refreshed.

Paul Mooney, Sam Emory,
T.F. Tenney, Jerald Staten,
David Bernard and Rashidi
Collins, Tim Greene and
Janice Sojstrand

For more info: visit
www.winterfire.org or
visit Twitter: winterfireconf or Facebook/Instagram: winterfireconf

Feb
2016

INAAP Regional Training Center
To be announced
Empowering and equipping Apostolic leaders to
build the Kingdom of God. Our vision is to align
the Apostles and Prophets for the purpose of
affirmation, awakening, aligning and activation.

To be announced

For more info: visit
www.spiritled.net, e-mail
spiritledm@gmail.com,
or call 888-776-0797

April
6-8

Indiana Bible College MUSIC FEST 2016
Under the direction of Lindel M. Anderson,
Dean of Music

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Rodenbush, Lindel Anderson,
IBC Choir, IBC Chorale, IBC
Praise, others

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

April
2016

Eagles Summit Conference - Stockton, CA
Eagles Summit is committed to birthing, empowering and equipping Apostolic leaders to
build the Kingdom of God.

To be announced

To be announced

For more info: visit
www.eaglessummit.net

June
2016

Power Conference 2016
To be announced
Services begin at 7:30 p.m. nightly. Day sessions
at 10 a.m. Thursday and Friday morning.

To be announced

For more info: contact
Josh Hodum @ 662-8729999 or John Hodum @
931-332-3926
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speakers

contact

/

date

info

(303) 758-5900
www.cacdenver.org
DEH2@comcast.net

Answer Forum

Church Growth: Training Leaders For Revival
Theology

Church Today

bobby.killmon@sbcglobal.net

rlrodenbush@earthlink.net

I Feel, Therefore I Am!
Rachael Dolezal was the former head of the
NAACP in Spokane, WA. Recently, Dolezal’s parents informed the public that Dolezal was not mixed
nor was she African American. Dolezal’s initial interviews were convoluted. In one interview she said she
Robert L. Rodenbush
did not understand the question when asked if she
was African American. While this may appear to be a simple little lie
getting too much media attention there is something much bigger at
stake here.
Rachael Dolezal did not just lie to her community, employers and
educational institutions. It’s not that simple. This case has serious
implications with respect to identity and the legal rights people have
to “choose” different aspects of their identity despite biological,
geographical, racial, or other realities. Dolezal has now gone on
record with the NBC Today show as saying, “I identify as black.”
An article written by Dr. Keith Ablow, a psychiatrist and Fox
News contributor, states: “…transgender activism by Chaz Bono
(and now by Caitlyn Jenner) could sow the seeds for people not only
to assert their core gender identities, despite DNA evidence to the
contrary, but also to assert their racial identities, despite physical and
historical evidence to the contrary. If a man with male anatomy and a
‘Y’ chromosome can assert he is female and be put on the covers of
celebrity magazines and given awards for bravery, why can’t a white
woman assert that her internal identity is that of a black woman? ...
You may think this is ridiculous (and I might), but a leading attorney
with whom I have consulted has suggested that the case of such a
man would not be without some merit, given the case law regarding
transgender individuals.”
The issues surrounding transgender, gay marriage and other
controversial legislation all have consequences that have yet to be
fully explored. For example, once marriage is no longer between
a man and a woman, who’s to say it has to be only between two
people, or two adults for that matter? To build on Ablow’s age identity
analogy; what if someone no longer “feels” 30, they “feel” trapped
in a 30-year-old body and would like to have surgery to be 16, would
these laws have to accommodate them? If so, could they date an
underage individual? Questioning moral issues that have long been
determined by biology leads to a never-ending book of questions and
consequences.
To again quote Ablow: “I have warned and warned and warned
that breaking free of certain apparent realities that define us as human
beings – genetically and historically – can have profound implications
for how closely people remain tied to reality, in general. Let us see how
far down this path of ‘self’-assertion we travel, and with what results.”

Church Growth

tmassengale@apostolic.edu

Training Leaders for Revival
Several years ago a
survey was taken among
church leaders about the
greatest needs facing
the church today. The
T. W. Massengale overwhelming response
came back: the greatest need was trained
and qualified individuals to assume a role of
leadership within the church body.
Church growth and leadership are closely
tied together. If a church lacks in leaders to
assist in the oversight of various ministries, programs, and duties, the church will suffer.
Perhaps you attended one of the seminars
that was promoted nationwide a few years
back: How To Break The 200 Barrier. If so,
you came away with a keen understanding
of the role that organization and delegation

As a Oneness Pentecostal, how do
you interpret John 6:51 and John 6:65? I
am finding it hard to see Oneness here.
This is a great question and to
really answer it, I will address the first
part of the issue; then in my next
Bobby Killmon
column I will finish the last. These are
similar statements throughout John’s writing which tie
together one thought represented. We can see this same
motif in other passages like John 3:13 and 6:62, and the
key is letting Scripture define the meaning of the term
“son of man” here in John and not assuming our own
interpretation.
The meaning is disclosed in John 6:51 where Jesus
says, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven:
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for
the life of the world.” The living bread that is come down
from heaven is shown to be HIS FLESH. No Trinitarian
would claim “God the Son” came down as FLESH from
heaven. So the context is clear; the reference cannot be
to another so-called “person of the trinity” being sent by
another person, but instead refers to the flesh of God which
came one way as Paul points out in Gal. 4:4, “But when
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law.”
“Son of man” refers to that which was born in
Bethlehem. The “sent” language is about the flesh of God
being provided as substitutionary atonement. This is the
prophetic fulfillment of the intention of God’s plan or Word
in John 1:1 that had to actually take place in John 1:14.
That is why Psalm 2:7 is quoted in connection with Jesus’
resurrection in Acts 13:29-34, “I will declare the decree:
the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day
have I begotten thee.” It was through the man Jesus born at
Bethlehem that the victory would be won.
These passages in John cannot be about Jesus literally
coming down from heaven as “the Son” because the
reference is clearly to His flesh. Remember, no Trinitarian
believes God the Son had flesh in eternity past. Further,
the phrase “sent from heaven” is not literal but also the
language of commission. The man Jesus was sent with a
heavenly commission to do a task. That will be shown by
looking at how this same language is used in other places
in Scripture. I will address that in my next column.

plays in growth. Strongly emphasised at these
meetings was a concept known as the ‘pyramid
principle,’ popularized by David A. Womack.
Dr. Womack explained that church growth is
much like piling sand on a table. Eventually the
table fills with sand. What you end up with is
a pyramid of sand that covers the entire table
top and the table will hold no more sand. How
do you get more sand on the table? You must
expand the base.
The sand is your membership. The base
is your leadership organization. Most churches
plateau because they have maxed out their
organization. To grow, you must expand your
organization so that you can support and minister to a greater number of members. What kind
of leadership training should a church consider?
Current Leaders: Train your current
leaders in key leadership principles at a regular
monthly planning council held on an off-church
night. Assign them a chapter to read from a
good leadership book. Then, at your next meet-

ing, teach on that principle for 15-20 minutes.
Future Leaders: The best way is a weekly
leadership training class. Give your students
a reading assignment (usually a chaper that
covers a key leadership principle). Then meet
with your leaders-in-training for 15-20 minutes
before a regularly scheduled service and show
them how that principle applies to their ministry
within the church. Other training options are
a monthly class on an off-church night or an
all-day training seminar each quarter.
Training leaders takes commitment and
time. It took Jesus three-and-a-half years
to train the twelve apostles and the seventy
disciples. But with this leadership foundation
the church was built. This was His priority -- it
must become yours. The future growth of your
church depends upon it!
If you would like more information on leadership development call 1-800-800-0247 and
request church growth packet. Cost is $5.00
plus s/h.
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Forum
Columnist Forum
n Spiritual
Growth
carol@carolclemans.org
Are You Fighting
Depression?
Depression is now
considered a disease. The
Old French meaning of
disease is “lack of ease.”
From my 23 years as a
Carol Clemans
Certified Pastoral Counselor, I
have found that emotional pain resulting from
abusive or hurtful events in life usually has
depressive symptoms.
The dictionary defines depression as
“severe despondency and dejection, typically
felt over a period of time and accompanied
by feelings of hopelessness and inadequacy.”
Secular psychology does not understand that
God’s Word has answers for depression.
Another definition for depression is “anger
turned inward.” When painful abusive things
happen in life, anger is a normal emotion
resulting from the pain. If a person is never
allowed to process the painful emotion of
anger, sorrow, etc., it can create depression
because of unresolved issues.
This is where God-based counseling
can help the depressed person to process
their life’s painful experiences through God’s
truth. Romans 12:2 – “be ye transformed by
renewing your mind.” The depressed person
does feel hopeless, but God’s truth can
change the thinking process. The Bible says
we can be renewed in the spirit of our mind.
In my counseling, I “walk” the hurting
person through God’s truth, replacing the
negative thinking with the transformative
power of His Word. God is – Wonderful,
Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting
Father and The Prince of Peace. Counseling
using God’s Word brings peace and healing
to the depressive heart.
My heartbeat is to help hurting people
through counseling, teaching and writing.
Please call (636) 448-0121, and I will explain
the process of nationwide counseling by
phone/Skype. I ask for a ministry offering
less than half of state counselors. I encourage
people who call to try one session, and it’s
up to them to decide about future counseling,
whether weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.
I love teaching from God’s Word on
spiritual and emotional healing and growth.
Go to my website: www.carolclemans.org for
bio, 165 articles, teaching CD’s & DVD’s,
book: God’s Design for Marriage.
Carol Clemans: Certified Pastoral Counselor, Anointed
Bible Teacher, Certified Christian Life Coach, Author. Pastor
Daniel Batchelor, Dupo, IL, is on my Bd. of Directors. Em: carol@
carolclemans.org, Twitter: Carol P Clemans, Facebook: Life
Enrichment Ministries, Inc. (501c3) & Carol Theobald Clemans,
google+, LinkedIn.

 Accounting & Tax
Credit Card Scanners

Many churches now
have credit/debit card
scanners for accepting
donations or for
payments at bookstores,
Delano Sherley coffee shops, youth
events, etc. However,
you need to be aware that the current
method of swiping a card is being updated
to a system that will read a microchip
embedded in the card, along with a pin
number entered by the card owner.
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Revival Concepts

evangelistnorman@gmail.com

Can I Grow . . . By Myself?

“I have planted,
Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase” - 1
Corinthians 3:6.
God has a plan for
Brian Norman every church’s growth. It
includes some planting
and others watering, then God giving the
increase. It is to our own detriment that we
try to abandon or avoid this process of God.
Can we have revival or increase without
this? Sure, but not to the extent we can
when we follow God’s plan.
One of the greatest strengths of
Americans in general is our rugged sense of
individualism. But as is often the case, our
strength is also our weakness. No one can
go it alone. God did not design His kingdom
that way. God’s economy of Kingdom
growth includes some planting and others
watering, then He gives the increase.
This is the importance of the fivefold
ministry operating properly, Biblically. This
is the importance of a pastor allowing his
local church body to be exposed to other
ministries to labor with him in the vineyard
of the Lord. No minister can be every piece
of the puzzle that equals the growth of the
local church.
Consider the Apostle Paul, yes an
Apostle - some even considering him the
greatest Apostle. He reveals he did not do
it by himself. He planted, but someone else
watered AND because they followed God’s
plan . . . God gave the increase. If we want
the full “increase” God has destined for us
we must follow His plan for growth.
Ask yourself. Do I ... periodically have
visiting ministers and special meetings? Try
to make sure others are allowed to labor
in the vineyard I oversee? Allow God to
connect me with other ministries to labor
together? Open myself to other ministers’
insight on church growth?
It has been my pleasure to minister in
meetings around America and the world.
My observation has been that pastors who
allow other ministries to labor with them
experience the greatest level of growth.
Example: local churches that host a
Harvest Conference increase their average
attendance by 35%.

Brian Norman travels full-time preaching Jesus Christ.
Phone: 636-544-0627 Website: GlobalEvangelism.org or HarvestConference.org

According to articles in the Wall
Street Journal and in Kiplinger Letter, the
credit card companies are currently issuing
the new cards, prior to an October 2015
deadline. While the older technology (and
older cards) will still work after this date
(i.e.: you will still be able to “swipe and
sign”), there will be a “liability shift.”
In other words, if a member uses
a new card with a chip, but the church
has an older card reader and a fraud
is committed, the church will bear the
responsibility for the fraudulent charges.
If the church has a reader with the newer
technology, but the bank has not yet issued



F
i n an c e
jayroeone@sbcglobal.net

I have recently resigned
as pastor of a church and
will be moving over 500
miles to another church.
What are the rules for movAubrey Jayroe ing expenses? Can I claim
these on my tax return?
According to the regulations, you can
deduct a portion of your moving expenses
incurred because of a change of jobs, or
your acceptance of a new job. You must
meet certain conditions.
1. Your move must be closely related to
the start of work at your new job regarding
time and place. Generally, moving expenses
incurred within one year from the date you
reported to work are considered closely
related in time.
2. Your new job must be at least 50
miles from your former home. For example,
if the old job was three miles from your
former home, your new job must be at least
53 miles from that home.
3. For the time test, you must work full
time for at least 39 weeks during the first 12
months after you arrived in the general area
of your new job location. This can be with
more than one employer. If you are married
and file a joint return and both you and
your spouse work full time, either of you
may satisfy the full-time work test, but you
cannot combine your weeks of work.
Moving expenses include moving
your household goods and personal effects
which includes the cost of packing, crating,
and transporting the goods and personal
effects from the former home to the new
home. Storage for 30 days after the move
is completed is also considered a moving
expense.
You can also deduct the cost of
transportation and lodging (but not meals)
for yourself and members of your family
while traveling from the former to the new
home.

Aubrey L. Jayroe is an Accredited Tax Advisor, Accredited Tax
Preparer and Enrolled Agent by the IRS, as well as an Apostolic
pastor. Contact him at: (870) 633-6045. Jayroe & Company, P.O. Box
1217, Forrest City, AR 72336. Email: jayroeone@sbcglobal.net

a chip-embedded card, then the bank will
bear the liability for any fraudulent charges.
Churches should contact the company
that provides their credit card scanner
and request a new scanner which can
read/scan the embedded chip, prior to
the October deadline. There will likely be
an increase in the monthly fee due to the
higher costs of the new scanners.
Delano Sherley is a CPA and president of Delano
Sherley & Associates, Inc. He can be reached at 513-737-1314.
Delano Sherley & Associates, Inc., 3189 Princeton Road, Suite
228, Hamilton, OH 45011. Email: Delano@dsacpainc.com
Website: www.dsacpainc.com
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THAT’S OUTRAGEOUS
Homeschooled Student
Kicked Out of College
A West Virginia college student
is back in the classroom after the
school kicked him out because
he was homeschooled. In March,
22-year-old Jacob Berry was dismissed from West Virginia Junior
College in Bridgeport.
Berry was homeschooled by
his father, Dr. Nathan Berry, and
his mother,
Cynthia
Berry,
who holds
a lifetime
teacher’s
license.
Upon
graduation,
he worked
a few odd
jobs before
deciding
to study
information
technology
at the local
community
college this past fall.
Berry’s dismissal from the
college came despite his compliance
with the college’s enrollment
process and making straight A’s in
his courses. He was told that his
presence on campus jeopardized
the school’s federal funding, and he
was given one day to produce an
accredited diploma.
Homeschooled students in the
state self-certify completion of a
home education program, so Berry
was unable to meet the request and
was booted out. The president of
the college suggested he take the
GED, saying he was an intelligent
young man who would do well on
the test.
Berry’s family contacted
the Homeschool Legal Defense
Association, and he was eventually
reinstated. Attorney Mike Donnelly,
who represented the family in
the case, told CBN News that the
disruption was unnecessary and
shows how ill-informed officials can
cause problems for home educating
families.
“It’s a great success story but it
shouldn’t ever happen,” Donnelly
said. “It just shows that there are
still people out there who don’t
understand and who are willing to
do these kinds of things.”
Meanwhile, newly passed
legislation in the state will prohibit
such discrimination against
homeschool graduates.

RELIGIOUS TRENDS

Baptists Change Policy
on Speaking in Tongues

Why Obama’s Remarks
Should Concern Christians
President Barack Obama, who won’t call out radical
Islam for beheading Christians, is spewing verbal assaults
against Christians. He began his remarks at a recent event to
say he is “concerned” about “less-than-loving” Christians.
Christians around the world are suffering and dying each
and every day at the hands of brutal radical Islamic jihadi
genocide, and the leader of the free world finds the need to
attack Christians.
But this wasn’t the first time. Just a few short months
ago at the National Prayer Breakfast, he used his pulpit to
excoriate Christians for getting on “our high horse” about the
persecution of Christians.
At a time when Christians are being slaughtered,
raped, and decapitated simply for being a Christian, or in
some regimes hung simply for expressing the love of Christ
to others, President Obama repeatedly puts Christians in
his rhetorical crosshairs. He’s spent more time calling out
Christians than acknowledging that radical Islamists are
inflicting genocide.
It’s more than offensive to the millions of Christians across
the globe who seek to live out their lives following Christ’s
example of love; his statements are just plain false.
Christians are not responsible for radical Islamic jihadists
seeking to wipe out the global Christian Church. We are not
unloving. Christians who serve in our Armed Forces are not—
as his Administration has previously asserted—”extremists.”
If anyone wants to see what real hate looks like in the face
of real love, just look to the Middle East. Christians are dying
for their faith. In the new film, Let My People Go, you can see
how Christians, expressing love, are suffering and dying for
their faith at the hands of jihadists.
As Christians, we must stand up for our brothers and
sisters in Christ. We must share the truth and call out even our
President for assaults on our faith.

NEWS IN BRIEF
n Mexican authorities claim
that an ISIS camp has been
discovered in Ciudad Juarez,
just eight miles from El Paso,
Texas. Muslim prayer rugs and
Arabic documents were also
reportedly discovered at the
scene. The U.S. Department
of Homeland Security said
that the report has not been
authenticated at this time.
n A New York Times columnist
has suggested rewriting the
Bible to embrace the LGBT
community. In a recent column,
Frank Bruni wrote that the view
of “gays, lesbians and bisexuals
as sinners is a decision” based
on “ancient texts.” He argued

that the Bible keeps Christians
stuck in ancient beliefs and
should be rewritten to accept
the LGBT community.
n A group is urging Fox Network to cancel its plans to air
a new TV show called “Lucifer.” The show portrays Satan
becoming bored of life in hell
and moving to Los Angeles to
open an upscale night club.
American Family Association’s
One Million Moms group,
which has gathered an online
petition of more than 14,000
signatures, says that the show
misrepresents the Bible, as
Satan is depicted as charming
and handsome.
ibc perspectives -

The Southern Baptist Convention
has amended its position on speaking in tongues. After decade-long
resistance, the SBC will now admit
missionary candidates who speak in
tongues.
The new
policy, approved
by the denomination’s International Mission
Board on May
13, reverses a
policy that was
put in place 10 years ago. In 2005,
the International Mission Board created
guidelines that disqualified all missionary candidates who spoke in tongues.
The new policy of allowing
Southern Baptist missionaries to
speak in tongues, or have what some
SBC leaders call a “private prayer
language,” speaks to the growing
strength of Pentecostal churches in
Africa, Asia and South America, where
Southern Baptists are competing
for converts and where energized
new Christians are enthusiastically
embracing the practice.
“In so many parts of
the world, these charismatic
experiences are normative,” said Bill
Leonard, professor of church history
at Wake Forest Divinity School.
“Religious groups that oppose them
get left behind evangelistically.”
SOCIAL TRENDS

Kansas Bans Dismemberment Abortions
Abortionists in Kansas will soon
be banned from performing dismemberment abortions, thanks to legislation
passed by the state legislature recently.
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback
promised in January he would sign
the bill, making the state the first to
ban abortions that tear children limbfrom-limb in the womb. The federal
government already criminalizes partial
birth abortions, but dismemberment
abortions—also known as dilation and
evacuation abortions—are still legal.
The legislation is part of a new strategy
pioneered by National Right to Life
Committee (NRLC).
About 8 percent of abortions in
Kansas use the dilation and evacuation
method. The new law now prohibits
it except in cases threatening the
mother’s life or irreversibly damaging
her health. Dismemberment abortions
occur after the first trimester when
bones have already formed. At this
stage, the fetus has all of its internal
organs, as well as perfectly formed
fingers and toes.
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Thursday
Aug 20th
7PM

Rev. Stan Gleason
Asst. Gen. Supt
UPCI

Holiday Inn
Barboursville
304-733-3338

Friday
Aug 21th
7PM

Rev. Jeffery Arnold
Gainesville, FL

Saturday
Aug 22th
7PM

Rev. Mike Anderson
Houston, TX

Local Hotels
Hampton Inn
Huntington
304-523-8001

Ramada Inn
Huntington
304-523-4242

Sunday
Aug 23th
7PM

Rev. Nathaniel P.
Urshan
Indianapolis, Indiana

Pullman Plaza Hotel
Huntington
304-525-1001

Guest Pulpit

Transcribed by Peggy Jenkins
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Pastor Eric Sierra
“And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him,
and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands
of Esau” (Gen. 27:22).
Isaac was 40 years old when he took Rebekah, and God gave
them “more than enough,” as twins were born after Isaac prayed
for Rebekah. Esau came out red and hairy (Esau means “red,” Gen.
25:25) and Jacob came out, grasping his brother’s heel (verse 26).
Esau was an outdoorsman, a hunter, and Jacob liked to stay at home.
Their parents played favorites. When Isaac asked Esau to get
him venison, Rebekah had her own plan. She disguised Jacob
as Esau in order to get the blessing for Jacob by trickery. Jacob
objected, “His eyes are bad but there’s nothing wrong with his
touch. Esau is hairy and I am not. Instead of a blessing, Isaac will
curse me!” Rebekah took steps to mitigate that, and gave Esau’s
clothes and animal skins for his arms and hands to Jacob.
Isaac then said (Gen. 27:21), “Come near that I may feel you.”
“And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father, and he felt him, and
said, The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau” (Verse 22). Isaac was relying on his sense of hearing and
touch. He refused to realize the contradiction, and went with what
he felt instead of what he heard.
We are like Isaac. We serve a God we can’t see, and we are
forced to relate to Him based on our senses -- what we hear and
feel. If we’re not careful, we will rely on what we feel and not on
hearing God’s voice. I love to feel His presence! I magnify Him, He
sweeps in, and I feel His arms about me!
The Power of God’s Touch
Access into the presence of God is not always our privilege.
Only once a year, the High Priest entered the inner Holy of Holies
sanctuary in the Temple. When Jesus died, the curtain separating
the inner and outer areas ripped in two. Now everyone can enter
and enjoy the presence of God, and ask for grace and mercy.
God’s touch is powerful. He touched the stones and wrote
the Law. He touched Jacob’s thigh; Jacob was never the same
again (Gen. 32:31). “As many as touched him were made whole”
(Mark 6:56). They “besought him to touch” a blind man, and he
was restored and saw clearly (8:22-25). “And they brought young
children to him, that he should touch them” (10:13). “And the
whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of
him, and healed them all” (Luke 6:19).
The touch of God is powerful. I want it, I desire it. But I will
not always feel it 24/7. Feelings are fickle. Some touches may
not be from Him. If we are solely relying on it, we can become
unbalanced. The heart is deceitfully wicked.
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me” (John 10:27). I love ... I need ... I want His touch. But I need
to hear His voice. Isaac chose to follow his feeling rather than the
voice he heard.
Feel His Touch, Hear His Voice
Job said (23:8), “I go forward, and backward, and can’t
see him.” We can feel like God went MIA [missing in action]
in our life, but Job continued, “On the left hand, where he
doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the
right hand, that I cannot see him” (verse 9). Right hand represents
the hand of power. On the left hand, the opposite side of
where power is expected, Job said God is working. God can
be working on the left hand, and you don’t always feel Him. I
must learn to feel His touch in addition to His voice!
Between the last line of the Old Testament and the
first line of the New Testament is 400 years of God’s silence.
There was no voice of God; He went quiet. During that time,
knowledge increased; most of the OT was canonized, but religious
dissatisfaction existed. They were looking for more than cold
ritualistic hypocrisy. The stage was ready for the Messiah.
He came to a world that “knew him not” and “received him
not” (John 1:10-11). Four hundred years of hearing no voice; then
when Jesus came and could be touched, people didn’t want Him.
Today there’s a danger in losing how to hear His voice; we are
removed from it, can’t recognize it. I love to feel Him, but I must
know how to hear His voice!
How Does God Speak?
It’s not like “voices in our head.” God has a voice, and it can
be audible, but we need to learn the voice of God even if it’s not.
The Bible. It’s simple. When we’re reading the Word of God,

we’re hearing His voice. As we
study it, read it, it tells us with
His voice. We must be in pursuit
of hearing His Word! Hearing
of His voice takes time, study, a
love for, a desire.
William Tyndale was
a priest in the 1520s, a
controversial figure in the
Church. He worked to translate
the Word, and while doing
so in Antwerp (Belgium), he
was arrested. On October 6,
1535, he was convicted of
treason, and strangled and
burned to death. His last words
Eric and Cristina Sierra
were, “Lord, open the King of
The Sanctuary, New Port Richey, FL
England’s eyes.” Today we have
the King James Version of the Bible.
Many of us have multiple copies of the Bible, in our homes and on
our devices. It is because of William Tyndale who was willing to risk his
life. If I love it, I will be better at understanding the Word of God.
The Preached Word of God
The preached Word of God has much to do with us hearing
His voice. Prophets and preachers were called. We still have a
need for them. He gave us apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
teachers ... for the perfecting of the saints ... to avoid “every wind
of doctrine ... speaking the truth in love” (See Ephesians 4:1115). God has given us the five-fold ministry to keep us from false
doctrine. It helps us better understand His voice. That’s why I must
hunger for the preached Word of God.
The angel told Cornelius, “Send for Peter ... he will tell you
what you ought to do” (Acts 10:5-6). Get the preacher! Beautiful
are those that bring good tidings, that publish peace and salvation
(Isaiah 42:7). “How shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?”
(Romans 10:14). “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).
The voice of the preacher can help us learn the voice of God.
Don’t silence the voice of the preacher in your life.
The Holy Ghost
The Holy Ghost can speak through us. There is no textbook
for it, but you can develop a relationship whereby God works
through promptings, thoughts, or just a feeling. God can speak to
you if you will let Him. This only comes through a relationship,
sometimes a work of trial-and-error. God’s voice won’t contradict
His Word. We need an ear tuned to the voice of God.
God will not override your will. Learn to discern the voice of
God. Build a relationship with the Holy Ghost.
Elijah gasped after running for his life, “I, even I only, am left;
and they seek my life to take it away.” God told him to stand on the
mountain, and He would pass by. Elijah could FEEL the wind, the
earthquake, and the fire, but then God spoke to him in a still, small
voice. God IS in the wind, earthquakes and fire of our lives. We
must hear the voice of God! Sometimes it’s on the left hand where
He is working.
Know the Voice of the Shepherd
Now it is Jacob, his eyes dimmed by age like his father Isaac’s,
who “could not see” (Genesis 48:10). Joseph arranged Manasseh
and Ephraim for Jacob’s final blessing, Manasseh on the right,
Ephraim to the left. “And Israel stretched out his right hand, and
laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand
upon Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly” (Genesis 48:14).
“No, not this one!” Joseph protests. “And his father refused, and
said, I know it, my son, I know it” (verse 19). “I know what I felt, but
this is right.” He was fulfilling God’s will for the future blessing.
There is much nonsense in the world that sounds convincing,
but if I know the voice of a Shepherd, I will not be deceived. So
keep your ear tuned to the Shepherd.
Biography: Eric and Cristina Sierra serve as pastors at The Sanctuary in New
Port Richey, Florida under the leadership of Senior Pastor Mark Huba. They have also
served as assistant pastor and youth pastor in years past. When they’re not working
at the church, they also work as public school teachers in their community or they’re
chasing around their two small children, Gracie and Elias.
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2nd ANNUAL REFRESH
- Growing to Your Potential -

Refresh your Vision | Revive your Purpose
Renew your Passion | Replenish your Virtue

BrianKinsey.com
6500 N W Street
Pensacola, Florida 32505
(850) 477-1100

contact@briankinsey.com
briankinsey.com

REFRESH is an innovative twelve-month experience aiming to REFRESH pastors
and ministers on Biblical principles of growth that will change their life and their
ministry. REFRESH is a coaching program designed to give counsel and care to
our pastors. We will use www.webex.com once a month to talk, teach and learn
how to impact our generation.
I invite you to lift your vision to higher sights, and to take your ministry to the
next level, as you join me in this exciting venue to grow to your potential.
This program is open to pastors and ministers (with Pastoral approval).
If you would like to take part in our personal coaching sessions, please visit
BrianKinsey.com and Register or Subscribe to receive encouraging blogs,
REFRESH announcements, events and more!

Apostolic Ministry

Kidz Rock Ministries

“Reaching Our Country’s Kids” Through Energetic, Anointed Services
By Susan Thomas

“As soon as
I realized what
was involved and
what God could
do through children’s ministry,
I was hooked,”
said Bro. John
Lagas, a full-time
evangelist based
out of Bakersfield, California.
“For the next 10
years I was either
The Lagas family
a teacher or I was
Bakersfield, CA
the director for
our kid’s church program. Learning how
to utilize puppets, skits, characters, object
lessons, etc., and ministering to children
eventually just became a part of me. In early
2012 my wife, Jennie, and I felt the call
to take our experience outside of the local
church. On a whim we purchased our own
equipment, sound system, props, puppets,
puppet stages, and began to put the word
out. Kidz Rock Ministries was born and the
rest is history.”
Bro. Lagas, who also serves as
the Western District Children’s Ministry
Secretary, explained that the ROCK in
Kidz Rock Ministries stands for “Reaching
Our Country’s Kids.” Their ministry has

been described as a variety show with
anointing. “My family and I work together
as a team via puppetry (songs, dialogue
and ventriloquism), action songs, skits, and
characters so we can put together a high
energy and anointed kids’ service. Our
ministry’s mascot, Skip-E, loves to go out
in his crazy costume passing out flyers and
connecting with
kids and families
prior to the
services.
“God has
blessed us to go
places where we
have seen Him
move in children’s
lives in miraculous
ways. I’ve seen
God fill them with the Holy Ghost,
and seen the children renewed. I
thank God that we can be used by
Him for His purpose!”
How would Bro. Lagas advise
a pastor who wishes to improve his
children’s ministry? “First, treat your
children’s ministry department(s) like
it’s a ministry and not an entertainment
center for kids. I believe that God wants
to be able to flow through every aspect of
children’s ministry. When God is recognized
and allowed to flow in our children’s

ministry just like every other aspect of
church, then the results are bound to go
to another level.” Bro. Lagas also added,
“Secondly, support your staff. Help them
to be a part of workshops, conventions
and training seminars. It is such a
blessing to know that we are equipping,
encouraging and inspiring teachers. They
leave transformed and no doubt they are
returning determined to save our children.
“We can have the talent, the wit, and
all the greatest skits, props and fun, but if
we aren’t doing it all with a passion and
a burden to bring our children into the
knowledge of truth and salvation then it’s
all for naught. The
secret lies within us,
in our burden, in our
passion, and in our
perspective, because
it is those things that
can readily translate
into the heart and
mind of a child to
receive and respond
to truth.”
You can contact
Bro. Lagas by calling 805-304-7231 or
e-mailing him at lagasjj@gmail.com. They
have a Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/KidzRockMinistries. Their website is
www.kidzrockmin.wix.com/kidzrock.

Refresh: A Coaching Program For Pastors
Refresh Your Vision, Revive Your Purpose, Renew Your Passion, Replenish Your Virtue
By Gregg Stone

R

efresh buttons;
most devices
in our age of
technology come
equipped with them.
They are used to update the device with
new data. Even on a
computer, you must
have a refresh button
because things get
stuck, screens freeze
and the keyboard
won’t respond. If
Pastor Brian Kinsey
the refresh button
Pensacola, FL
doesn’t work, a
reboot becomes necessary.
According to statistics, there are 1,500
pastors leaving the ministry per month, and
70 percent of all ministers feel they do not
have a true friend. Although the Apostolic
fellowship is more insulated from our
culture than other denominations, we are
still vulnerable to the enemies’ strategies,
and we get stuck and need a re-boot.
Bro. Brian Kinsey, pastor of First

Pentecostal Church in Pensacola, Florida,
is excited to announce a new, innovative
experience called Refresh: a coaching
program designed to give spiritual direction
to our pastors. It is designed to “refresh
your vision, revive your purpose, renew
your passion, and to replenish your virtue.”
“There is a pressing need in the Church,
which must be addressed if we are going to
continue to thrive,” said Bro. Kinsey. “It is
my desire to become that friend, that voice,
and that refreshing that will keep us on the
mark of Apostolic doctrine, holiness and
power. I want to be a voice that refreshes
our pastors and ministers, and coaches them
to a higher level of purpose and potential.
The Lord has put it on my heart to begin a
new ministry for our pastors and ministers
(with pastoral approval only) to ‘refresh’ their
vision and help them grow and realize their
full potential. Our preachers must learn to
grow personally before they can grow their
ministry.”
Refresh uses www.webex.com for
monthly conference calls with guest
speakers chosen to help in their area of

expertise; to talk, teach and learn how to
impact our generation and to “grow to our
potential.” Follow-up e-mails contain notes
from each session as well as recommended
reading material and a sermon from Bro.
Kinsey. One-on-one sessions with Bro.
Kinsey are also available, and he is available
any time that ministers may need him.
“This is an experience aimed to advance
pastors and ministers to a greater level of
effectiveness,” said Bro. Kinsey, “and these
sessions will help you grow yourself and
your ministry.”
God desires to restore to the church
the power to meet the demands of this
generation, and Refresh is a great venue to
equip the ministry to accomplish this task.
“I invite you to lift your vision to higher
sights and to take your ministry to the
next level,” said Bro. Kinsey, “as you join
me in this exciting venue to grow to your
potential.”
For more information on how to
subscribe or to register, please visit www.
briankinsey.com, contact@briankinsey.com
850-477-1100
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“From classes to
prayer
meetings,
chapel services and
of course, Pastor
Mooney's preaching,
You will NEVER be the
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“It's definitely a
God-centered, lifechanging place and
I'm so appreciative
of the opportunity I
had to attend here.”
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317-554-8069
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Smiles & Humor
Word To The Wise:
“Eventually you stop lying about your age and start bragging
about it.”

*******

A very, very stingy man died and went to heaven. He was met
at the pearly gates by Peter, who led him down the streets of gold.
They passed mansion after mansion until they came to the
end of the street and stopped in front of a tiny shack without gold
paving in front. “And here is where you will be living, sir,” Peter
announced.  “ME, live HERE?” the stingy man yelled. “How
come?”
“Well,” Peter replied, “We did the best we could with the
money you sent in.”

*******
One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do
the dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly noticed that her mother
had several strands of white hair sticking out, in contrast to her
brunette hair.
She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked, “Mommy,
why are some of your hairs white?”
Her mother replied, “Well, every time you do something wrong
and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white.”
The little girl was silent for a while, and then said, “Poor
Grandma. You must have been very, very hard to raise.”

“Since you are going to be our organist and office secretary,
I thought this new keyboard would make your job easier.”

*******

An older gentleman was on the operating table awaiting surgery
and he insisted that his son, a renowned surgeon, perform the
operation.
As he was about to get the anesthesia, he asked to speak to his
son. “Yes, Dad, what is it?”
“Don’t be nervous, son; do your best, and just remember, if it
doesn’t go well, if something happens to me, your mother is going to
come and live with you and your wife.”

*******
Pessimist: “Things can’t possibly get any worse than this!”
Optimist: “Oh yes they can.”

*******

A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good
Samaritan.
She asked the class, “If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all
wounded and bleeding, what would you do?”
A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, “I think I’d throw
up.”

After being voted in, Pastor Smook proudly added a
vanity plate to his car.

*******
Hypochondriac: “I have a terrible pain in my left side. I think
it’s appendicitis!”
Doctor: “No, that can’t be. The appendix is on the right side.”
Hypochondriac: “So THAT’S why it hurts so much! My
appendix is on the wrong side!”

*******
A Texas rancher was visiting an Iowa farm. The Iowa farmer
was very proud of his 200 acres of rich, productive land.
“Is this your whole farm?” the Texan asked. “Why, back in
Texas, I get in my car at five o’clock in the morning, and I drive and
drive all day. At dusk I am just reaching the end of my ranch.”
The old Iowa farmer thought a while and replied, “Yeah, I used
to have a car like that too.”

“Look on the bright side, Dad! You have a great new
illustration for your sermon this Sunday!”
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Read the
IBC
Perspectives
Online!
A high-quality version of the IBC
Perspectives can
now be viewed online.
Go to: www.ibcperspectives.com
to sign up to receive our viewer link each
month sent right to your email inbox. Or
send a request to be added to our list at:
ibcperspectives@apostolic.edu

Leadership Training Tools
For Apostolic Leaders!
Training Apostolic leaders is a
critical key to successful church
growth and ministry success. When you
subscribe to the Apostolic Information Service
you have access to thousands of leadership
training files, many of them with outlines
and powerpoints. Call or visit our web
site to subscribe today!

1-800-800-0247

www.apostolic.edu

FREE: PRO - KJV BIBLE TRACTS
& the KJV

A historical look
at positions of
major Apostolic
Organizations
on the KJV Bible
and why they hold
their position.

Is the Bible
in a Battle?
Shows majority
of manuscript
evidence supports the
King James version;
and how modern
bible manuscripts are
far from the original.

Which Version
Should I Read?
Shows bible
publishers' claims of
a better version
are embellishments
of the truth; and how
copyright laws force
modern versions
to change text.

Quality sermon development is a
critical key to successful church growth
and ministry success. When you
subscribe to the Apostolic Information
Service you have access to
thousands of sermon and Bible study
files, many of them with outlines and
powerpoints. Call or visit our web site to
subscribe today!

1-800-800-0247

www.apostolic.edu

Casino
Royale
Apostolics

Sermon Development Tools
For Apostolic Preachers!

Apostolic
Position on
Bible Versions
In depth History
of English Bibles.
Why UPCI prefers
the KJV as superior
and officially rejects
other versions.

Why Use the
King James
Bible?
Shows superiority
and reliability
of the KJB;
includes fold-out
Table of Bibles and
their Origins.

Comparing
BIBLE
Versions
Charts over 200
changes and omissions
in modern versions
that veer from the KJV
and how these
differences DO affect
Bible Doctrine.

Email to order: kjbapostolics@gmail.com
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