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I often frame the question among certain friends and family: 
“If we lose our trust and faith in the Word of God and the 
principles of holiness and separation from the world, where 

do we go? Where do we end up? Where do our children end 
up?” The end result is yet unknown. No one can control the 
consequences of sins and lies, as Jude summarizes in his short 
powerful letter, a difficult letter to read, concerning apostasy.

An interesting little volume was published last year entitled 
God and Churchill written by Jonathan Sandys (Churchill’s 
great-grandson) and Wallace Henley. The chapter “Preserving 
a Certain Way of Life” is very powerful and timely. Churchill, 
the authors point out, clung to a central hope that a Christian 
civilization would provide the principles to shape an enduring 
civilization.

The book examines these principles as cited by Churchill. 
The book, of course, advances explanations of how these ele-
ments provide the foundation for shaping our lives. However, I 
will list them here in hopes the list will connect with our hearts 
as to how powerful these observations are and cause us to think 
about what happens when we remove the foundations of God’s 
Word in our lives and culture. If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? (Psalm 11:3)

1.  Christian civilization rests upon the foundation of the 
Bible.

2.  Christian civilization recognizes healthy pride but rejects 
destructive arrogance.

3.  Christian civilization uses wealth and strength to serve, 
not to master.

4.  Christian civilization values and promotes the discipline 
of self-restraint, making true liberty possible.

5.  Christian civilization promotes the importance of for-
giveness.

6.  Christian civilization celebrates and encourages true 
courage, not mere bravado.

7.  Christian civilization understands the importance of the 
Golden Rule in the foundation of government policy.

8.  Christian civilization recognizes the Ten Command-
ments as the basis of all morality and law. 

The idea here is that it takes a foundation of vital and 
important principles to maintain our position in the world. 
Churchill’s “certain way of life” could not survive, he posited, 
unless we understood what it was that supported it, grounded 
it, or as we might say, “made it happen.” Sandys also quotes 

Edmund Burke to make this point — people “are qualified for 
civil liberty in exact proportion to their disposition to put moral 
chains upon their own appetites.”

If we reject the foundations, building the structure is impos-
sible. One cannot rightly proclaim to be a true Apostolic New 
Testament church without the Apostles’ doctrine. There are no 
substitutions for what the Apostles of Jesus Christ preached af-
ter the Upper Room outpouring of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38). 
It is the foundation of the new birth, without which we are adrift 
on a sea of speculation.

So, about this “certain way of life,” this Church Trium-
phant, is it not built on a sure foundation? Of course it is, and it 
will forever be a glorious Church. Does it not have an “Author 
and Finisher”? It does, of course. The apostles met with Him. 
“And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and 
told him all things, both what they had done, and what they 
had taught.”

Perhaps all our gatherings should include a report to the 
Author and Finisher concerning all we have done and taught. 
And keep in mind we must all be vigilant, as Burke states; in 
order to maintain liberty we must  “put moral chains upon our 
own appetites”—appetites that are contrary to the faith, appe-
tites for power, positions, popularity, and lust for the false and 
superficial titles of the world. And perhaps the worst immoral 
appetite one might imagine is asking the preacher or prophet 
to lie to us as noted in Isaiah 30:10: “Which say to the seers, 
See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, 
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:”…

   “If we reject the foundations, building the structure is 
impossible. One cannot rightly proclaim to be a true Apostolic 

New Testament church without the Apostles’ doctrine.”

A Certain Way of Life
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Opinions

Note:  The opinions on this page are entirely those of the individual and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Indiana Bible College.

George Austin, Montgomery, AL -- I believe in 
getting good exercise every day, and along with 
that, watching what you eat and getting rest. 
In Fitbit, I average 10,000 to 15,000 steps a 
day, and I am in competition with colleagues 
on PAW’s Board of Bishops. I have never taken 
a sabbatical for refreshing and revitalizing, but 
if we followed the example of Jesus, we would. 
And we would be more on track and more like 
Him.

I’ve always had a quest for knowledge. 
I’m an above average reader, reading at least 10 to 12 hours a week. 
The best way for a man to keep his mind sharp is to use it.

My word to new pastors is: challenge your thoughts. An idle 
mind is the devil’s workshop. Dream big dreams and see big vi-
sions for the Apostolic ministry. Expect big things from God, and by 
stretching your mind beyond the normal, you can expect what eyes 
have not seen! 

Steven L. Thompson, Indianapolis, IN -- Last year, 
I took a sabbatical for a month, but I really needed 
a minimum of three months. I was experiencing 
burnout and nearly had a nervous breakdown 
behind it. Days apart are necessary to keep in 
touch with the real you. Often ministers confuse 
who they are with what they do. The sabbaticals 
have been very refreshing, and I’ve had the 
opportunity to truly hear from God. This year 
I’ve had two.

I exercise 3-4 times a week to release the 
proper endorphins in the body, or in other words, “the happy chemi-
cals.” I also take regular naps daily.

Lord willing, every year, I give our congregation the months of 
December and January off. We do not plan any meetings or re-
hearsals. There are no outside preaching or singing engagements or 
anything that remotely looks like ministry. We attend Sunday morn-
ing service, and that’s it. The goal is to promote family fun, fellowship 
and rest.  

Interviews by John Fonzer Jr.

Michael Glover, Cullman, AL -- I try to make 
sure I have focused time with every member 
of the family throughout the week. If I’m 
spending time with them, I’m relaxing. We 
take vacations, but we never miss Sunday 
services. We’re a home missions church, so 
I’m the only teacher.

One problem with ministers today is that 
they try to hold so much in and won’t share 
it with anyone. The mind can’t rest unless 
you have someone to vent to. I tell my wife 

everything, unless it is highly confidential between me and another 
brother.

My advice to up-and-coming pastors is to never be so much a 
man that you can’t ask for help. Set yourself a schedule to have a 
focused time with God daily. Call seasoned ministers and ask for di-
rection. You can’t do this by yourself. If you don’t ask for help, you’ll 
struggle. I’d rather ask for advice than fail.
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T.F. Tenney, Alexandria, LA -- It’s apparent we 
have this drive for the purpose of getting things 
done, but Jesus left a lot of things undone. 
For instance, take the man at the gate called 
Beautiful; Jesus passed that man many times, 
but the apostles came by later after the death, 
burial and resurrection and the man was healed. 
Why didn’t Jesus do it? He left something for 
the apostles to do. You just have to roll with the 
punches. You learn not to take things personally.

You’ve got to have a pause button and a 
remote. You’ve got to change channels in life. Be real. False humility 
is pride with another face on it. God never alters the robe of righ-
teousness to fit the man. He alters the man to fit the robe.

I have attended a lot of seminars and conventions not only in our 
ranks but outside the UPC, just to see where they were coming from. 
I’ve always tried to be aware of the cultural soil, as well as the spiritual 
aspect of it. This is 2016. Things have changed. I don’t have to 
change my convictions, but I do need to change the way I’m thinking. 
I have to know how they are thinking if I’m going to reach them.

I’ve taken sabbaticals, and I recommend it very highly, especially 
for high profile people who live under intense pressure. When I was 
younger, I used to take off twice a year. I found it best to take two or 
three weeks away. My anointing and my body quarrel sometimes. I 
have slowed down, but my mind is relatively sharp. I am well past 80 
now, so I have to arbitrate between the two.

Richard Gifford, Waycross, GA -- I try to stay 
well rounded in the activities that don’t include 
ministry. I fish and hunt. Physically, I try to make 
it to the YMCA four or five times a week.  When 
your body is in good condition, it helps your 
emotional state as well. Every human being is 
cut differently. I have never taken a sabbatical. 
I don’t think they are required for everybody. 
If all you do is about the church and you aren’t 
taking any breaks from it, I think you will need 
a sabbatical.

Find a hobby your family enjoys. The pressure is on your entire 
family. Find places to get away to. We do a lot of two or three-day trips. 
If my children are hating ministry or are disengaged, it weighs on me as 
well. For me to stay sharp, I have to make sure they are on track.

Brian Neighbors, Belton, KY -- We do take some 
vacations but no sabbaticals. The last couple of 
years, we have gotten away to take a vacation, 
sometimes with the kids and sometimes without 
the kids. We go to several conferences a year. 
Having different brethren feed you and speak 
into you is a great thing.

Close to the house is a road that is not 
travelled much, and we walk that in the after-
noon.  That walk-and-talk as a couple means 

a lot. Going to the pond rests the mind. Sometimes, you just need to 
take a step back. It helps in a physical sense, too. A good night’s rest 
is a big thing, and we try to eat the best we can. Prayer and a daily 
regimen of the Word is the biggest thing. When you pray and stay in 
contact with God, He can help you with all things.
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Like the city of Zion set on a hill, Bethel Pentecostal Church 
stands as a beacon of truth in St. Peters, Mo., a suburb of St. Louis. 
Signs along the drive encourage those who come to enter the doors 
with worship. Many ministries and pastors have come out of Bethel, 
and the truth of the Word of God still stands strong within its walls. 
Bethel’s beginning was a miracle, from the purchase of the land to 
its growth, and the miracle continues on.

Pastor Andrew T. Urshan and his wife, Bethany, are carrying 
on the rich heritage of Bethel that began with the founding pastor, 
Bro. Rick Evans, and continued on through his father, Bishop Jona-
than Urshan, now deceased. They have one son, Andrew Jonathan 
(AJ), almost 2 years old. The bishop’s wife, Sis. Elizabeth Urshan, is 
still involved in music at the church. 

Principles of Growth & Revival
“Books and seminars can keep us informed of modern strate-

gies regarding church growth,” said Pastor Urshan. “However, just 
as with nature, there is a season for planting and harvesting. Prayer, 
compassion and communication of sound doctrine are at the core of 
Apostolic church growth. Other vital elements are unity, hard work, 
consistency, passion and time invested. True revival comes from 
God in due season, and flesh or human tactics should not be given 
the credit for God’s divine work.”

He added, “A love for people is the foun-
dation of pastoral ministry, and it is important 
for the shepherd to always be watchful for the 
needs of the entire congregation. The enemy 
often tries to distract the shepherd to overlook 

Feature

important areas of the ministry, but a pastor desires to be a problem 
solver and help everyone. The pie chart must be configured to priori-
tize vital aspects of ministry, personal devotion and family life.”

Being a church in the middle of a growing suburban environ-
ment, Pastor Urshan and his team have learned that some traditional 
outreach methods are not effective or even permitted. They have 
found methods, however, that are successful. “With our location and 
ample acreage, events such as our annual Kid’s Carnival, Trunk or 
Treat, Flea Market, holiday dinner and picnic draw the public to us,” 
he explained. “These attractions, free to the public, require consid-

erable expense, preparation and teamwork. I believe word of 
mouth advertising and interpersonal relations 
and invitations to family and friends are the 
greatest ways to get people to our services. 

“Bethel’s annual calendar includes a Back-
To-School Youth Revival. This year’s theme 
was “Ignite.” For the past 20 years, Bethel has 
sponsored the Azusa Gathering Single Adult 
conference, and our conferences have been 
tremendous. Each year, we set specific months 
for church-wide focused prayer and fasting, 
and we designate specific Sunday nights as 
revival services that have been largely attended 
and evangelistic.”

Organization & Management
Bro. Urshan noted the following ministries 

within the church: Sunday school, nursery, kid’s 
church, BYG (youth), ladies, men, community 

outreach, music, bus, pre-service visitor 
greeting and follow-
up, P7 clubs, prayer 

team, residence and 
prison ministry, single 

adult and elder (Elite), 
young minister’s class, drama team, and Hands of Praise signing team.

“We are fortunate to have a fairly good amount of people who 
want to find their rightful place in the Kingdom and have a burden 
for a ministry in the church,” he said. “Our leadership model is pat-
terned after Jesus, who was a servant leader. Servant leadership has 
been taught in ministry classes and to the congregation. My wife, 
Bethany, is a vital part of my ministry at Bethel. We strive to live out 
the servant leadership ideology. However, there is always a need for 
more selfless workers. We, like most churches, deal with the Pareto 
principle (80/20).”

Special Miracles
“We have seen many miracles and many prayers answered,” 

said Pastor Urshan. “God is faithful in answering prayer, but people 
often make a prayer request and later forget to testify of the request 
being answered.

“Bro. Faulkner, one of our elder saints, was an amazing miracle. 
In a coma for 10 days with only a 10 percent chance of living, his 
son refused to unplug him from life support. Prayer was made, the 
Lord raised him up, and he still worships in Bethel today. Besides 
being a soul-saving station, we are praying to see more healings and 
miracles in the church.” 

Personal Ministry
Bro. Urshan feels fortunate to have a rich Apostolic heritage and 

specifically an extensive ministerial heritage. He said, “The Word 
of God is the ultimate guide for ministry and Christian living, but I 
also have great confidence in our Pentecostal pioneers and seasoned 
elders, who paved the way for us. Many of their convictions were 
God-given and born out of prayer and sacrifice. We shouldn’t easily 
dismiss those convictions. The challenge for ministers today is to 
develop strong convictions as those in previous generations did.”

The Bethel church schedule includes four preaching and teach-
ing opportunities each week, according to Pastor Urshan. “That 

Written by Linda Schreckenberg
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Pastor Andrew T. Urshan

leaves many topics and texts to be explored,” he said. “Pastors 
always consider titles and methods of delivery to keep people en-
gaged, and we love preaching uplifting and encouraging messages. 
I also try to preach on vital subjects such as redemption, the new 
birth, judgment of sin, godly living and the soon return of Jesus 
Christ. Preaching should cause people to rise to their feet in excite-
ment but also bend their knees in prayer and repentance.”

Current Facility
“We are blessed to have a strategic location in our community 

as well as seven acres with three building structures on the church 
property, including a youth activity facility,” said Pastor Urshan. 
“Our sanctuary was recently remodeled and is spacious enough for 
growth. In the area of logistics, we lack classroom space, storage 
and kitchen/fellowship areas. Our next building project will be a 
Family Life Center, which will include a gym, meeting rooms and an 
expanded kitchen and fellowship areas.”

Personal History
Pastor Urshan was born in Centralia, Ill. where his father 

pastored for approximately 20 years. “Dad was a great pastor, and 
First Apostolic Church is still a thriving church today, pastored by my 
older brother, Jonathan Urshan,” he said. “The church has produced 
many pastors and ministers who are still in the UPCI today.

“I felt conviction at a young age, was baptized at age nine and 
received the Holy Ghost at Illinois Camp at age 11. I am thankful for 
the grace and mercy of God and the people of God. Growing up in 
a preacher’s home, I have seen the good, the bad and the ugly, but 
have remained very positive and hopeful in my assessment of saints 
and the ministry. Many unforgettable saints, enduring many trials 
and yet remaining faithful, are my heroes.”

Pastor Urshan felt his call to ministry during his late teen years 
but did not seriously consider the ministry until the call became 
stronger during his secular college years. He said, “I attended 
Indiana Bible College and became involved in every ministry I could, 
including leading Harbor Lights chapel services in the inner city, 
nursing home ministry through Calvary and leading the Ministe-
rial Student Association (MSA). Ministry experience helps one to 
become more confident and able to teach, preach and help people. 
During my last semester of Bible college, I was blessed to lead the 
Youth Ministry at First Apostolic Church, traveling three hours each 
way on weekends to conduct Friday night 
youth services, teach Sunday School class, 
play the drums, etc., and travel back after 
Sunday evening services to IBC for the Mon-
day morning class. After graduation, I served 
as youth pastor and then assistant pastor at 
First Apostolic under my brother, Jonathan, 
and was privileged to be given the opportu-
nity to experience every aspect of ministry.”

Church History
Pastor Urshan recalled Bethel’s his-

tory: “With permission from their home 
pastor, Elder Guy Roam of Bridgeton, Mo., 
Bro. Rick Evans, his wife, Pat, his father 
and mother, Bro. and 
Sis. Charlie Evans, and 
their family began holding 
services in their home in 
the then-rural area of St. 
Peters in the early ‘80s. 
This area, mainly farmland 
and countryside, became 
part of one of the top five 
fastest developing coun-
ties in the nation by the 
mid-‘90s. With a handful 
of saints, in less than 10 
years a small building was 
built to house the young 

congregation. By 1989, 
due to a rapidly growing 
congregation, the founding 
pastor’s vision and dream 
of a much larger building 
came to pass. This struc-
ture houses our congrega-
tion today, and we are 
blessed to have some of 
the founding members still 
attending Bethel today.”

Pastor Urshan recalled 
a difficult adjustment: “We 
lost several key men in the 
church in a short period of 
time, including my father, 
Bishop Jonathan Urshan, 
two faithful Jewish brothers 
who always sat front and 
center, and a dear friend 
and supporter of my father’s ministry, Bro. Ray Elliott.” He contin-
ued, “I was blessed to co-pastor with my father for three years and 
miss his companionship, knowledge and wisdom on a daily basis.

“Although we are a church of diversity and a full range of age 
groups, we cherish and honor our elder saints and original members, 
some of whom still attend Bethel and seldom miss a service. My wife 
and I love our church and feel blessed and honored to serve such a 
wonderful group of people.”

Human Interest
Pastor Urshan enjoys extensive recreational activities, including 

ATV riding, bass fishing, target shooting, tennis, basketball, golf and 
ping pong.

He was born into a family of passionate preachers, including 
his father, his brother and several cousins. He said, “I have gained 
insight from so many dedicated and able communicators of truth. I 
was taught to appreciate the Word as it goes forth and am always in 
search of a good thought. Messages preached by pulpit giants, such 
as George Glass Sr., J.T. Pugh and James A. Johnson, among oth-
ers, live on in my mind and heart. Blessed with godly parents and 
grandparents, my father has had the greatest influence of all.”

Andrew, Bethany and AJ Urshan
St. Peters, Mo.

Written by Linda Schreckenberg

Clockwise top left: Exterior of Bethel Pentecostal Church, St. Peters, Mo.; Pastor Andrew 
T. Urshan preaches; the congregation worships during service; a baptism
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News You Can Use

Many churches do not have a plan for guest follow-up. There may be some structure 
or a first point of contact, but there’s often no road map for the staff to follow. So, here are 
seven ideas to use to construct your assimilation plan for new visitors to your church:

1. Thank you email. This is the simplest form of follow-up. First-time guest emails 
can easily be a template for use time and again. It’s always 
best, however, to personalize the email from week to 
week. Always address the guest by name, try to reference 
the sermon title from the service they attended, and 
mention any upcoming events they might be interested in. 

2. Phone call from pastor or staff member. A phone 
call from the pastor for first-time guests is almost always 
welcomed. If you are in a larger church, these calls might 
have to be split up between staff members simply due to the volume and ministry level. 
It’s always best to have someone with knowledge of specific ministries contact guests who 
may express interest in that ministry. 

3. Appreciation gift. In his book Fusion, Nelson Searcy advocates for a small gift card 
or a book for first-time guests. It costs less than you think and makes a greater impact 
than you can imagine. A $5 gift card to a local coffee shop is a great way to say thank you 
to a guest who visits your church.

4. Note to kids. Churches don’t often send mail to kids, but it is simple to do and 
makes a big impact on both the kids and the parents. Purchase or write a quick thank you 
card to children who visit your church’s student or kids’ ministry. This shows that you are 
investing in all generations of the church and want to help everyone grow in his/her faith 
regardless of their age.

5. Invite to a gospel conversation. This might be the most important follow-up of 
all. If we’re failing to have gospel conversations with guests, we’re failing at the Great 
Commission. We’re called to make disciples, not church members. Make sure sharing the 
gospel is central to your church’s guest follow-up plans.

6. Membership/discovery class invite. Once you’ve had that gospel conversation, 
it’s time to discuss next steps. An invite to a church membership or discovery class is the 
natural progression. It allows you to express both information about your church and 
expectations your church has of members.

Effective Guest Follow-Up Ideas
By Jonathan Howe, director of Strategic Initiatives at LifeWay Christian Resources
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What motivates a 
Sunday school teacher 
to selflessly pour her 

time, money and energy into 
her humble classroom?

The same thing that 
motivates a nine-year-old girl 
to stand on the curb in front 
of her apartment complex on 
a cool Sunday morning and 
wait patiently for a church bus 
that will take her to that same 

classroom.
They both know they are valued.
All of us have a desire to be valued in every 

aspect of our lives, in all of our various relation-
ships. Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
employees and employers, pastors and saints, 
teachers and students: we all want to know that 
we are valued by others in our universe.

The teacher is motivated when it has been 
successfully communicated to her that she is valu-
able to the operation. Team members who feel 
valued will dedicate themselves to an endeavor, 
even if the rewards of service are otherwise 
intangible.

By the same token, children in our ministries 
will regularly attend, not because our teaching 
skills are of the highest caliber, or that our facili-
ties are the finest, or that the cookies and punch 
at snack time are top tier, but because they know 
that they are valued and loved in that humble 
classroom.

Imagine that every visiting child walking 
through your church door is wearing a sign on 
her back. That sign reads, “Value Me or Lose 
Me!” If your church can prove to her that she is 
in fact valued, she will want to return again and 
again, just like our little girl waiting for the bus. 
If your church fails to value her, she will look else-
where for someone who will.

So let her know that she is valued: greet her 
by name at the door. Enthusiastically welcome 
her into the classroom. Treat her with love, 
dignity and respect, no matter her appearance, 
culture or background.

While you are busy valuing her, you can 
adjust the sign on your own back. You’re wearing 
the same one.

Brent Randall
brent@brentrandall.com

Brent Randall Regnart has served in Children’s Ministry leader-
ship for over 25 years. He is available to conduct a Teacher Training 
or Children’s Ministry event in your church or district. He and his 
wife, Rachel, live in Stockton, CA.  www.brentrandall.com, brent@
brentrandall.com.

Value Me Or Lose Me
By Brent Randall

Mansion Sunday - November 6
Mansion Sunday, No-

vember 6, is a special day, 
set aside in conjunction 
with “National Orphan 
Sunday,” that specifically 
focuses on Tupelo Chil-
dren’s Mansion.

While a few of the 
children at TCM are or-
phans, in the truest sense, 
many of 

them could be referred to 
as “social orphans,” in that 
one or both of their parents 
may be alive but are no lon-
ger fulfilling their parental 
duties (e.g., drug addicts 
who are separated from 
their children with little 
chance of reunion, parents 
who are sick or abusive or 
who—for other reasons—
have abandoned or largely 
neglected their children).

Tupelo Children’s Mansion is “pure 
religion” in action, the fulfillment of James 
1:27—becoming the hands of God to the 
most vulnerable of our society, the fatherless.

It really is amazing how much God 
cares for orphans. The Lord said to His 
people in Jeremiah 7:6-7, “If you do not 
oppress the fatherless...then I will let you 

Stephen Judd
www.mansionkids.org

By Stephen Judd, TCM President

live in this place, in the land I gave your 
forefathers.” God was letting us know that if 
we want to keep our “Promise Land” privi-
leges, we need to take care of the orphans. 
Evidently, God took this very seriously.

Since this is such a big deal to God, 
I’m asking you to consider making Man-
sion Sunday a big deal at your church. 
On November 6, or on another Sunday 
in November, please do three things: 1) 

Inspire your congregation with 
the “pure religion” mission of 
the Mansion, 2) Pray for the 
children and the staff, and 3) 
Receive a special offering to 
bless the work at TCM.

God’s plan for us is to 
see the need, hear the call and 
open our arms. That’s what 
Mansion Sunday is all about—
taking a designated time to 
pause in the rush of our lives 
to help make a difference in 
the life of a child.

Please join with supporters across 
North America and feature Mansion Sunday 
on November 6. Send your designated 
offering to Mansion Sunday, PO Box 167, 
Tupelo, MS 38802, or donate online at 
mansionkids.org.
Website: www.stephenhjudd.com, Twitter: @StephenHJudd, 
Facebook Page: StephenHJudd

Silsbee, TX
Douglas White

Columbus, NJ
Cindy Miller Theodore Brooks

New Haven, CT

Brian Kinsey
Pensacola, FL

Hazelwood, MO
Jimmy Toney

Pearland, TX
James HughesSam Emory

Merced, CA

Hazelwood, MO
Michael Ensey

David Bernard
Hazelwood, MO

www.winter�re.org
February 16-18, 2017

@winter�reconf



Join our mailing list to find out more,
including updates for our upcoming launch, winter 2016! 

Text “MYKINGDOM” to 44222
Visit us at www.mykingdomliving.com/purpose

For More Information

Coming Soon!
A Family, Life and

Ministry Resource Site

STUDY - Robust ministerial resources, including 
sermon outlines, visuals, and master courses by 
some of today’s leading Apostolic scholars

LEARN - Learn to play an instrument 
through video lessons for piano, organ, 
drums, bass and guitar for all skill levels

GROW - Daily devotional content for 
children in 5 separate age groups

What We Offer

SOUND
LODGE

We value every Christian’s desire to grow their 
understanding of Biblical life principles. 

By providing family, life, and ministry resources all in one 
location, Kingdom Living is strengthening the quality of 
life for believers and their families during every stage of 
their lives.

About Us

GROW. LEARN. STUDY.

KINGDOM LIVING



Plainly Speaking

ibc  perspectives  -  vol. 26,  no. 11 11

opportunity awaiting local churches.  

What are the benefits of an institutional minis-
try for a local church?

Prison ministry expands the preaching 
points of our fellowship. We presently run 200 
in our congregation, but if you add the men be-
ing ministered to in prisons, that’s an additional 
75 people. You don’t have to convince prison-
ers they have sinned. They know that. They just 
need a Savior. The word penitentiary comes 
from the word penitence, meaning repentance. 
The history of prisons shows they were initially 
established as places of repentance, where men 
and women could go and be penitent for their 
crimes and be released with a change of heart.

If all of heaven rejoices over one sinner 
that repents, I can’t think of any other min-
istry of the United Pentecostal 
Church causing more rejoicing in 
heaven than the true repentance 
of sinners as a result of this 
ministry.

What are the common barriers to 
starting such a ministry, and how 
can we solve them?

Anything unfamiliar brings 
some hesitation. In many cases, 
pastors are uncomfortable, 
because they’ve never done it. 
If someone in their church ap-
proaches them with a burden to 
get involved in prison ministry 
or a halfway house, they are not 
sure what to do. They can go 
online at www.christianprison-
erfellowship.com and draw from 
great resources there. Pastors 
can also send their people to 
CPF training events held in most districts. 
A National Conference/Training Seminar is 
scheduled on February 9, 2017 at Bro. David 
Myers’ church in Palm Bay, Fla. It includes 
two full days of training.

Reading up on prison ministry is very 
helpful, and we have district chaplains all over 
the fellowship to come in and answer ques-
tions and provide video training. The four-hour 
certification training is also available by regis-
tering at www.christianprisonerfellowship.com.

What does the Bible say about this ministry?
The bottom line regarding prison ministry 

is not how much it costs. Outside of a burden, 
there is very little cost. We must ask ourselves, 
“Did we get involved to touch the bruised and 

the hurting?” And look what Jesus said about 
the benefits to the sheep on his right in Mat-
thew 25:34, 36: “... Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. Naked, and 
ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: 
I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” Jesus 
said this in verse 40, “Verily I say unto you, In 
as much as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”  

What are some of the success stories you can 
point to?

Thirty years ago, I baptized a lady in a 
maximum security facility. She received the 
Holy Ghost, got out of prison and has re-
mained faithful. For the past five years, she has 
been going back into those prisons to minister.

We can’t count the number 
of ministers, licensed with UPCI, 
who came out of prisons. Chris 
Aton pastors in Alabama. I men-
tored Tory Campbell, who spent 
eight years in a federal prison for 
drug charges, and I baptized nine 
members of his family. He minis-
ters in a home missions church in 
Shelbyville, Tenn. Kelly Caywood’s 
life was horrible from age 4-40. 
He now pastors in Iowa. David 
Doyle spent 28 years in Louisiana 
corrections, was sentenced to life 
without parole and sentenced to die 
in the electric chair. He’s been out 
for several years and is a licensed 
district prison chaplain for Louisi-
ana, going back into those prisons 
and preaching the gospel. The list 
goes on and on.

Tell us about your book, Breaking into Prison 2.
It was birthed out of the need for train-

ing, motivation and direction. We often come 
together in events and receive motivation but 
little direction. When I first got involved in 
prison ministry, the home missions division 
wanted me to write and publish the materials I 
was teaching in national and regional seminars 
around the nation. Breaking into Prison 2 
covers over 40 years of prison ministry experi-
ence. It addresses the unexpected areas one 
might encounter in this ministry and provides a 
study guide to help navigate the prison system 
and make one’s ministry fruitful. Breaking into 
Prison 2 ($14.50) is available through www.
christianprisonerfellowship.net and PPH and 
will soon be available through other sources.

Bro. Michael 
Rickenbaker, tell us 
a little about yourself 
and your ministry 
background. 

Raised with no 
knowledge of Pente-
cost, I was 21 when 
I attended a Pente-
costal church for the 
first time and gave 
my heart to God. 
Immediately, the Lord 
began to deal with 

me about reaching others just like me. I knew 
where to find them, because the Lord saved 
me before the law caught me.

Within months, and with the approval of 
my pastor, Bro. C.M. Becton, I gave my testi-
mony at a Tennessee State Prison and felt the 
anointing of God come upon me for the first 
time. I have felt that same anointing literally 
thousands of times in prisons since then.

Christian Prisoner Fellowship is a ministry 
of North American Missions of the United 
Pentecostal Church. Men like Charles Mah-
aney, Jack Younts, Joe Ellis, Albert Dillon 
and I were in the original team when Christian 
Prisoner Fellowship began in 1982.

My wife, Allison, and I have three chil-
dren, all involved in ministry. I pastor Christ 
Community Pentecostal Church in Henderson, 
Tenn. and am very much involved in prison 
ministry. I hold four services a month at my 
local jail, and three Sundays a month within 
the Department of Corrections. 

Few churches have an active prison or jail 
ministry. Why do you think this is?

We often direct our ministry and funds 
toward maintaining the church, both in 
programs and property. I believe that’s why 
so few churches have an active jail ministry. 
Churches are stretched to pay a monthly note, 
keep people encouraged and involved, and 
take care of buildings, busses, etc. Jesus spoke 
of preaching the gospel to the poor and the 
broken-hearted. We find those in prisons.

Churches may also feel prison ministry 
would be costly. Actually, it is the greatest 
opportunity to reach into our community 
with the least possible cost of any ministry 
we could become involved in. Where do you 
find a state-of-the-art building, furnished with 
a chapel, chairs, pulpit and baptismal with a 
congregation waiting? You never have to pay 
a monthly note or light bill. It’s an amazing 

Bro. Michael Rickenbaker
Henderson, Tenn.

Written by Linda Schreckenberg
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Oct
27-28

New England Revival Conference
Revival services for everyone. Service begins 
7:30 p.m. nightly.

Faith Church
22 Faith Ave.
Auburn, MA 01501

Scott Graham and Bruce 
Johnson

For more info: contact 
Pastor Cicero (413) 218-
5161 or Pastor Craft (774) 
289-9597

Nov
2-5

West Coast Conference - Fresno, CA
33rd Annual Fresno Meeting

Fresno Convention 
Center, 848 M Street, 
Fresno, CA

Paul Bertram, Larry Mon-
tano, Jess Parker, Sam Ham, 
O.C. Marler, Homer Looper 
and David Villegas

For more information 
call: (559) 225-1622  
www.truthtabfresno.org

Nov
3-6

Time of Harvest Conference - Milford, DE Lighthouse Christian 
Center, 662 Milford-
Harrington Highway
Milford, DE 19963

Art Wilson, Stan Gleason, 
Joel Andrus, Royce Andrus, 
Lee Stoneking, Ronald Libby 
and Aaron Soto

For more information 
call: (302) 841-7777  
www.timeofharvest.org

Nov
11-12

Chicagoland Men’s Conference Family Harvest Church
18500 S. 92nd Ave.
Tinley Park, IL
Host Pastor Miroballi

Jerry Dean, Michael Easter, 
John Wolfram and Thomas 
Trimble

For more information call: 
(708) 330-5252 or (708) 
542-2399, www.chicago-
landmensconference.com

Jan 
27

Indiana Bible College LIVE RECORDING
Under the direction of Lindel M. Anderson, 
Dean of Music

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Roden-
bush, Lindel Anderson, 
IBC Choir, IBC Chorale, IBC 
Praise, others

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Feb
6-15

Israel Holyland Tour
An Apostolic 10-day Biblical tour of Israel. Apos-
tolic, Academic, Anointed.

Israel
Hosted by: David J. Sagil, 
Director of Ministry of 
Jewish Relations

David Bernard and Steve 
Cannon

For more info: contact
David Sagil, 773-617-9550, 
email djsagil@sbcglobal.
net or visit mjr.world

Feb
16-18

WinterFire 2017 - RESTORE 
WinterFire’s focus is ministering to those in 
ministry. Our objective is that every member of 
your team will leave renewed and refreshed.

First Cathedral
1151 Blue Hills Ave.
Bloomfield, CT 06002

Jimmy Toney, Douglas 
White, David Bernard, Sam 
Emory, Brian Kinsey, Michael 
Ensey, James Hughes, Cindy 
Miller, Theodore Brooks

For more info: visit
www.winterfire.org or 
visit Instagram/Twitter/
Facebook @winterfireconf

Feb
24

Fresh Oil Youth Conference
Power From On High -- Acts 1:8
7:30 p.m.

New Life of Albany, 1200 
Cordele Rd., Albany, 
GA 31705, Host Pastor: 
Steve Waldron

Nathan French, Myron 
Wideman Jr. and musical 
guests Tiffany Huba, 
Joy McGarr & Edward 
Seabrooks

For more info: contact
newlifeofalbany.com, 
freshoilyouth.com
229-439-7242

May  
2017

Ministers Only Book Rendezvous - Grand Rapids, MI
No pre-registration required. Just show up! 
Enjoy the newly expanded Baker Book House. 
No business, no agenda. Just books, sharing 
and fellowship.

Grand Rapids, MI Hosts: Paul D. Mooney and 
O.C. Marler

For more info: contact La-
Dusta Brown at labwn@
aol.com or 317-262-4030

June
2017

Power Conference 2017
Services begin at 7:30 p.m. nightly. Day sessions 
at 10 a.m. Thursday and Friday morning.

To be announced To be announced For more info: contact 
Josh Hodum @ 662-872-
9999 or John Hodum @ 
931-332-3926

July 
2017

Mile High Conference 2017
Defending the Apostolic faith, family and 
future.

Calvary Apostolic Church
Of Denver, 5900 E. Yale 
Ave. Denver, CO 80222

To be announced (303) 758-5900
www.cacdenver.org
DEH2@comcast.net

Aug
17-18

Investing in Futures
A conference for those who invest in children. 
Educating, encouraging and equipping chil-
dren’s ministry workers.

Apostolic Sanctuary
1501 John Deere Pkwy
Silvis, IL  61282
Host:  Gary Randol

Richard Gifford, Sam Emory 
and Aaron Bounds

For more info: visit
invest-in-futures.com
(309) 792-0414

Sept 
2017

Mid-America Renewal Conference (MARC)
Indianapolis, Indiana - A Power Packed Preach-
ing Conference in the Heart of the Midwest.

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

To be announced ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Sept 
2017

93rd Annual UPCI General Conference
Don’t miss it!

Indiana Convention Ctr.
100 S. Capitol Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46225

To be announced Online registration, hotel 
reservations and exhibit 
registration available at 
www.upcigc.com

Oct
2017

Soar 2017
An equipping conference for North American 
missionaries, church planters, Bible study 
teachers and church leaders

Holiday Inn Conference 
Center, 3100 Wellington 
Place, Janesville, WI 
53546

To be announced Contact Dave Punzel, 920-
723-2179, lifechurchwi@
yahoo.com, or www.
lifechurchwi.org
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Church Today:  Getting Plugged In

tmassengale@apostolic.edu
Church Growth Note that HBS and VFU are separated out 

of outreach. Each leader has a good job 
description that includes evangelism activities 
for every department each year.  You meet 
with your leaders and their spouses annually 
for an extended Planning Retreat to plan and 
improve every department. Each department 
then hands in a written One-Year Plan. You 
then meet monthly with these leaders as a 
group to implement these plans and tag-in 
occasionally throughout the month to inspire.

Evangelism.  You have a written 5-year 
plan that details how you will double your 
church attendance. Annual and quarterly 
goals provide benchmarks to check your 
progress.  You have set goals for evangelism 
results: visitors, HBS’s, contacts, and SS 
attendance. You are aware that 100% of 
your new converts come from your guests. 
For this reason, VFU is a strong, productive 
ministry.  Phone calls, letters and, most 

importantly, visits to the home encourage 
guests to return.  HBS is a strong, organized 
ministry that sees many souls won each 
year.  Personal witnessing is a priority 
because saints are trained HOW to witness 
effectively. Bus, van and car ministry brings 
children and parents to church each week.

Assimilation.  You have a well organized 
and detailed New Convert Care ministry that 
retains at least 50% of your converts each 
year. Emphasis is placed upon instruction 
(first week counseling, new converts class, 
HBS), fellowship (care partners, monthly 
fellowship assignments, new convert socials), 
and involvement (gift evaluation and active 
ministry mentorship). Converts are carefully 
monitored and encouraged throughout their 
first year or longer.

If you wish details on any or all of these 
areas, call 1-800-800-0247 and order Total 
Church Growth.  Or contact PPH.

Growing Strong in 2017
After 30-plus years 

of working with churches 
in church growth, I am 
convinced that most 
Apostolic churches can 
double in attendance within 

3-5 years.  But to do so requires a church to 
focus strongly in three areas:  Organization, 
Evangelization, and Assimilation.  So here’s a 
checklist to see if you are doing what needs to 
be done to accomplish this:

Organization.  Your church is set up 
in multiple departments with competent 
leaders over each:  Sunday School, Home 
Bible Study, Visitor Follow-up, Outreach, 
Bus Ministry, Promotions, Ladies, Men, 
New Converts, Music, Youth, and Prayer.  

T. W. Massengale

bobby.killmon@sbcglobal.net
Theology

Does the Greek show that the references in the 
book of Acts do not actually give the name to be 
used in baptism, but rather only mean “in the 
authority of Jesus”? If so, does this make 
Mt. 28:19 the only biblical formula to use for 
baptism?

Short answer? No. Longer answer, let us 
look a little bit at the claim from the Greek language. The claim goes 
something like this: when you really know Greek, you can see the 
truth about baptism and as the following three verses clearly show, 
the prepositions beginning each phrase are different:

ἐπὶ τῷ ὀνόματι Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ (Acts 2:38)
εἰς τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ κυρίου Ἰησοῦ (8:16)
ἐν τῷ ὀνόματι Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ (10:48)
Then they follow up with the claim it only means authority, not 

actually calling over people in Jesus name. They suggest the phrase 
“in the name of Jesus Christ” does not seem like a formula that 
speaks directly to the formula called over people at baptism. Instead, 
they suggest, it seems to “only point to the significance of Jesus’ lord-
ship and authority.”

How do we know? The Greek phrase does indicate authority, but 
that’s not all. It also gives us an exact formula for that authority. The 
point is that literally calling out Jesus’ name over people in baptism 
is tied to that exact authority. Without Jesus’ name baptism, the 
lordship of Jesus Christ is not there, so there is literally no authority 
attached to that baptism. 

Furthermore, the Greek of Mt. 28:19 is exactly the same as Acts 
8 and is conceptually equivalent to the rest. It’s: εἰς τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ 
πατρὸς καὶ τοῦ υἱοῦ καὶ τοῦ ἁγίου πνεύματος. If our Trinitarian friends 
want to claim the passages in Acts only mean to suggest authority, 
without mention of a literal formula for baptism, then neither does the 
same exact and equivalent phrase in Mt. 28:19 give a baptism either. 

The point is they are using the Greek inconsistently to argue 
against the original language informing baptism in Acts, while using 
the same Greek language to practice a baptism that is a fundamental 
misread of Matthew’s Gospel. Acts and Matthew’s Gospel agree both 
in Greek and English. The one saving Name (singular) isn’t Father, 
Son or Spirit. Those are not names but titles. If you ask anyone what 
the name of the Son of God is, they all answer the same: Jesus. 
That’s right. Mt. 1:21 says she would have a son, and then says she 
would call His name what? Jesus. Titles are not names. Either I agree 
with the angel that spoke this and the Word of God it was recorded 
in, or I have to believe someone else’s opinion which conflicts with 
that. You could kindly point out, “You see my dilemma right? You or 
God?” Both in English and Greek, Acts and the Gospels agree with 
the only biblical formula of baptism found in the whole of Scripture: 
that great name of our Lord, Jesus! 

Bobby Killmon

Church Today
jayerodenbush@mac.com

Getting Plugged In
While speaking at a marriage and 

parenting retreat, the issue of how the 
Internet is affecting both our marriages and 
our children was again a source of questions 
and frustration. The American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers states that two-thirds 

of all divorce cases reported excessive Internet use and por-
nography played a significant role in their decision to end the 
marriage. We are losing our kids into a cyber abyss making it 
harder to connect, to communicate and to police.

As spouses and as parents we have got to get plugged 
in to this issue. If we don’t decide how we’re going to deal 
with the cyber impact on our families, the world will. Yes, 
it’s hard. It means we start with our own Internet usage and 
habits. Many people avoid this topic with their children, 
because they don’t want to feel hypocritical or make changes 
themselves. It is also extremely difficult, especially if you 
are not tech savvy, to figure it all out. The popular games, 
memes, social media platforms change rapidly. Once you 
understand one, everyone has moved on to something else. 
It requires learning new technology, new language, new con-
notations. It means sometimes you will be the bad guy. But, 
we don’t have a choice. 

We cannot hand our children and teenagers devices that 
could easily be used by the enemy to attack their minds and 
hearts and then choose to be willfully ignorant about the de-
struction these devices can cause. The power and capability 
of the cyber world is real, alluring and dangerous. 

Holding on to naïveté like it is somehow honorable is 
not what we have been admonished by scripture to do. “Lest 
Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant 
of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11).

It is the height of arrogance to think, “This won’t affect 
MY marriage,” or “MY kid would NEVER do that!” Sadly, 
I’ve seen the crushed faces of Apostolic parents who thought 
they were guarding it all, but somehow the filter failed and 
they are muddling through the devastating consequences. It’s 
easy to soothe our conscience and our egos by thinking our 
kids are somehow “special,” “different” or “immune.” Please, 
know that this is a battle we must each face: as an individual, 
as a spouse, and as a parent.

Don’t be discouraged. Having talks about Internet and 
cyber security can bring you closer to your spouse and your 
children. Pray and talk to your kids about developing their 
own convictions concerning Internet time and content. 

Jaye M. Rodenbush
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Aubrey L. Jayroe is an Accredited Tax Advisor, Accredited Tax 
Preparer and Enrolled Agent by the IRS, as well as an Apostolic 
pastor. Contact him at: (870) 633-6045. Jayroe & Company, P.O. Box 
1217, Forrest City, AR 72336. Email:  jayroeone@sbcglobal.net

Do church employees 
qualify for the new rules gov-
erning overtime and minimum 
wages?

In most cases, yes. In 
order to fully answer the 
question, there are rules we 

have to review to determine who qualifies. 
These rules are very complex and can be 
confusing unless understood completely.

1. The courts have created a ministerial 
exception that exempts clergy from federal 
wage and hour laws. It does not appear as 
though the increase to the minimum salary 
level will affect the ministerial exception. The 
ministerial exception is intended to apply only 
to pastors, ministers or other employees who 
are ordained or who function in a similar 
religious capacity.

2. For non-clergy church employees, 
the church should follow the new rules and 
classify them as either exempt or non-exempt. 
An exempt employee must meet the following 
three tests:

a. Salary basis test: This test requires 
that an exempt employee be paid a salary, 
and it limits the type of deductions that can be 
made to the employee’s salary.

b. Salary level test: This test requires 
that an exempt employee be paid at least 
the required minimum salary amount. This is 
the threshold that the Dept. of Labor will be 
increasing, effective 12/1/16. Accordingly, 
nearly all ministry employees who earn an 
annual salary of less than $47,476 per year 
($913 per week) will soon be considered non-
exempt and will be subject to minimum wage 
and overtime.

c. Primary duties test: This test requires 
that an exempt employee typically perform 
executive, administrative, professional or 
creative professional job duties. It is important 
to understand that a job title, such as “office 
manager,” is not a determining factor. The 
employee’s job duties must pass the primary 
duties test.

An employee can meet the primary duties 
test but not pass the salary basis test, or pass 
the salary basis test but not satisfy the primary 
job duties test. Employees that fail to meet all 
three of these tests generally must be considered 
non-exempt and must be paid at least minimum 
wage and overtime. Paying a non-exempt 
employee a salary does not eliminate the need 
to pay overtime or minimum wage. 

Aubrey Jayroe
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God’s Truth Heals 
Hurting Hearts

It is a blessing from 
God to be a conduit of His 
truth to share with hurting 
hearts. People who are 

raised in abusive homes can 
be diagnosed as depressed 

and bipolar. Psychiatrists have told me, “We 
give meds and coping skills.” The counselees 
tell me the meds make them feel emotionally 
numb and the coping skills can be a 
suggestion such as jumping on a trampoline 
or rubbing small rocks together to bring back 
to a mental center.

God’s truth gives much more than 
coping skills. Through the power of His 
Spirit and Word, hearts and minds can be 
transformed from darkness to light, replacing 
Satan’s lies with God’s truth!

God has the answers for anxiety and de-
pression. It is through God’s truth - Romans 
12:1 - be ye transformed by renewing your 
mind - with God’s truth!

It is cognitive behavioral therapy. Cogni-
tive is our thinking process. Behavior is our 
actions. God’s therapy is His Word. When we 
know His truth, the truth will set us free.

When children are raised in an emo-
tionally and physically abusive environment 
and told they are stupid, unwanted, unloved, 
mentally retarded, etc., they grow up believing 
what they were told. In their adult life (even 
after salvation), they fight depression, fear and 
anxiety. Their emotional and spiritual healing 
transformation happens when they begin 
replacing the devil’s lies with God’s truth.

It is a decision to not allow the past to 
define self today in God. It is a process of 
renewing the mind with God’s truth. Just 
because the verbal abuse was spoken does 
not mean it is true. A person can choose to 
not accept the emotional “death sentence” 
that was spoken. 

We are to be renewed in the spirit of 
our mind. The mind is the battlefield. When 
we use the whole armor of God, we use 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God. God’s Word transforms a person’s 
heart, soul and mind! This is the basis for my 
God-centered counseling, speaking the truth 
in love. In God there is healing and hope. I 
counsel and teach for churches and conferenc-
es these Biblical truths. I provide nationwide 
counseling by phone/Skype (636) 448-0121. 

Carol Clemans

There has been a lot 
in the news lately regard-
ing minimum wages 
and new overtime rules. 
Churches need to be 
aware of these changes, 

and make sure that they are in compliance.
The current federal minimum wage is 

$7.25/hour. However, many states have 
minimum wages that exceed the federal 
rate. If a state’s rate is higher, you must use 
the higher state minimum wage.

Employee Wages

Delano Sherley

Also, non-exempt employees must be 
paid overtime (one and a half times their 
regular rate of pay) for any hours worked 
over 40.

Under new rules recently adopted, 
effective December 1, 2016, anyone who 
earns less than $47,476 a year (or $913/
week) must be paid overtime. Up to 10% 
of pay can come from bonuses, incentives 
or commissions.

There are no exceptions in these rules 
for religious employers. However, several 
courts have concluded that the government 
is prohibited by the First Amendment reli-
gion clause from applying the Fair Labor 

Standards Act (FLSA) to ministers. Other 
church employees are covered under the 
FLSA.

Comp time is not allowed, nor can the 
church use average hours worked or con-
sider hours over 40 as “volunteer time.” A 
qualified attorney who works in employ-
ment law should be consulted for specific 
advice regarding these rules.

We will continue with this subject next 
month.

Delano Sherley is a CPA and president of Delano 
Sherley & Associates, Inc. He can be reached at 513-737-1314. 
Delano Sherley & Associates, Inc., 8240 Beckett Park Dr., Suite 
A, West Chester, OH 45069. Email: Delano@dsacpainc.com 
Website: www.dsacpainc.com

n	Accounting & Tax

n  Finance jayroeone@sbcglobal.net

  Carol Clemans – www.carolclemans.org - Bio on ‘about 
ministry’ page, teaching CD’s, DVD’s, book: God’s Design for 
Marriage. Refs: Pastor Daniel Batchelor, Dupo, IL.

n	Creation vs. Evolution
 moehlenpah@aol.com

   Dr. Arlo Moehlenpah taught chemistry at three colleges 
and Bible subjects at four UPC Bible colleges. He authored 
three books including Creation versus Evolution: Scientific and 
Religious Considerations, available at www.doinggood.org. To 
have him speak at churches or other meetings contact him at 
619-852-4979 or Moehlenpah@aol.com

What three states of the 
earth are described in II Peter 
3:5-13? The world that then 
was (before the flood), the 
heavens and earth which are 
now, and a new earth. 

What things were different about the 
earth before the flood? Man and animals were 
vegetarians (Gen. 1:29-30), there was no rain 
(Gen. 2:5-6), and men lived long ages (Gen. 
5:3-32). Why were these things different? 
The water canopy (Gen. 1:6-8) seems to have 
provided a warm uniform climate and shielded 
the earth from much harmful radiation. 

Other than Creation, what was the most 
significant event affecting the geology of the 
earth? The flood must have restructured the 
entire face of the earth. The crust must have 
been distorted, fractured, elevated, depressed 
and contorted in almost every conceivable way. 

From where did the waters come? The  
fountains of the great deep were broken up 
and the windows of heaven were opened and 
it rained 40 days and nights (Gen. 7:11-12). 

Was the whole earth covered by the 
flood? All the high hills and the mountains 
were covered (Gen. 7:19-20) and God 
promised never again to smite every living 
thing by a flood (Gen. 8:21; 9:11,15). Also, 
only eight souls were saved (I Pet. 3:20).

What evidence is there today of such a 
great flood? Marine fossils have been found 
near the top of mountains and most rocks on 
earth are sedimentary rocks which require 
heavy rain for erosion, transportation and 
deposition of sediment. Anthropologists have 
collected over 200 myths and legends of the 
flood from civilizations all over the world. 

What was the capacity of Noah’s ark? 
(Gen. 6:14-16). The ark is the only ship in 
the Bible where the dimensions are given. 
The volume was the equivalent to about 569 
railroad stock (box) cars and the deck area 
greater than 20 basketball courts. 

Where did all the flood waters go? Oceans 
today cover approximately 70% of the earth 
and the basins are deeper than the continents 
are high. If the earth were now smooth, 
water would cover the earth to a depth of 
approximately 7,500 feet. God prepared a 
place for the receding waters by lowering the 
ocean levels and raising the mountains, or 
making higher ones (Psalms 104:6-9).

The Flood - Genesis 6-9

Arlo Moehlenpah



 The Obama administration is furious with Israel. In July, 
the U.S. State Department issued a scathing press statement 
in which it publicly rebuked the government of Israel for “set-
tlement activity” in East Jerusalem which the Obama adminis-
tration considers to be “corrosive to the cause of peace.”

There has always been tension between the Netanyahu 
government and the Obama administration, but rarely has the 
State Department used such strong language to condemn Israeli 
activity. Unfortunately, the rapid deterioration of the relation-
ship between the United States and Israel could have some very 
serious implications for the entire region in the months ahead.

Newsweek is reporting that France is ready to make a 
renewed push for a UN Security Council resolution that would 
formally establish a Palestinian state, and this time the Obama 
administration may be ready to go along with such a resolution.

The core issue that is causing so much contention between 
the U.S. and Israel is the expansion of housing in areas of East 
Jerusalem where Jewish people already live. The Netanyahu 
government doesn’t see anything wrong with this, but the 
Obama administration wants those areas of East Jerusalem to 
be handed over to the Palestinians as part of any peace deal.

The fact that more Jewish homes could be built on land 
the Obama administration believes will soon belong to the 
Palestinians is making them angry. The following is part of the 
press release published on the State Department website: 

“We are deeply concerned by reports that the Government 
of Israel has published tenders for 323 units in East Jerusalem 
settlements. This follows the announcement of plans for 770 
units in the settlement of Gilo. We strongly oppose settlement 
activity, which is corrosive to the cause of peace. These steps 
by Israeli authorities are the latest examples of what appears to 
be a steady acceleration of settlement activity that is systemati-
cally undermining the prospects for a two-state solution.

“This is part of an ongoing process of land seizures, 
settlement expansion, legalizations of outposts, and denial of 
Palestinian development that risk entrenching a one-state reality 
of perpetual occupation and conflict. We remain troubled that Is-
rael continues this pattern of provocative and counterproductive 
action, which raises serious questions about Israel’s commitment 
to a peaceful, negotiated settlement with the Palestinians.”

The State Department seems to be turning a blind eye 
to the mortal danger of Islamic terrorism and the hatred of 
Jews that permeates Palestinian society. In so doing, the 
department is in fact giving a green light to the Palestinian 
leadership, media and administrative bodies that openly incite, 
encourage and support terrorism and violence against Israel.

Right to Homeschool 
Children Under Attack in CA

THAT’S OUTRAGEOUS

World News  a n  a p o s t o l i c  e y e  o n  e v e n t s  k t r e n d s

Obama’s Last Act May Be to 
Deliver Israel to UN Council

EDUCATION TRENDS
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The Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA) has reported 
that the right to homeschool children 
is under attack in California.

HSLDA reports that its members 
in the San Benito High School District 
recently received a letter stating, “Un-
der California Law, a home school is 
not a private school, nor is it a lawful 
alternative to public school…”

Homeschool advocates were con-
fused as to why this letter was sent be-
cause back in 2008, a court case had 
already established that homeschooling 
was legal in California.

That case, known as Jonathan 
L., ultimately concluded that home-
schooling was permitted in California 
under the designation of a private 
school. HSLDA questioned why the 
right to homeschool in California is 
now under attack once again.

Aborted Babies 
Reportedly Cut Open 

While Still Alive   
Experiments were reportedly 

done on aborted babies while they 
were still alive, according to an ar-

ticle published 
in the Ameri-
can Journal of 
Obstetrics and 
Gynecology.

LifeNews.
com says 

the experiments were completed at 
Stanford University Hospital by Dr. 
Robert C. Goodlin. The purpose of 
the experiments was to observe the 
still-beating hearts of the aborted 
babies. The babies were reportedly 
kept in incubators and their chests 
were cut open and their hearts 
observed.

In a grisly description of the 
experiments, the Journal says: “The 
thorax [chest] was opened and the 
heart was observed directly. When 
the heart was beating, the fetus was 
returned to the chamber and the 
experiment was resumed.”

One of the babies survived 
for 11 hours under these 
brutal conditions. This kind of 
experimentation on aborted babies 
who are still alive is illegal in the 
U.S., despite these studies.

THAT’S OUTRAGEOUS

If you are a Christian, the self-
proclaimed Islamic State group (ISIS) 
may want to kill you. Our politicians 
keep telling us that our battle with ISIS 
is not a “religious war,” but to ISIS it 
most certainly is.

ISIS leaders have a new focus. 
They are 
very clear 
about 
the fact 
that they 
intend 
to kill as 
many 
“citizens of the cross” as they possibly 
can, and they plan to bomb churches 
wherever they can find them.

Religious targets now appear to be 
a top priority for ISIS, and that means 
that every church and every Christian 
in the western world needs to start 
thinking differently about security.

In Africa, Boko Haram’s brutality 
has made headlines all over the planet, 
and the infamous terror organization 
has pledged complete loyalty to ISIS 
at this point.  Earlier this month, a 
man named Abu Musab al-Barnawi 
announced that he had taken over 
the infamous Boko Haram organiza-
tion. And his first message as the new 
leader was as clear as it was concise 
-- on his watch, the group’s main focus 
will be killing Christians.

According to an interview published 
by ISIS, al-Barnawi said he will no longer 
attack places used by Muslims, but that 
his organization will be “booby-trapping 
and blowing up every church that we are 
able to reach, and killing all of those who 
we find from the citizens of the cross.”

ISIS New Focus: Kill Chris-
tians, Bomb Churches 

POLITICAL TRENDS

n  Though the vast majority 
(78%) of Americans identify 
themselves as Christians, many 
have stopped attending church. 
Less than 20% of the popula-
tion now makes it to church in 
a typical week and some 4,000 
churches are closing every year. 
n  Archaeologists in Israel have 

discovered what they believe 
to be the site of a biblical city 
mentioned in the story of David 
and Goliath. Charisma News 
reports that the two-gated city 
is thought to be around 3,000 
years old. Its modern name 
is Khirbet Qeiyafa and it is in 
Israel’s Elah Valley. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Target has announced that it 
will be adding single-occupancy 
restrooms to all its stores to maintain 
its transgender bathroom policy -- a 
project that will cost $20 million.

Back in June, Target 
announced that it would allow 
transgender individuals to use the 
bathroom of their choice. “We 
welcome transgender team members 
and guests to use the restroom or 
fitting room facility that corresponds 
with their gender identity,” the 
retailer said. “Everyone deserves to 
feel like they belong.”

Now, Target is continuing its 
effort and will be installing single-
person bathrooms in all its stores.

Interestingly, Target has reported 
a loss in sales since announcing the 
transgender policy. But the retailer 
says the drop in sales does not have 
anything to do with the policy and the 
resulting boycott by some customers. 
Those pushing back against Target’s 
transgender bathroom policy have 
collected 1.4 million signatures and 
assert that Target’s drop in sales is a 
result of their efforts.

Target to Spend $20 Mil 
to Maintain Transgender 

Bathroom Policy

SOCIAL TRENDS

By Michael Snyder, author and commentator

By Michael Snyder



There was a spirit of unity among the church and community on September 29. Indiana 
Bible College (IBC) facilitated an outreach concert for the community after the Thursday 
night service of the United Pentecostal Church International’s (UPCI) General Conference. 
The concert took place in downtown Indianapolis at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument. It 
was a great opportunity to sing praises to the Lord together.

The Concert on the Circle was a powerful experience, with 3,000-4,000 people in 
attendance. The Spirit of the Lord was felt by those in the audience and the singers. Each 
year this concert is a way for students to impact their community in a positive way, and we 
were thankful to be able to share the event with the UPCI. 

With the addition of local food trucks, IBC alumni, and other attendees of the General 
Conference, this year’s Concert on the Circle proved to be one of the best to date. We look 
forward to hosting another Concert on the Circle Wednesday, July 26 after the Þrst service 
of the North American Youth Congress 2017.

INDIANA BIBLE COLLEGE 
CONCERT ON THE CIRCLE
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When we are young, we feel that we are invincible. There’s 
always a tomorrow.

On a recent visit to England, I saw many tall tower cranes 
on new construction sites. We weren’t really seeing how the 
cranes move, but I recalled the early mornings in past years 
of construction work, walking out onto the arm of the tall 
construction-site cranes. As the crane picked up a load, it would 
drop three to four feet. It takes some getting used to. As it began 
to turn, the tower itself would twist several inches. You had to 
trust in the structure; had to feel the invincibility on the crane, 
like “there’s always tomorrow, nothing bad could happen.” But, 
we have seen through news reports that accidents do happen 
and opportunity knocks for the last time.

Opportunities to Witness
We can count our close friends -- people say -- on one hand. 

We sing, “What a Friend we have in Jesus.” We know He is our 
Friend, but outside of that, who is really our friend?

Apostle Paul had two special friends: Luke the physician, 
with whom he traveled, and Timothy, whom Paul addressed as 
“my own son in the faith” (I Timothy 1:2). It’s believed when 
Paul was stoned and left to die at Lystra, it was Timothy who 
ministered to him, binding up his wounds and assisting him into 
the city.

Paul faced hard times and had many opportunities to quit. 
Being warned not to go to Jerusalem, Paul answered, “But 
none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). Opportunities are 
there to witness for the Lord. But, in a moment, opportunity 
knocks for the last time.

Near the end of his journey, even through shipwreck, Paul 
remained confident: an angel had visited and said, “You’re going 
to Rome.” He could say to those who were cast away with him 
on the island of Melita, “It’s going to be okay. This is not my final 
stop. There are other opportunities.”

After reaching Rome, Paul wrote to Timothy. “Do thy 
diligence to come shortly unto me” (II Timothy 4:9). In jail, he 
knew winter was coming. “The cloke that I left at Troas… bring 
with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments” (13). 
And finally, “Do thy diligence to come before winter” (21).

Opportunities to Minister
During winters in the Mediterranean, most business 

shuts down, including travel. If one is late in scheduling, the 

opportunity for travel is over.
What would Timothy have thought of Paul’s letter? Timothy 

was very busy building a church in Ephesus and overseeing and 
installing elders there. But Paul had written, “Do thy diligence to 
come before winter.”

Timothy might have thought, “I’ve got many things that 
need done, and I’m going to clear off my desk, and….” If so, 
he would’ve landed in Rome the next spring and inquired, “I’m 
looking for the prisoner Paul.”

“Paul? He was executed three months ago. You missed your 
chance to see him.”

Imagine how Timothy might have felt. 
“You’re not Timothy, by chance? Because he kept asking all 

the time, ‘Has Timothy come? Any word of Timothy?’ Even on 
the day of his execution he was wondering.”

Though I’d like to believe that Timothy made it by winter, 
Paul wrote, “… Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come 
shortly…” (Hebrews 13:23). It leads us to believe maybe Timothy 
didn’t make it. There is a moment when opportunity knocks for 
the last time.

Opportunities to Connect
“I preached a sermon in 1915, and afterward I preached 

the same story every year for 40 years,” Clarence E. Macartney 
declared, “because every year I learned there might be a person 
whose opportunity was knocking for the last time.”

After he heard it preached, a young man once responded, 
“The title of that message, ‘Come Before Winter’ . . . I kept 
hearing it in my ears, over and over. After that, I was busy 
finishing college and working, but I finally sat down and wrote 
a letter to my mother.” After he sent it, a telegram arrived 
summoning him home; his mother was dying. When he arrived, 
he found his letter under her pillow. Those attending her said the 
letter had brought hope and joy to her in those last moments.

When the young man told Macartney that, Macartney 
shared the story wherever he went. Opportunity comes . . . 
but so does winter. There comes a moment when opportunity 
knocks for the last time.

Opportunities to Parent
Every father plans to be a good father, to toss the ball, 

to be the best he can be. But there’s business, work, school, 
entertaining, etc. If we could put our child in the “deep freeze 
of time” until we had time for them . . . they’d never come out! 
That’s life! Life happens. We want to put everything in the deep 
freeze until we can get back to it, until we have free time -- but 

Transcribed by Peggy Jenkins
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there’s no free time! Children have this habit of growing up. 
There comes a moment when opportunity knocks for the last 
time.

A secular song by Harry Chapin called “Cat’s in the Cradle” 
tells of a young boy who says, “I’m gonna be like you, Dad.” 
The dad is busy, but the boy grows up to be 10, then a teenager, 
and off to college and career, always asking when he can spend 
time with his dad. Sometime later, his dad calls, wondering when 
they can get together, but the son is busy and his kids are sick, 
etc. The dad realizes his son has grown up “just like me.” There 
comes a moment when opportunity knocks for the last time.

I knew a family growing up; the parents were raised in 
Godly homes. They married and were successful in business, 
receiving promotions and flying all over the world. The lifestyle, 
along with their success, was one of entertaining, partying and 
drinking. When their kids were growing into teens with issues, 
the couple recognized their need: “We’ve got to get back to 
church.” The only problem was that those kids -- now in their 
teenage years -- were witness to the parents’ previous lifestyle.

The couple prayed and fasted. It’s heartbreaking to see the 
kids now on social media living their lives according to what 
they saw as children growing up. We must realize there comes a 
moment when opportunity knocks for the last time. Mom, Dad, 
when opportunity is knocking, when you have the opportunity, 
wouldn’t it be better to be in the house of God where your 
children are free to lift their hands and worship like tonight? 
Wouldn’t it be better for them to feel and experience the moving 
and anointing of the Holy Spirit in their lives? But, suddenly, 
opportunity knocks for the last time.

Church involvement is beyond important for us. It is non-
negotiable! It’s also important for the community, especially to 
the mayor and the chief of police who have told us in several 
meetings, “We don’t know what to do.” Opportunity is knocking 
when we can say to our children, “You’re going to church with 
me!” The saddest phone calls are for funerals, when someone 
calls and says, “We think Calvary Tabernacle was probably 
his home church.” How could they come and not know Christ 
rules and reigns? They never quite made Christ their King. 
Opportunity knocks for the last time.

John Greenleaf Whittier wrote the famous words: “For all 
the sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest of these are, ‘It 
might’ve been.’” Winter comes. Opportunity knocks for the last 
time.

Opportunities to Do Right
An elderly woman wrote of her blessing, “One thousand 

dollars came unexpectedly!” After receiving it, she checked her 
diary entry for the corresponding check date and saw she had 
written, “I’ve got to hurry and write out my tithes.” The next 
line read, “Quick! Quick, before my heart gets hard!” It was an 
opportunity to do the right thing.

The Bible speaks of giving on the first day. People have 
intended to give but lose their desire, things get in the way, etc. 
Opportunity knocks for the last time.

I remember growing up with great preaching. It had a 
profound effect on me! I can remember youth camps when it 
seemed the preacher was coming after us right over the pulpit. 
If they were preaching about hell, we could feel the flames of 
hell on our feet! We were convinced it really existed. They also 
preached about heaven in a way that made you ready to get your 
ticket punched today. It seems political correctness has altered 
our approach and taken away some of that type of preaching 
today.

Opportunities of Choice
Pastor O.R. Fauss preached one of those camps. He told the 

story of a young man who came to church one night and sat on 
the back pew. Bro. Fauss preached a sermon, but felt God arrest 
his message with a final call. He noticed the young man, and the 
Holy Spirit said, “That’s the one.” Fauss approached him and 
repeatedly pleaded with him to give his heart to God, without 

response. Fauss had just received a 
nice car from the church, and as he 
withdrew the keys from his pocket, 
he said, “If you will just give God a 
chance, I’ll give you the keys to my 
nice new car!”

The young man refused. He 
walked out of the church, and that 
very evening he lost his life in a 
car accident. Opportunity knocked 
for the last time. You might think 
you can alter your time allotted, or 
finally get around to your family, or 
push off the Holy Ghost until it is 
convenient, but God could also say, 
“Okay, opportunity has knocked for 
the last time. I will NOT be with you 
always.”

At Jesus’ friends’ house were Lazarus and his sisters, 
Mary and Martha. Martha was busy with guests and began to 
complain to Jesus that Mary should come and help her rather 
than sit and listen. Jesus answered, “Martha, thou art careful 
and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her” (Luke 10:41-42). We can get so caught up -- it’s 
“needful” -- but opportunity knocks at your life. Sometime during 
your day, you better take time out for the Holy Ghost to touch 
your life. Opportunity knocks for the last time!

Winter is when, instead of growing, the trees are bare, the 
leaves have fallen, and they seemingly have died. Winter is also 
when the human heart becomes very cold. Opportunities fade. 
A lot of decisions need 
to be made before 
winter. Do I yield 
myself to the 
opportunities? 
Do I still 
fervently 
pray? Do 
I set aside 
time so 
the Holy 
Ghost can 
intervene 
in my life?

God is 
full of grace 
and has a long 
arm of mercy. 
All we need to do 
is find our way to the 
cross. Heed Jeremiah’s 
words: “The harvest 
is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not 
saved” (8:20).

It is paramount! It 
is beyond important! 
Because there is 
that moment when 
opportunity knocks for the 
last time.

Bro. Tim Pedigo
Indianapolis, Ind.

Bio: Tim Pedigo came to 
Indianapolis in 1991 to serve 
at Calvary Tabernacle, first as 
administrative assistant and then 
as assistant pastor in 2000.  He 
has been an instructor at IBC since 
1991, teaching subjects such as 
Hebrews, World Religions and 
Music Composition. His expertise 
is utilized in many areas, and he is 
greatly appreciated.



            

            

OFFERING
Architectural Design 

Services
and

Construction 
Management Services

Helping churches design and 
build their future

  
Z ion Church Bui lders,  Inc.

Zion Church Builders has 
b e e n d e s i g n i n g a n d 
building churches since 
1965.  The company is owned by Jim 

Hinze, who has over 38 years experience in 

church design and construction.  Since 1965, 

Zion has built over 1,500 churches in 40 

different states.  We only build churches and 

specialize in church buildings of all sizes and 

designs.  Our philosophy is to enable 

churches to save as much as 20% to 40% 

over using a general contractor.  Zion Church 

Builders’ continued growth is due to strong 

referrals from our completed churches.    

The goal of Zion Church Builders has always 

been to provide our clients with the best 

professional services available.   We are 

dedicated to the belief that every church 

deserves its own original concept to design 

and function.  This policy eliminates stock or 

off-the-shelf type plans, which seldom provide 

adequate solutions to the individual needs of 

every church.  No church is too small or too 

large to fit into our program.  We have worked 

with groups ranging from 18 to 3500.  We 

pledge to commit our combined expertise and 

personnel in order to help you design and build 

your new facility.

     

PO Box 218   Mattawan, Michigan 49071    Tel: 269.544.7211  Fax: 269.544.7216                                                                 
E-Mail:    zionchurchbuilders@gmail.com  

On the web at www.zionchurchbuilders.com or check us out on Facebook!



What could be 
more exciting 
than seeing Trini-

tarians receive a revelation 
on baptism in Jesus name 
and then receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost?  Bro. 
Paul Baumeister, execu-
tive director of adminis-
tration at the Apostolic 
School of Theology in 

Elk Grove, Calif., has written a unique Bible 
study that speaks to those steeped in tradition 
and false doctrine. We asked Bro. Baumeister 
about the City of the Living God Bible study 
and the story behind its development.

“Over twenty years ago, while pastoring, 
we needed a Bible study that was thorough 
yet not too long that would convince the 
sincere the need for baptism in the name of 
Jesus,” he said. “Previously, we’d had some 
success with other Bible studies, but we really 
needed one that would take the Aquila and 
Priscilla approach of showing the reader the 
“way of God more perfectly,” while building 
on the areas of agreement. Using the City of 
the Living God Bible study, we immediately 
saw great success and have since seen over 
20 Trinitarian preachers baptized in the lovely 
name of Jesus.”

The reactions of some of those being 
taught are remarkable. “On one occasion, 
I was giving the Bible study to a Trinitar-

ian couple, Charles and Mary, who had just 
graduated from a four-year Bible college,” 
said Bro. Baumeister. “After the study, I asked 
Charles what he thought about it. His answer 
was simple, ‘We must have been taught 
wrong for those four years. When can you 
baptize my wife and me?’”

Modern technology makes it so easy 
to use this Bible study. “This study is now a 
four-part series that is available on iPad, iPod, 
and iPhone which includes the free study on 
water baptism,” he said. “The other three 
studies are $.99 each. Soon it will be avail-
able in Android version 
also. Already it has been 
downloaded from the 
app store over 700 times 
in the past three months 
and is being used in 
churches across the 
nation as their outreach 
material for Bible studies. 
It is available in English, Spanish, and soon to 
be updated in Haitian. The app is free on the 
app store and includes the study on baptism 
that has won so many to the Lord.”

In elaborating on the many features of 
City of the Living God, Bro. Baumeister said, 
“The study features in-text scriptural quotes 
for ease of use. It starts with commonly 
held beliefs amongst most Christians and 
progresses to a strong Biblical viewpoint on 
how baptism is not only essential but must be 

By Charlotte L. Pound

Bro. Thomas Weiss-
er, noted author and his-
torian, has recently made 
an amazing discovery. 
Through research, he 
learned that the Oneness 
Pentecostal message was 
being preached in the 
late 1800s. We asked 
Bro. Weisser to tell us 
about this fascinating 

event that transpired in Northern Ireland in 
1893.

“There exists today a Oneness Pentecos-
tal Organization called the Spiritual Chris-
tian Evangelical Church, headquartered in 
Mexico,” he said. “The founder of this group 
was an Irishman, Joseph Stewart (1871-
1926). His conversion occurred in Northern 
Ireland in 1893 when two missionaries came 
and stayed at his home and were allowed to 
preach in the local Presbyterian church. They 
preached what is known today as Oneness 
Pentecostal doctrine. This included holy liv-

ing, insistence on baptism in Jesus name as 
opposed to the titles, and the infilling of the 
Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in 
other tongues. 

“The pastor and most of the congrega-
tion rejected their Acts 2:38 message as 
heresy. However, the young man, Joseph 
Stewart, was greatly moved by their scriptural 
message. He sought the Lord and received 
the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking 
in tongues (see; Religions of the World, 2010, 
ed. J. Gordon Melton, pp. 2695-2699).

“After his conversion he was involved in 
ministry in Scotland and Africa. From 1902-
1912 he served as a missionary in Argentina 
for the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
During his time in Argentina, he converted 
other CMA missionaries including his wife. 
In 1912, he and the other missionaries he 
converted to Oneness Pentecostalism were 
ejected from that organization. After ministry 
in Canada, they settled down to ministering 
to Mexicans in Southern California.

“Tragedy struck when his wife became 

ill with meningitis and died in June of 1922 
in Southern California. In February of 1923, 
he was deported from the United States and 
sent back to Northern Ireland. He returned to 
the Western Hemisphere in 1923, arriving in 
the port of Tampico, Tamaulipas on Mexico’s 
Caribbean coast on January 6, 1924. After 
preaching in Tampico and around Northern 
Mexico in 1926, he founded the Spiritual 
Christian Evangelical Church. That same year 
he passed away, not realizing that the group 
he started would have approximately 14,000 
adherents worldwide today.

“The really amazing thing about this 
story is the fact that Oneness Pentecostal 
doctrine was being preached 20 years before 
1913. We can only speculate on how many 
others were reached by these missionaries 
who converted a young Irishman in 1893.”

For more detailed information, Bro. 
Weisser can be reached by email at thomas-
weisser@yahoo.com and through his website 
www.thomasweisser.com.
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Bro. Thomas Weisser
Leavenworth, Kans.

done in the name of Jesus. Obviously these 
are very fundamental beliefs we hold, but to 
many Bible study recipients, it is new. The 
information is shown in a way that is easily 
acceptable to the sincere seeker. One impor-
tant aspect is that each section finishes with 
a question that assesses whether the recipient 
understands the concept. To go on to the 
next section, they must answer it correctly.”

The advantage of the Bible study is that 
it can be used anywhere, as long as you are 
carrying an iPad or iPhone. “My son has used 
it at his public high school in the library,” said 

Bro. Baumeister. “On 
one occasion he gave the 
study on the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to his friend, 
Ethan, who showed up 
that evening at church. 
That night he received 
the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.”

The app was designed to expand and 
will be available in other languages such as 
Russian, Hindi, and Urdu. The best way to 
access this app is to go to the App Store and 
search “City of the Living God” or “Bible 
Study Evangelism.” The design is professional 
and adapts to the size of device that you are 
using. For more information, contact Bro. 
Baumeister by email: paulb@goast.org  or 
phone 800-762-5990 or 916-681-2768.

Apostolic Ministry

Showing the Way More Perfectly 
Apostolic Bible Study Leads to Baptism of More Than 20 Trinitarian Preachers 

Bro. Paul Baumeister
Sacramento, Calif.

Oneness Pentecostal Message Preached in 1893 
By Thomas Weisser
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1965.  The company is owned by Jim 
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The goal of Zion Church Builders has always 
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Word To The Wise:

“Therapy is expensive. Popping bubble wrap is cheap. You choose.”

* * * * * * *
One evening just as the children were getting ready for bed 

Tim’s mother heard him screaming at the top of his lungs.
She quickly ran into his bedroom and found his two-year-old 

sister pulling his hair. She gently pulled his hair from the little girl’s 
grip and said comfortingly to Tim, “There, there. She didn’t mean 
it. She doesn’t understand that hurts.”

She was barely out of the room when the little girl screamed. 
Rushing back in, she said, “What happened?” Tim looked at his 
mom and said, “She knows now!”

Smiles & Humor

A sweet grandmother telephoned St. Joseph’s Hospital. She timidly 
asked, “Is it possible to speak to someone who can tell me how a pa-
tient is doing?”

The operator said, “I’ll be glad to help, dear. What’s the name and 
room number of the patient?”

The grandmother, in her weak, tremulous voice, said, “Norma 
Findlay, Room 302.”

The operator replied, “Let me put you on hold while I check with 
the nurse’s station for that room.”

After a few minutes, the operator returned to the phone and said, 
“I have good news. Her nurse just told me that Norma is doing well. Her 
blood pressure is fine; her blood work just came back normal and her 
physician, Dr. Cohen, has scheduled her to be discharged tomorrow.”

The grandmother said, “Thank you. That’s wonderful. I was so 
worried. God bless you for the good news.”

The operator replied, “You’re more than welcome. Is Norma your 
daughter?”

The grandmother said, “No, I’m Norma Findlay in Room 302. No 
one tells me anything!”

“After about 14 days of Elephant Therapy, Pastor 
Shoober, you should once again be able to quote your 

favorite Bible verses . . .”

A man scolded his son for being so unruly and the child re-
belled against his father. He got some of his clothes, his teddy bear 
and his piggy bank and proudly announced, “I’m running away 
from home!”

The father decided to look at the matter logically. “What if 
you get hungry?” he asked.

“Then I’ll come home and eat!” bravely declared the child.
“And what if you run out of money?”
“I will come home and get some!” readily replied the child.
The man then made a final attempt, “What if your clothes get 

dirty?”
“Then I’ll come home and let mommy wash them,” he replied.
The man shook his head and exclaimed, “This kid is not run-

ning away from home; he’s going off to college.”

For particularly unruly Sunday school classes, Sis. Brenda 
made sure to wear her fake eye-on-the-back-of-the-head.

* * * * * * *
Little Johnny opened his birthday gift from Gramma. It was a 

water pistol! He squealed with delight and headed for the nearest sink.
His mother was not so pleased. She turned to Gramma and 

said, “I’m surprised at you, getting him a water pistol! Don’t you 
remember how we used to drive you crazy with those?”

Gramma just smiled: “Yes...I remember.”

* * * * * * *

“We got this coin donation funnel last year and we’ve already 
raked in enough dough to cover three AYC trips for the kids.”

A doctor calls his patient and says, “The check you gave me 
for my bill came back.”

The patient replied, “So did my arthritis!”

* * * * * * *
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BACHELOR OF ARTS IN

WORSHIP
STUDIES
WITH A MINOR IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

The IBC Worship Studies degree is a unique 
program blending music and media with a heart 
for ministry while integrating the essential skills to 
prepare Biblically grounded worship experiences. 
Students willl receive training in the following areas:

The IBC Worship Studies degree will prepare students 
to engage a diverse (e.g., ethnically, generationally, etc.)
congregation or group of people with a strong foundation
in Biblical doctrine and theology with professional 
training in music and media production. IBC Worship 
Studies graduates will be well-prepared for 
various career and ministry possibilities including:

INDIANABIBLECOLLEGE

Writing original musical compositions
Writing original worship songs
Audio recording and production
Graphic arts
Music theory and ear training
Leading and rehearsing bands
Creating worship sets
Designing media presentations
Leading corporate worship
Theology and philosophy of worship
Private studio lessons for piano, 
guitar, voice, drums, and bass guitar
And much more...

Minister of Music
Worship Leader
Director of Worship Arts
Director of Worship Media and Technology
Studio Recording Artist
Singer/Songwriter
Music and Worship Evangelist
Private Lesson Instructor
Music and Worship Leader for Global Missions
Christian School Music Educator
...or a bachelor’s degree to 
prepare for graduate studies

WWW.GO2IBC.COM IBCMUSICOFFICE@AOL.COM 317.554.8069 EXT. 223


