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There is a conflict between the Holy Spirit and the flesh. 
And it is never insignificant. The outcome of that battle deter-
mines everything.

Christianity, even among modern Pentecostals, at least 
to some degree, is facing a stormy anti-Christian, anti-Bible 
bias that is being pressed upon culture, politics and education. 
Think of it as a strategy of hard-core secularization, wherein all 
opinion and thought must correspond with secular philosophies 
and political correctness, or it will be harshly maligned as 
unsophisticated, unscholarly, backward and unlettered.

Churches over the past few decades have marched to 
the beat of the deconstructionists, who hope to refashion the 
Church without regard to things holy, divine and supernatural. 
A philosophy of positive thinking and other flesh-inspired 
paths of spirituality have been sold to millions who are seeking 
salvation, but without mention of sanctification, freedom from 
the consequences of a sinful life and without repentance. Such 
is the spirit of the age.

The Spirit of God is life; the flesh brings death. The flesh 
substitutes the real for the counterfeit. The disciples were 
directed to the Upper Room and assured of “power from on 
high.” Acts 2:28 was the central dictum; it changed everything. 
Without obedience to that command as the core element of the 
New Testament experience, one is left with something other 
than a Pentecostal Church.

“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he 
received of us” (II Thess. 3:6).

At a meeting yesterday, in relation to the writing of this 
article, our group sat in Vice President Mike Pence’s office. 
We were surrounded by priceless memos and documents 
pertaining to the history and establishment of the United 
States of America. Any discussions in such rooms are made 
sacred by the awareness of the actual signatures of men and 
women who died for the freedom and hopes contained in 
the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. 
It’s a spiritual experience to be in such a room where life and 
death convictions were established. The founders’ courage and 
commitments to liberty made everything possible. To lay aside 
or to disavow the Constitution is to lose everything. And further 
more, our affection for those very words are crucial to our 
nation’s future. If we fail to love the Constitution, we will lose it.

Pentecostals, Spirit-filled believers, shall we say, hold a deep 
affection for the words of the Bible. The Bible is the foundation 
of our unity and our spiritual life. At the core of our future lies 

the matter of our affection or disaffection for the commands of 
Jesus, and one in particular: “Tarry until ye be endured with 
power from on High.”

A love for the Word of God is critical. We feel this deeply in 
our hearts because truth brings something to the heart, and the 
spirit and to the emotions, and not merely to the intellect. We 
draw upon the greatness of God to empower us. God makes 
us stronger than we are. “Greater is he that is in you than he 
that is in the world” (I John 4:4). “Draw nigh to God and he will 
draw nigh to you” (James 4:8).

One thing all of us are hearing today is muddied definitions 
and meanings. Words can enlighten or confuse. And here’s 
where we can lose everything or gain everything. If our “hearts 
are fixed, trusting in the Lord” (Psa. 112:7), then we can and 
will resist those who create doubt against our experiences, our 
convictions. Paul’s warning to Timothy should help us … “Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils;” (I Tim. 4:1).

The Constitution of the United States drew men to clarity 
and understanding. They knew what it meant to sign the 
declarations, “We hold these truths to be self evident that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” They loved the idea and 
hope of liberty, and they were prepared to die for it.

If today’s Christians love the truth, they will not distort the 
Word of God or manipulate its meanings. God’s spirit does not 
confuse. If you know, you know. And if you truly love the Word 
of God, push back against all seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils. 

   “If today’s Christians love the truth, they will not 
distort the Word of God or manipulate its meanings. 

God’s spirit does not confuse.”

Muddied Definitions
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John W. Hanson, Thompson, CT – It must be 
the culture, not just a program. Without prayer, 
church is reduced to religion. Relationship 
requires real conversation. Growth without 
prayer is artificial because it is not a work of the 
Spirit. In other words, it is building with wood, 
hay and stubble. We are a small group church, 
and our small groups are focused on prayer. Each 
service begins with 30 minutes of pre-service 
prayer. Our youth have a prayer meeting each 
month. Our Sunday school teachers meet for 

prayer before teaching. We have special prayer times and weekends 
dedicated to prayer several times a year. We chose to make our cell 
groups focused on teaching people how to pray. I have written several 
books on prayer and have done several video projects on the subject. We 
stress pre-service prayer, but we do it in the auditorium because we 
want everyone involved. We want our services to be God-focused and 
not reliant on a program, music or “cheerleading.” We have had people 
healed and filled with the Holy Ghost during these times. 

Interviews by Susan Thomas
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Edwin S Harper, Huntington, WV - In a local 
church, don’t forget that regardless of how 
talented, educated or faithful the members 
are, they are still sheep. Sheep are by nature 
followers. Whatever is promoted and whatever 
is observed is practiced. Show it, tell it and do it 
in front of them, and they will follow. “No man 
can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his 
goods, except he will first bind the strong man; 
and then he will spoil his house” Mark 3:27 KJV.  

A praying church can subdue the enemy in homes, places 
of business, public and private schools, and a city’s public areas 
before the soul winner ever arrives. Corporate prayer and private 
intercession can change the very atmosphere and cleanse the air the 
people are breathing by neutralizing the “prince and the power of 
the air.” 

Church growth and evangelization efforts are only programs, 
promotions and sales campaigns without prayer and fasting. Once a 
year, our Sunday school promotes a Daniel Fast for everyone above 
age 10. The Outreach Department also conducts prayer walks in 
and around problem sections of our city. Twice a year, I specifically 
preach and teach on prayer and fasting for all of the regular services 
for that week. Inevitably, the subject matter regularly surfaces in 
all of my teaching and preaching. A fact of church life is what you 
preach is what you get. We will continue our present practice. We 
have had moves of God that resulted in a week of unscheduled 
prayer every night.

Eugene Wilson, Katy, Texas - The most important 
trait for having a praying church is for church 
leaders to pray. If church leaders are not 
praying, the church, generally, is not praying. 
People typically do what leadership does. 
Prayer is essential to growth. However, I have 
seen praying churches that were not growing 
or evangelizing their community. Prayer will 
never take the place of things we are called to 
do. Yet, doing such things without prayer is 

wasted activity. 
We have organized prayer ministries. For example, we have a 

prayer ministry director who leads a portion of our pre-service prayer 
every Sunday evening. In addition, the prayer ministry highlights specific 
ministries/events each week for the church body to pray for. This is 
posted every Monday morning on our church’s Facebook Group Prayer 
Ministry page. 

We also have a Prayer Revival every year that typically lasts 
from 5-6 nights. Each night, we focus on different things such as 
healing and miracles, outreach and evangelism, church leadership 
(including our small group leaders), etc. The Prayer Revival is one of 
the highlights for our church members, and we typically have many 
who join from the community, especially when focusing on healing/
miracles. We have Sunday evening pre-service prayer in the sanctuary 
starting at 5:30. Also, every service begins with five minutes of 
focused prayer before the start of the service.

Jason Upton, Somerset, PA - I feel prayer needs 
to be consistently advocated from the pulpit and 
the altar. Church members should hear and see 
it promoted by the leadership of the church. 
Prayer is absolutely essential for church growth; 
it prepares the soil of our city to receive the 
seeds of evangelism. We have a weekly prayer 
meeting on Monday nights in which we pray 
for first-time visitors, missionaries and various 

other needs. We have regular prayer events, such as during the months 
of October when we have a Fall Fire theme. The entire month has days 
of fasting and prayer. Certain times will be themed to pray and fast for 
a particular need. We also schedule a revival and special services during 
this time period. It is very important to preach/teach on prayer; words 
can’t express its value. In our Journey class, we teach a specific class on 
prayer, and I try to preach on it a couple times a year. I have noticed that 
as my prayer life deepens so does the overall spiritual level of the church.

Seth Simmons, Austin, TX - I believe a 
love of Christ and His sovereign will is the 
most important trait for having a praying 
church. Prayer is vital. Prayer aligns us with 
the mission of Christ - to seek and save the 
lost. Our organized prayer ministries are 
All-Church Prayer, House-to-House Prayer, 
Tuesday Morning Ladies Prayer, as well as 
prayer thirty minutes before evening worship 
services.

January is a month of devotion, a time of corporate prayer 
and fasting. We also have summer vespers - one month in the 
summer when all Wednesday services are dedicated solely to prayer. 
It is essential to teach on prayer. If the disciples of Christ needed 
guidance, then we do also. Prayer is learned through biblical teaching, 
reading, praying with mature disciples, and experimenting in personal 
prayer. We encourage prayer prior to services and often encourage 
the entire church to pray at length after service during the altar call.
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Located in the Ozark foothills on the bank of the Current River, 
the city of Doniphan, Missouri is not only a great place to visit but 
also a great place to call home. It’s a small, quaint town whose main 
attraction is the stunning, crystal clear river that winds through the 
beautiful Ozark landscapes.

Located about 1/4 mile down E Highway just off 142 East 
is another landmark in Doniphan: West Point United Pentecostal 
Church, pastored by Bro. Chuck Carr. With vibrant worship, 
passionate preaching and a heart for revival, West Point UPC is not 
only a great place to visit but also a great place to raise a family and 
to call home.

“My family and I are honored to serve the people and the 
community of Doniphan,” said Pastor Carr. “We are excited about 
what God is doing here. If you are ever in the area, we would love for 
you to stop by and worship with us. It would be an honor to have you 
as our guest.”

Principles of Growth and Revival
While there are many components to church growth, Bro. Carr 

believes that the key to having a growing church is to create and 
maintain an Apostolic culture. “You can’t have true revival without 
truth, because the truth makes us free,” he said. “I believe the 
formula for this is found in Acts 2:42-47.

1. They continued in fellowship, breaking bread from house to 
house. If you’re not doing life together and inviting others into 
your circle of fellowship, there is no path for assimilation.  
Assimilation happens in the context of relationship. 

Discipleship without 
fellowship is, in most 
cases, ineffective.

2. Daily 
personal 
prayer -- as 
a lifestyle, 
not just 
an event. 
Staying 

plugged 
in 

Feature

to the mind of the Spirit produces the byproduct of unity and causes 
us not to ask amiss. Public prayer without private prayer equals 
powerless prayer. Those who pray in secret will be rewarded openly.

3. Wonders and Signs: It is our accreditation (Acts 2:22). The 
supernatural validates the Word of God and provides proof to those 
who distrust that the Bible is true (Mark 2:9-11).

4. All that believed were together in one accord with singleness 
of heart. Unity is imperative.

5. They sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, as every man had need. Selfishness must be crucified, and 
generosity must be embraced. God told Abraham that He would 
make his name great and increase his descendants until they couldn’t 
be numbered, but Abraham was supposed to focus on just being a 
blessing. Compassion must be what motivates us. Nothing testifies 
that we are His disciples more than when we demonstrate love 
without and within.

6. Gladness: Nobody wants what we’re not happy to have.
7. Praising God: Praise is not just something we do at church. 

We must be continually shewing forth the praises of Him who has 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous light! Everybody should 
be telling their story and looking for opportunities to testify about the 
goodness of the Lord.

8. Favor with all the people: Separation is not isolation. Without 
influence, you have no ministry. Without relationship, you have no 

influence. The strength of your relationship is determined by how 
you treat people. You can’t expect to affect those you haven’t 

taken the time to connect with nor should you expect to 
influence those you have not treated kindly and respectfully. 

Kindness and respect does not mean we compromise our 
doctrine. You can stand for truth without being rude. The 

more favor we have, the more opportunities we 
will have to minister. We must be intentional 

and aware that everything we do, including 
the tip we leave at the table and how we 
treat the waitress, is determining how much 
favor and influence we will have.

9. And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved. Increase is 
God’s department, not ours.

Personal History
Pastor Carr grew up in Southern 

Illinois, was raised in church and 
received the Holy Ghost at the age of 
six. “I felt the call to ministry at the age 

Written by Gregg Stone
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Pastor Chuck Carr

of 17 but didn’t fully embrace it until my final year at Indiana Bible 
College,” he said. “I’ll never forget a spontaneous prayer meeting 
that happened in Bro. Jim Sleeva’s room (college dorm dad) or the 
prophetic confirmation of my call to ministry delivered directly and 
undeniably to me by Bro. Darrell Johns. That story would be an 
article in itself. Amazing! I’ll always be grateful to his sensitivity and 
obedience to God’s voice. My dad pastored throughout my entire life. 
His gentle and humble spirit and his unconditional love for people has 
modeled for me what a pastor’s heart should resemble. I still haven’t 
attained that but I continue to press toward that mark.”

Bro. Carr graduated from IBC in 1992, assisted his father 
beginning in 1994, and was elected pastor in 2002 in the midst 
of a building project. He is the former district youth president and 
is currently Section 5 presbyter of the Missouri district. He enjoys 
spending time with his family. He and his wife, Misty, have three 
children: Reagan, Krystian and Zaine. In addition to family time, he 
loves to garden and spend time working with Aquaponics.

Pastor Carr’s guiding principles are found in I Corinthians 13 
and Micah 5-7, and his pastoral focus is prayer. “Prayer must always 
be a priority,” he said. “Walking with God is the most important 
function of the pastor. Time with the Lord must be protected. 
Spending time with God will increase your effectiveness, not limit 
you from getting things done.”

Evangelism Efforts
West Point UPC has 

created many ways throughout 
the years to reach people 
within their community and 
connect them with their many 
ministries. Outreach events 
such as block parties, children’s 
festivals, prayer canvassing, 
and community hope and 
healing crusades have been 

a success. “We also conduct a Christmas Dinner Theater for two 
weeks in December that draws over 3,500 people,” said Bro. Carr. 
“However, the most effective evangelism method we have is lifestyle 
evangelism -- keeping people focused and committed to the Great 
Commission and looking for opportunities to minister to family, 
friends and even strangers. We call it the ‘as you go’ principle found 
in Matthew 10:7-8, ‘And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 
cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.’ As a result, we 
have seen 127 baptized with the Holy Ghost in the last 16 months 
and close to 100 have been baptized in Jesus name.”

West Point UPC conducts quarterly organized outreach to keep 
evangelism fresh on everyone’s mind, but most evangelism happens 
organically. “Our assimilation process is designed to connect people 
to ministry at completion, but our ministry leaders are constantly 
recruiting,” explained Pastor Carr. “We build into each ministry 
temporary involvement opportunities. It allows people to serve in 
different capacities and helps both them and us to further discover 
their gifts and strengths.”  

Organization and Management
With a large and diverse variety of ministries and projects in 

the church organization, communication and management is vital 
to keeping everyone on the same page and working together to 
accomplish their vision. “Every leader has a job description,” said 
Pastor Carr. “They do not have monthly reports to hand in; however, 
we do tag in and review monthly. I also meet weekly with my full-
time staff and once a month with my entire ministry team. We have 
also had yearly planning retreats, sent staff to training, and done in-
house training as well.”

Special Miracles
The saints of West Point UPC have witnessed many miracles 

and continue to give God the glory and praise for touching so many 
lives. “We’ve had deaf ears opened, and one lady suffering from 
lupus actually spit up a black mass while being prayed for and was 
immediately healed,” said the pastor. “Cancers have also miraculously 
disappeared. One lady who attends our church suffered severely 
from multiple sclerosis (MS). She was confined to a wheelchair and 
was blind. God completely healed her and she was raised out of her 
wheelchair, had her sight restored and there is no trace of MS in her 
body. She has no lingering limitations and is in perfect health.” 

Church Facilities
According to Pastor Carr, the church has an 800-seat sanctuary 

that was built and completed in 2003. “We use the upper level of our 
old sanctuary as a Youth Center (student café, game room and youth 
sanctuary) and the lower level houses and facilitates our children’s 
ministry,” he explained. “We also have a school and gymnasium, and 
our goal is to build an education wing once we eliminate our debt. 
Shortly after we moved into our new building in 2003, we broke the 
200 barrier. Several years ago, we broke the 300 barrier and last 
Easter we had 600 in attendance. God is continuing to bless, and we 
are continuing to see growth.”

Future Plans
West Point UPC is a community church, building relationships 

with everyone, and their plan for the future is to continue to develop 
those relationships in order to minister to everyone that they can. 
“We are preparing to be a blessing and a place of refuge for those 
that are hungry to see a move of God in their life,” said Pastor Carr. 
“Our goal is to have a regional impact and to be a revival center for 
our entire area.”

Pastor Chuck Carr and family
Doniphan, Mo.

Top left to right clock-
wise: A lady worships 
God in the baptismal 

tank; Pastor Carr 
speaks to the congrega-

tion; Praise singers 
worship inside the 

sanctuary; exterior view 
of West Point UPC.



“You Want Me to Gird 
My What?”

By Brent Randall



News You Can Use

Many people do not understand the complexities of being a pastor. Here are 10 
random things to know about pastors: 

1. I face the temptations you face. I’m not immune from temptation. I’m human. 
You shouldn’t be surprised when I make mistakes. I need lots of grace. I should be held 
accountable, but ultimately I’m accountable to God just as much as you are.

2. The larger the church gets, the less I know about 
things.  Ask me anything. I may or may not have an 
answer. Sometimes, however, you save both of us time if 
you email the staff or volunteer leader more likely to know 
— but I can always forward an email.

3. The better the message, the longer it takes me 
to prepare it.  If I am going to have a decent message, I 
will have to take time away from other responsibilities to 
prepare. This could mean I’m not everywhere you hoped I would be.

4. Even though I’m teaching it, I may not yet have mastered it. Hopefully I’m working 
on it, but I teach the whole counsel of God — the Bible — and I’m still a work in progress 
in many areas of it.

5. I get nervous every time I start to preach, sometimes sick to my stomach. If you 
didn’t notice — well, glad I’m getting better at covering. But, you do me a tremendous 
blessing if you whisper a prayer as I step up to preach.

6. Sunday is not the only day I work. Honestly! And, preaching is not all I do. I 
actually work six long days a week and even when I’m off or out of town, I’m often 
working. 

7. Your story probably won’t surprise me. I am never callous toward it, but I’ve 
probably heard similar or worse. And, I’m still going to love you.

8. To my family I’m usually not a pastor, just a husband and dad. And, I like that. I 
even like to be “just a friend” sometimes.

9. If you tell me something on Sunday morning, you probably should back it up with 
an email to remind me. My mind is distracted and I will forget. And, if it can wait until 
Monday, that’s even better.

10. I can relate to you better than you think. I like to have a good time. Some would say 
I am funny. I even know how to laugh. I don’t even have to be quoting Scripture to do so.

Random Things To Know About Pastors
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I was an eight-year-old 
student in Sunday school when 
my teacher told us the story of 
the Pharisee and the publican 
praying in the temple.

She said that the Pharisee 
was on one side praying loudly 
something like, “Oh, God, 
thank you that I am so marvel-
ous, thank you that I am so 
wonderful!” Well, I figured 
him out quickly: this guy was 

a knucklehead. You’re not supposed to pray like 
that! Any kid knows better!

But the publican was a different story. She 
said that he was in a dark corner, beating his 
chest and saying, “God, forgive me, for I am a 
sinner.”

I didn’t understand why he was a sinner, so I 
asked, “Teacher, what did he do wrong?”

She said, “He was a publican.”
I just sat there and thought about that for a 

moment. A publican?
Which led to this conclusion in my eight-

year-old mind: “So, my dad’s a RE-publican, 
which means that whatever this guy did, my dad 
did again?”

It wasn’t until years later that I learned that 
by occupation this man was a thief. OH! A thief! 
Why didn’t my teacher tell me that?

Maybe if I had known he was a thief, maybe 
I would have learned a life lesson, and maybe I 
wouldn’t have stolen that Hollywood candy bar 
from Thrifty Drug in 1966.

And if you are thirty years old or younger, 
you’re just as confused now as I was then. You’re 
thinking, “What is a Hollywood candy bar? 
What’s a Thrifty Drug? And was there ever really 
a 1966?”

My teacher assumed I knew what a “pub-
lican” was. But I was eight and did not have a 
clue.

After attending one particular Sunday school 
class, a little girl wondered out loud to her mom, 
“Where were all the parents?”

“Where were all whose parents, Honey?” 
replied Mom.

“Our teacher told us that Moses led the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt. Why did he take just 
the children? Where were their parents?”

There is such a language as “Christianese,” 
and if you have been hanging around the church 
for any length of time, you are probably fluent in 
it. “He’s a doubting Thomas.” “Are you hungry 
for God?” “You’re preaching to the choir.”

Though these idioms are acceptable among 
adults, the children in your circle are not as well-
versed in the language.

Remember that when you are working with 
kids, please say what you mean and mean what 
you say.

I was even told once that I should gird my 
loins with truth. I still don’t know what that 
means.

Brent Randall
brent@brentrandall.com

Brent Randall Regnart has served in Children’s Ministry leader-
ship for over 25 years. He is available to conduct a Teacher Training 
or Children’s Ministry event in your church or district. He and his wife 
Rachel live in Stockton, CA. For an informational brochure call or 
text (209)601-4315 or email brent@brentrandall.com. Website: www.
brentrandall.com.

“You Want Me to Gird 
My What?”

By Brent Randall

By Ron Edmondson, pastor and church planter





Plainly Speaking
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but also an event. Philip saw miracles and 
was baptized but knew the experience was 
incomplete without the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. In Acts 10, Peter’s response after Cor-
nelius’s household received the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost was, “Who can forbid water?” He 
then commanded them to be baptized. They 
were not saved at repentance. Acts 8 shows 
that water baptism is not enough and must 
be followed with the Holy Ghost. In Acts 
19, John came preaching repentance to the 
12 disciples of John and enters a discourse 
with them saying that it is incomplete. Alone, 
each of these experiences are incomplete for 
salvation.

What are the strongest threats against this 
doctrine?

Natural apathy and making exceptions 
to the rule are strong threats to essentiality. 
There are no exceptions to the clear teaching 
of Scripture. One cannot make it to heaven 
by simply being a great person. We must con-
tend earnestly for the faith, 
understand our sinfulness, 
and know the great need for 
this incredible salvation that 
was given to us according to 
the book of Hebrews. Our 
DNA is made up of the Acts 
2:38 experience, the keys 
that Jesus gave to Peter of 
the Apostles’ doctrine. Jude 
mentions false teachers who 
were ordained of old, that 
crept in unawares, speaking 
high-sounding words. What 
about the lost, or those that 
have never heard the name 
of Jesus? But this does not 
overcome the truth that all mankind is in sin 
and fallen short of the glory of God, no sin 
can enter into heaven, and we are all in need 
of a new birth experience.

Satan’s greatest fear is the new birth 
experience, because when people are born 
again they are delivered out of Satan’s 
kingdom according to Colossians 1 and are 
translated into the Kingdom of God. Because 
Satan wants everybody to experience hell 
with him, he will constantly say as in the 
Garden of Eden, “Yea hath God said?” Is 
there some exception to this? This is leaven. 
The moment we begin to look at one excep-
tion it begins to expand, and everything can 
be an exception. The Doctrine of Essentiality 
will no longer exist. Terms such as necessary 

are theological jargon, meaning it is good but 
there are exceptions. Essential means there is 
absolutely no way out. Jesus is the way, truth 
and the light. He alone has the words of life. 
The Bible is the only pathway of life we have 
to follow, and there are no exceptions.

How have the Apostolics responded to defend 
this doctrine?

We have responded by appealing to 
Scripture, because Scripture itself is under 
attack. In any organization where its founding 
documents are under question, the whole or-
ganization is under question. The Bible is our 
founding document. Satan is attacking the 
Bible, the very words of Scripture. Apostolics 
have contended earnestly, drawn lines in the 
sand, and with great scholarship and aca-
demia gone and shown that Acts 2:38 is the 
baptismal formula and not just a command to 
obey Matthew 28:19. We have gone to the 
highest levels of Greek and Hebrew to show 
that these are, in fact, absolutes. Even in the 

secular churches, you can see 
that this was the original form 
of salvation. Just to maintain 
this, we have been willing to 
suffer persecution and even 
die for truth and the Word of 
God.

How would you speak to this 
generation regarding the at-
tack on essentiality?

With the Internet, we 
can read many viewpoints in 
an hour’s time and with that 
comes questions. For exam-
ple, if you were raised in India, 
wouldn’t you just be Hindu? 

Post-modern hermeneutics is creeping heav-
ily into the Apostolic movement. This is the 
idea that Scripture means different things to 
different people. You can have a hermeneu-
tics for a third world country but different in 
the first or second because Scripture speaks 
many things to many people. Some Apos-
tolics are embracing this concept and say one 
is okay because that is their understanding of 
Scripture and this is mine, but all roads end 
in heaven. We know from the Bible that there 
is only one road that leads to heaven, and it 
will be less populous. We cannot wrest the 
Scriptures into what we desire them to say. 
Scripture has a specific definition involved in 
it. We can never let our feelings keep us from 
the plain objectivity of Scripture.

Bro. Waldron, tell 
us a little bit about 
your ministry.

I am an avid 
student of God’s 
Word with a Th.D 
(theology), and 
have taught 34 
different subjects in 
UPCI Bible colleg-
es. For 19 years, I 
have been a home 
missionary, pastor 
and daughter-

work planter. Currently, I pastor New Life of 
Albany where we produce hundreds of videos 
on a wide variety of subjects on our YouTube 
channel. We host two conferences each year: 
Fresh Oil Youth Conference and Great Apos-
tolic Preaching.  I am the managing editor for 
the Premier Study Bible, which is due out in 
2017. It can be pre-ordered at premierbible.
com.  

What is the Doctrine of Essentiality?
As pertains to salvation, one must have 

faith in Jesus Christ, repent of his or her sins, 
be baptized in Jesus name for the remis-
sion of sins, and receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost with the initial sign of speaking in 
tongues. Without any of these, salvation is 
not a complete process. It is popular today to 
say that salvation begins at repentance. This 
can indicate salvation at repentance. Phrases 
like, “Salvation is progressive, beginning with 
repentance and ending with resurrection or 
when we see Jesus Christ,” can lead individu-
als to say that we are saved at repentance if 
we don’t get further “light” on water and spir-
it baptism. This is called the Light Doctrine. 
Some people use this as an olive branch for 
Trinitarians, but we cannot compromise. 
We should proclaim the Word of God and 
speak the truth in love, because once truth is 
watered down it ceases to be truth.

Which specific Bible verses pertain to es-
sentiality?

All the Great Commission scriptures: 
Matthew 28:16-20, Mark 16:16-17, Luke 
24:46-47, John 20:21, and Acts 1:8. Jesus 
is committing to His apostles the doctrine 
of salvation that is essential for everyone. 
Anything less falls short. John 3:3-8 also 
classically states we MUST be born again. 
There is a point in time when we enter into 
the Kingdom of God. It is not just a process 

Sandi and Steve Waldron
Albany, Ga.

Written by Angela Labunski
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July 
26-28

North American Youth Congress 2017
The largest gathering of Apostolic students in 
North America

Lucas Oil Stadium
500 S. Capitol Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Michael Ensey, Tom Ellis, 
Sam Emory, Victor Jackson, 
Jason Staten, L.J. Harry

UPCI General Youth 
Division

Aug 
2-4

The Apostolic Conference
A conference designed for the North American 
Missionary and Church Planter. 

Parkway Pentecostal 
Church, 601 Reunion 
Parkway, Madison, MS 
39110. Host Pastors: 
Jerry and Jason Dillon

J.W. Dillon, Wayne Huntley, 
Nathan Harrod, David Shat-
well, Chester Wright, and 
Mark Morgan

(601) 853-2607
www.parkwaychurch.net
ParkwayChurch.net/
NAMRegistration

Aug 
4-6

Mile High Revival 2017
Defending the Apostolic faith, family and 
future.

Calvary Apostolic Church
Of Denver, 5900 E. Yale 
Ave. Denver, CO 80222

Jimmy Toney and Sammy 
Sherrill

(303) 758-5900
www.cacdenver.org
milehighrevival.org

Aug
4-8

Arkansas International Campmeeting - North Little 
Rock, AR
A conference where Apostolic doctrine is not 
only preached but embraced. The message of 
Acts 2:38 remains the same!

First Pentecostal Church 
of North Little Rock
1401 Calvary Dr., North 
Little Rock, AR
Joel & Nathan Holmes

PJ White, Matt Tuttle, Johnny 
Godair, Myles Young, Caleb 
and Christy Adams, Ron 
Garrett, Jaimee Prado, Tony 
Spell, Ari Prado, Timothy and 
Shanda Lackey, Jonathan 
Alvear, Kathy Sorah, Nathaniel 
Urshan, Charles Robinette

For more info visit
aricm.net

Aug
17-18

Investing in Futures
A conference for those who invest in children. 
Educating, encouraging and equipping chil-
dren’s ministry workers.

Apostolic Sanctuary
1501 John Deere Pkwy
Silvis, IL  61282
Host:  Gary Randol

Gary Randol, Scott Graham, 
Richard Gifford, Sam Emory, 
and Josh Carson

For more info: visit
invest-in-futures.com
(309) 792-0414

Aug 
21

Indiana Bible College Fall Semester Begins
Student Welcome Weekend Aug. 18-19
Classes Begin Aug. 21

Indiana Bible College
1502 Sumner Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
President Paul Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Roden-
bush, Lindel Anderson, 
Dave Brown, Bobby Kill-
mon, Jim Sleeva, others.

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Sept. 
7-8

Mid-America Renewal Conference (MARC)
Indianapolis, Indiana - A Power Packed Preach-
ing Conference in the Heart of the Midwest.

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

To be announced ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Sept 
26-29

93rd Annual UPCI General Conference
Don’t miss it!

Kansas City Convention 
Center, Kansas City, MO

To be announced Online registration, hotel 
reservations and exhibit 
registration available at 
www.upcigc.com

Oct
12-13

Soar 2017
An equipping conference for the North 
American missionary and church planter.
Theme: I Planted

Holiday Inn Conference 
Center, 3100 Wellington 
Place, Janesville, WI 
53546

Marrell Cornwell, Jerry 
Dillon and Bill Hobson

Contact info: David Punzel 
608.921.4971, therock 
churchupci@gmail.com, 
www.therockchurchwi.com

Oct
19-21

MidAmerica Conference
10th Celebration

First Pentecostal Church 
of Jesus Christ, 1401 
Calvary Rd., N. Little 
Rock, AR 72116

To be announced For more information visit 
midamericaconf.com

Nov
1-3

West Coast Conference - Fresno, CA
34th Annual Fresno Meeting

Fresno Convention 
Center, 848 M Street, 
Fresno, CA

Ben Weeks, Greg Wilkins, 
Gary Streeval, James Cork-
ran, O.C. Marler, Tommy 
Johnson and Joseph Clay

For more information 
call: (559) 225-1622  
www.truthtabfresno.org

Feb 
2

Indiana Bible College LIVE RECORDING
Under the direction of Lindel M. Anderson, 
Dean of Music

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Roden-
bush, Lindel Anderson, 
IBC Choir, IBC Chorale, IBC 
Praise, others

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Feb
9-11

Wisdom Conference - Sacramento, CA
Bilingual conference!

House of Blessings
7020 East Pkwy
Sacramento, CA

Clifford Readout, Peggy 
Readout, Tom Dibble and 
Danny Aber

For more information 
call 916-428-6200 or visit 
www.cbconnection.org

Feb
2018

WinterFire 2018  
WinterFire’s focus is ministering to those in 
ministry. Our objective is that every member of 
your team will leave renewed and refreshed.

First Cathedral
1151 Blue Hills Ave.
Bloomfield, CT 06002

To be announced For more info: visit
www.winterfire.org or 
visit Instagram/Twitter/
Facebook @winterfireconf

May
2018

Hope Corps Conference 2018 - The Mission
Want to exponentially grow in your personal 
and corporate ministry efforts? Join us for three 
days of incredible services, breakout sessions 
and ministry focused development.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana To be announced Register now at 
hcmission.org
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Church Growth:  Revival Church Traits

tmassengale@apostolic.edu
Church Growth worship, impassioned praise and anointed 

preaching. Revival churches are worshiping 
churches. They are led to worship by leaders 
that worship sincerely.

Prayer is the foundation of the church. 
Pre-service prayer is strongly attended. 
Prayer teams are utilized. The pastor and 
leadership pray much. Prayer is taught and 
modeled as essential.

They focus on key evangelism activities. 
Bringing guests, solid guest follow-up, home 
Bible study, bus and van ministry, Sunday 
school promotions, targeted door knocking 
are all solid programs.  

There is a high percentage of involve-
ment. Active ministry is taught as an es-
sential element expected of all Christians. 
Talents must never be buried in the ground. 

God has gifted every person with skills that 
He wishes to utilize. Instruction on knowing 
your gifts and using them is frequent.

There is a strong new convert care min-
istry. Discipleship is intentional. Programs to 
facilitate instruction, fellowship and involve-
ment are fully developed and functioning. 
Their annual retention rate is well over 50%.  

There is a vision for growth. Facility ex-
pansion is an ongoing process. They expect 
to fill their current facility quickly, so the next 
step is always being planned. The training of 
new leaders is an ongoing process. 

The leaders are examples. You can never 
lead people where you are unwilling to go 
yourself. Church leaders lead in soul winning, 
prayer, giving and worship.  

Revival Church Traits
The difference between 

a soul-conscious church and 
one that lacks this vision is 
easily seen. Revival-oriented 
churches usually have the 
following traits:

A revival spirit in every service. Some-
times called “seeker-sensitive,” these church-
es have an end goal of reaching visitors with 
salvation. This includes strong worship, 
insightful preaching, meaningful altar calls, 
and trained altar workers.  

They lift up Jesus Christ. Nothing 
reaches the heart of sinners like powerful 

T. W. Massengale

bobby.killmon@sbcglobal.net
Theology

Why do oneness people think Gen. 1:26 is about 
“royal language” or “God speaking to angels”? This 
is inaccurate and faulty thinking because angels were 
not involved in creating humankind. Further, we don’t 
read anywhere where a king uses plural language at 
all. Isn’t this just weak theological analysis? 

The problem with dismissing our view is that 
Jews traditionally have interpreted Gen. 1:26 to mean God spoke 
to angels and saw no conflict between the Hebrew grammar and the 
Genesis account in terms of strict monotheism. Further, on at least one 
other occasion, God talked to angels and included their opinions in 
formulating His plans (I Kings 22:19-22). We further know the angels 
were present during creation (Job 38:4-7) and that Revelation shows 
them in acts of “un-creation” pouring out God’s judgment as His 
agents. Some would even suggest that we are created “like the angels” 
in that we have free will just like them. 

While I personally don’t claim that “royal language” is going on 
in Gen. 1:26, your claim regarding it not being in Scripture is simply 
an uninformed statement. It’s in Daniel 2:36, used by King Artaxerxes 
(Ezra 4:18; 7:13, 24). So these clear examples are in Scripture, even 
though I don’t personally claim this as going on in Genesis. Either way 
though, if the language of the text makes it allowable, isn’t it more hon-
est to admit this? Even if you disagree? 

Before you dismiss these biblical proofs as just uninformed one-
ness analysis without any validity, consider the statements of Michael S. 
Heiser. Heiser has a PhD in Hebrew Bible and Semitic Languages and 
a M.A. in Ancient History (major fields were Ancient Israel and Egyptol-
ogy), another M.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (He-
brew Studies). He can do translation work in roughly a dozen ancient 
languages (Biblical Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic, Egyptian hieroglyphs and 
Ugaritic cuneiform). He has also studied Akkadian and Sumerian. 

The point is, in academic circles, Heiser is “overqualified” to speak 
to this issue. Look at what he says regarding Gen. 1:26, “…the occur-
rence of ‘us’ has been understood as a plurality in the godhead: the 
Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit. This understanding would have been 
unknown to the authors of the OT… A simpler explanation is that ‘us’ 
reflects an announcement by the single God of Israel to a group in His 
presence - the heavenly hosts (Ps. 82; 89:5-8).” Catch that, so called 
“persons” having a conversation within the trinity would be unknown, 
so it is simpler to understand it speaking of the heavenly host or angels. 
So Gen. 1:26 could be referring to God’s entourage (angelic host), the 
Kingdom (royal we), or what you haven’t even mentioned at all, which is 
a strong view in some oneness circles as “prophetic foreknowledge of the 
Son” (I Pet. 1:19-20, Rev. 13:8, Rom. 5:14). 

The point is any of these interpretations are allowable from the 
language of the text, even if you disagree. To dismiss oneness claims 
about Gen. 1:26 by claiming we are using weak theological analysis is 
first of all to deny current experts in your own camp, which demon-
strates ignorance of cutting edge scholarship. Even worse, however, 
is denying what’s allowable in the language of Scripture itself, which is 
disingenuous. Either way, this hurts your arguments and lessens your 
credibility. 

Bobby Killmon

Church Today
The Harvest At Our Doorsteps

The cover story of Time magazine from April 
2013 nearly reads like a report from our North 
American Missions Department. In summary, the 
article documents that a great number of Latino 
Catholics who are leaving their homelands to 
come to America are also leaving behind their 
religion in favor of evangelicalism – most notably 

Pentecostalism. Author Elizabeth Dias states that immigrants are 
“seeking a break with the past, a quicker assimilation into the 
middle class and a closer relationship with God,” and are therefore 
“pouring into Protestant churches across the U.S.”

A chart used to illustrate statistics provided by the Pew 
Research Center is entitled, “Leaving the Rosary Behind.” It shows 
that the longer Latino families have been in the U.S. the more 
likely they are to be Protestant, and there is particular movement 
toward evangelicalism among young adults. These evangelicals are 
committed to their newfound faith. 70% attend services at least 
once a week, compared to 47% of Latino Catholics and 36% of the 
U.S. general population. They are opposed to abortion, and more 
opposed to same-sex marriage than their Catholic counterparts.

This Pentecostal revival again has gone largely undocumented, 
having its beginnings in storefronts and basements of other 
churches. But, we are seeing now the rise in the number of 
Spanish-speaking megachurches. Dias points out that the members 
of these churches call one another “brother and sister,” and quotes 
one pastor as saying, “Church is what they have. They don’t have 
many places where they can feel welcome. That’s what they are 
looking for. That’s where they have a family, a place to belong.” 
Beyond religion, they are looking for an experience. “Latinos are 
turning not just to Protestantism but to its evangelical strain for a 
variety of reasons. Above all, Latinos who convert say they want to 
know God personally, without a priest as a middleman,” says Dias.

I do not believe the immigration “problem” in America is just 
a political issue that we can ignore. Perhaps this isn’t some big 
accident. Although I believe it is our government’s job to protect 
our borders and our economy, I also believe that God can use this 
situation to further His kingdom. Immigrants are pouring into this 
country and their hearts and spirits are hungry – not unlike the 
conditions at the turn of the last century that led to the first great 
outpouring of Pentecostalism in the U.S. Only now, we have the 
infrastructure, the buildings and the resources that can help carry 
out the quick work God has planned.

Apostolics are strategically positioned to play a significant role 
in this great revival. For we know that it is not enough for people to 
reject one false doctrine only to pick up another. They are searching 
for what we have. Will we be ready, willing to open our doors and 
our hearts to reach out? Or will our affluence keep us locked in a 
state of indifference toward the great harvest at our doorsteps? No 
doubt, there will be great Oneness, Apostolic revival among many 
nationalities in the U.S. in the coming years. I truly believe it is 
unstoppable. The only question to us remains -- will we play a role?  

Dias, E. (2013, April). Evangélicos. Time, 20-28.
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July 
26-28

North American Youth Congress 2017
The largest gathering of Apostolic students in 
North America

Lucas Oil Stadium
500 S. Capitol Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Michael Ensey, Tom Ellis, 
Sam Emory, Victor Jackson, 
Jason Staten, L.J. Harry

UPCI General Youth 
Division

Aug 
2-4

The Apostolic Conference
A conference designed for the North American 
Missionary and Church Planter. 

Parkway Pentecostal 
Church, 601 Reunion 
Parkway, Madison, MS 
39110. Host Pastors: 
Jerry and Jason Dillon

J.W. Dillon, Wayne Huntley, 
Nathan Harrod, David Shat-
well, Chester Wright, and 
Mark Morgan

(601) 853-2607
www.parkwaychurch.net
ParkwayChurch.net/
NAMRegistration

Aug 
4-6

Mile High Revival 2017
Defending the Apostolic faith, family and 
future.

Calvary Apostolic Church
Of Denver, 5900 E. Yale 
Ave. Denver, CO 80222

Jimmy Toney and Sammy 
Sherrill

(303) 758-5900
www.cacdenver.org
milehighrevival.org

Aug
4-8

Arkansas International Campmeeting - North Little 
Rock, AR
A conference where Apostolic doctrine is not 
only preached but embraced. The message of 
Acts 2:38 remains the same!

First Pentecostal Church 
of North Little Rock
1401 Calvary Dr., North 
Little Rock, AR
Joel & Nathan Holmes

PJ White, Matt Tuttle, Johnny 
Godair, Myles Young, Caleb 
and Christy Adams, Ron 
Garrett, Jaimee Prado, Tony 
Spell, Ari Prado, Timothy and 
Shanda Lackey, Jonathan 
Alvear, Kathy Sorah, Nathaniel 
Urshan, Charles Robinette

For more info visit
aricm.net

Aug
17-18

Investing in Futures
A conference for those who invest in children. 
Educating, encouraging and equipping chil-
dren’s ministry workers.

Apostolic Sanctuary
1501 John Deere Pkwy
Silvis, IL  61282
Host:  Gary Randol

Gary Randol, Scott Graham, 
Richard Gifford, Sam Emory, 
and Josh Carson

For more info: visit
invest-in-futures.com
(309) 792-0414

Aug 
21

Indiana Bible College Fall Semester Begins
Student Welcome Weekend Aug. 18-19
Classes Begin Aug. 21

Indiana Bible College
1502 Sumner Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
President Paul Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Roden-
bush, Lindel Anderson, 
Dave Brown, Bobby Kill-
mon, Jim Sleeva, others.

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Sept. 
7-8

Mid-America Renewal Conference (MARC)
Indianapolis, Indiana - A Power Packed Preach-
ing Conference in the Heart of the Midwest.

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

To be announced ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Sept 
26-29

93rd Annual UPCI General Conference
Don’t miss it!

Kansas City Convention 
Center, Kansas City, MO

To be announced Online registration, hotel 
reservations and exhibit 
registration available at 
www.upcigc.com

Oct
12-13

Soar 2017
An equipping conference for the North 
American missionary and church planter.
Theme: I Planted

Holiday Inn Conference 
Center, 3100 Wellington 
Place, Janesville, WI 
53546

Marrell Cornwell, Jerry 
Dillon and Bill Hobson

Contact info: David Punzel 
608.921.4971, therock 
churchupci@gmail.com, 
www.therockchurchwi.com

Oct
19-21

MidAmerica Conference
10th Celebration

First Pentecostal Church 
of Jesus Christ, 1401 
Calvary Rd., N. Little 
Rock, AR 72116

To be announced For more information visit 
midamericaconf.com

Nov
1-3

West Coast Conference - Fresno, CA
34th Annual Fresno Meeting

Fresno Convention 
Center, 848 M Street, 
Fresno, CA

Ben Weeks, Greg Wilkins, 
Gary Streeval, James Cork-
ran, O.C. Marler, Tommy 
Johnson and Joseph Clay

For more information 
call: (559) 225-1622  
www.truthtabfresno.org

Feb 
2

Indiana Bible College LIVE RECORDING
Under the direction of Lindel M. Anderson, 
Dean of Music

Calvary Tabernacle
902 Fletcher Ave.
Indianapolis, IN
Host: Paul D. Mooney

Paul Mooney, Rob Roden-
bush, Lindel Anderson, 
IBC Choir, IBC Chorale, IBC 
Praise, others

ibc@apostolic.edu
www.go2ibc.com
or call (317) 262-4030
or (317) 554-8069

Feb
9-11

Wisdom Conference - Sacramento, CA
Bilingual conference!

House of Blessings
7020 East Pkwy
Sacramento, CA

Clifford Readout, Peggy 
Readout, Tom Dibble and 
Danny Aber

For more information 
call 916-428-6200 or visit 
www.cbconnection.org

Feb
2018

WinterFire 2018  
WinterFire’s focus is ministering to those in 
ministry. Our objective is that every member of 
your team will leave renewed and refreshed.

First Cathedral
1151 Blue Hills Ave.
Bloomfield, CT 06002

To be announced For more info: visit
www.winterfire.org or 
visit Instagram/Twitter/
Facebook @winterfireconf

May
2018

Hope Corps Conference 2018 - The Mission
Want to exponentially grow in your personal 
and corporate ministry efforts? Join us for three 
days of incredible services, breakout sessions 
and ministry focused development.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana To be announced Register now at 
hcmission.org

Robert L. Rodenbush

rlrodenbush@earthlink.net
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Carlton L. Coon Sr. pastors SpringfieldCalvary.church (Springfield, 
Missouri). Past director of North American Missions for the UPCI and 
author of 23 books.  For a conversation about revival e-mail carltoncoonsr@
gmail.com.  Blog posts and resources are at carltoncoonsr.com.  On the 
last Tuesday of each month (7:30 CST) join my Facebook Live Webinar 
at Carlton Coon Sr.
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Columnist Forum  

Attention Pastors: Need 
Counseling Help For 
Your Church? Holy Ghost 
Counseling Available

I am an Apostolic (Acts 
2:38) Certified Pastoral 
Counselor 25 years, Bible 

teacher 50 years, Holy Ghost-
filled 62 years. Please go to my website: www.
carolclemans.org and read the ‘about ministry’ 
page – I explain all the issues that I counsel, 
including porn addiction recovery as a Certified 
Sexual Addiction Recovery Facilitator.

1 - I teach for churches/conferences 
nationwide from God’s anointed Word for 
spiritual, emotional and relational growth. 
Seminars: Sexual Purity Seminars for all ages  
& Marriage Seminars from my book: God’s 
Design for Marriage purchase on website or as 
eBook: amazon.com. 

2 - I provide nationwide Bible-based con-
fidential counseling by phone/Facetime/Skype 
& Facebook video messaging for a minimal 
ministry offering explained on website.

3 - Watch my teaching videos on Carol 
Clemans YouTube channel. Read 390+ arti-
cles, videos & book: God’s Design for Marriage 
(shop) on my website - www.carolclemans.org

4 - I provide confidential counsel for pas-
tors and lay people.

5 - I co-counsel with pastors through 
Skype.

6 - I provide a counseling ministry for pas-
tors as needed nationwide as an ‘off site’ minis-
try resource. Please call me (636) 448-0121 - I 
will answer any questions you may have.

7 - I have been writing a monthly column 
on counseling issues for the Perspectives maga-
zine (Indiana Bible College) since 2004.

8 - Pastor Daniel Batchelor of Dupo, Ill. is 
on my Board of Directors for Life Enrichment 
Ministries, Inc. (501c3) www.carolclemans.org

HISTORY: I’m 71 years young involved 
in ministry entire life - married to ordained 
minister, Rev. Harold Clemans. First ten years 
of being a Certified Pastoral Counselor was on 
staff part/time for Bishop Kenneth Haney at 
Christian Life Center, Stockton, Calif. - taught 
six years at Christian Life College under Dr. 
Daniel Segraves - one of six subjects being 
“Principles of Counseling” - read details on 
‘about ministry’ page @ www.carolclemans.
org.

Teaching, counseling and writing from 
God’s Word is my heartbeat to help others heal 
and grow in God (Eph. 4:15). Please call (636) 
448-0121 – leave a message. I have counseled 
for hundreds of pastors in the last 25 years. 

Carol Clemans

As the old saying 
goes, you only get one 
chance to make a first 
impression.

I recently read an 
interesting article about 

a church that saw a 30 percent increase in 
attendance immediately after giving their 
facilities a remodel. From the article, the 
carpet and pews were dated and dingy, 
the windows were drafty and the HVAC 

First Impressions

Delano Sherley

unit was noisy. You may not notice these 
things, but I guarantee your guests do.

As someone who visits quite a few 
churches each year, I get the opportunity 
to view the facilities from the perspec-
tive of a visitor. From the time a guest 
pulls into your parking lot, what does the 
condition of the building and grounds com-
municate? Is the foyer clean and inviting? 
Have you considered the condition of the 
bathrooms lately? Does the building have 
an old or musty odor or one that is clean 
and fresh? Are the ceiling tiles stained? 
Are light bulbs burned out or missing? The 

nursery should be impeccable, especially if 
you are trying to reach young families.

If you aren’t sure what impression 
your facilities have on new guests, have 
someone who doesn’t regularly attend the 
church walk through and tell you. Accord-
ing to the article, it can have a significant 
impact on the number of guests that return 
and decide to call your church home.  

Delano Sherley is a CPA and president of Delano 
Sherley & Associates, Inc. He can be reached at 513-737-1314. 
Delano Sherley & Associates, Inc., 8240 Beckett Park Dr., Suite 
A, West Chester, OH 45069. Email: Delano@dsacpainc.com 
Website: www.dsacpainc.com

n	Accounting & Tax

n  CoonEctions carltoncoonsr@gmail.com
n	Teaching With Variety 
       moehlenpah@aol.com

   Arlo and Jane Moehlenpah taught Teacher Training at 
several Bible Colleges and many seminars. Contact them at 
Moehlenpah@aol.com or 619-852-4979 to order their book 
Teaching with Variety, which has more details on this topic or 
invite them to do a seminar.

In preparing your lessons 
you must determine what you 
want your audience to know, 
feel and do as a result of 
your lesson. Try some of the 

following methods before and after teaching to 
find out what the audience learned. 

A.   Observe their behavior and listen to 
their talk. 

B.  Ask them questions and allow them to 
answer.

C.  Show pictures and have the students 
tell the story.

D.  Have the students arrange charts with 
names, events or books of the Bible in chrono-
logical order.

E.  Play games like those found at (http://
doinggood.org/Games/intro_to_games.htm).

F.   Use “Bee” Format quizzes where the 
students stand in a line. If a student answers 
correctly, he or she remains standing. If not, 
they sit down. The last one standing is the win-
ner. This can be played with teams if you use 
two lines.

G.  Audience Response – a multiple-
choice question is shown with five choices. 
Students answer by raising the number of 
fingers correlating with the choice number.

H.  Give written tests. The main purpose 
of tests is to determine the effectiveness of the 
instruction. True-false questions are probably 
the easiest to create but a student who knows 
practically nothing can score 50% or better. 
Completion questions require the student to 
write the correct answer in a blank. Guessing 
is reduced because the choices are infinite. In 
multiple-choice questions, the student is usually 
given a choice of five answers. In matching 
quizzes, the questions are listed in a column on 
the left side with a blank in front of the ques-
tion to put the letter of the answer. The pos-
sible answers (choices) are listed alphabetically 
in the right column with a letter in front of each 
choice. To reduce guessing have more choices 
than questions and allow choices to be used 
more than once or not at all. The last choice 
can be none of the above. Essay tests allow for 
the expression of thoughts and attitudes, which 
cannot be done with more objective tests.

Don’t just assume your class learned the 
lesson you were presenting – find out by testing.

Evaluating Your Teaching 
(How Do You Find Out If They 

Learned?)

Arlo Moehlenpah

Simple. We seldom 
preach to sinners.

G.A. Mangun and 
Kenneth Haney preached 

to sinners every Sunday. It worked for them. 
They raised some of the greatest churches 
in North America. Preaching to the lost will 
also work for you. We lose our focus when 
we do not consistently preach to the lost.

John Wesley taught preachers, “You 
have nothing to do but save souls. You 
are not to preach so many times  . . . but 
to save as many souls as you can.” Henry 
Ward Beecher put it, “A sermon is not like 
a Chinese firecracker to be fired off for the 
noise it makes. It is a hunter’s gun, and at 
every discharge he should look to see his 
game fall.” A hunter does not kill game he 
doesn’t shoot at. Luke 15 shows the shep-
herd’s priority. He sought the lost. We must 
do the same.

A regiment was on leave during World 
War I. One Sunday the soldiers were 
nervous. Artillery could be heard. Soon, 
the leaves were cancelled. The battle of the 
Somme had started. Before embarking, the 
regiment went to church. The nervous men 
needed to hear “good news.”

That day a chaplain preached on the 
purpose of the Ephesian letter. He conclud-
ed, “Thus it is evident that the letter was 
not addressed to the Ephesian church, but 
rather to the church at Laodicea.” Men who 
came to church needing the gospel did not 
hear it. The message missed the moment of 
opportunity.

Eventually, God helped me learn to 
preach to the lost. You can too. It will make 
the difference in church growth. My discov-
eries are part of Masterful Preaching – Re-
storing the Place of Good News Preaching 
at carltoncoonsr.com.

Do You Know the ONE Big 
Mistake That Keeps a Church 

From Growing?

Carlton L. Coon Sr.



 Recently, President Donald Trump signed an executive 
order on “Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty.” 
While some Christians praised the order, others expressed 
disappointment that it did not go far enough in protecting 
religious liberty. Here are four facts about the order:

1. What is an Executive Order? An executive order is an 
official document, signed by the president, used to manage the 
federal government. While a president cannot directly create a 
new law or sign an executive order that violates existing law, 
he or she can use an executive order to specify how laws will 
be carried out or direct how a federal agency will carry out a 
task. 

2. What does the executive branch commit to in the order? 
The first section of this executive order announces the Trump 
administration’s intent when it comes to executive policy to 
“vigorously enforce federal law’s robust protections for religious 
freedom.” The order says, “Federal law protects the freedom 
of Americans and their organizations to exercise religion and 
participate fully in civic life without undue interference by the 
federal government.” 

3. What does the order say about the Johnson Amend-
ment? The second section states that all executive depart-
ments and agencies “shall, to the greatest extent practicable 
and to the extent permitted by law, respect and protect the 
freedom of persons and organizations to engage in religious 
and political speech.” The order also specifically states the 
Department of Treasury will not impose any tax penalties or 
deny tax-exempt status for any individual, house of worship, 
or other religious organization that speaks about “moral or 
political issues from a religious perspective” or intervenes in a 
“political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) a candi-
date for public office.” 

4. What does the order say about religious liberty and 
healthcare? The third section states that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of Labor, and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services “shall consider issuing amended regula-
tions, consistent with applicable law, to address conscience-
based objections to the preventive-care mandate” of the 
Affordable Health Care Act.

Study: Only 17% of Christians 
Have Biblical Worldview

THAT’S OUTRAGEOUS

World News  a n  a p o s t o l i c  e y e  o n  e v e n t s  k t r e n d s

Is Trump’s Executive Order on 
Religious Liberty Effective? 

SOCIETAL TRENDS

ibc  perspectives  -  vol. 27, no. 7 17

Barna research shows that 
Christians in the U.S. are “absorbing” 
non-biblical worldviews. The study, 
conducted with Summit Ministries, 
found that only 17% of Christians had 
a “biblical worldview.” Instead, the 
study found “strong agreement with 
ideas unique to non-biblical worldviews 
among practicing Christians.”

The study showed that four in 10 
practicing Christians were sympathetic 
to some Muslim teachings, 61 
percent agreed with New Spirituality 
ideas, 54 percent could agree with 
postmodernist views, 36 percent 
agreed with some Marxist ideas and 29 
percent believed some secularist ideas.

In one question asked in the study, 
about three in 10 practicing Christians 
said they strongly agree that “all people 
pray to the same god or spirit, no 
matter what name they use for that 
spiritual being.” Younger people were 
more than eight times as likely to 
accept these “non-biblical” worldviews 
than older people. According to the 
study, men were more open to the 
ideas than women.

Planned Parenthood 
Names Hillary Clinton 

“Champion of Century”  

Recently, former Democratic 
presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton was given an award from 
Planned Parenthood at the orga-
nization’s centennial gala. Clinton 
received the “Champion of the 
Century” award at Planned Parent-
hood’s “100 Years Strong: The 
Celebration of a Century” celebra-
tion “for her 40 years of service to 
women and girls in this country,” 
according to Planned Parenthood’s 
press release.

National Review 
contributor Alexandra Desanctis 
writes that, rather than serving 
“women and girls in this country,” 
Clinton has been a consistent 
champion of abortion.

Desanctis also notes that 
Clinton has already received the 
“Margaret Sanger” award from 
Planned Parenthood. Margaret 
Sanger, the organization’s founder, 
was a proponent of eugenics.

Clinton was also a driving force 
behind the Democratic party’s 
updated platform regarding abortion 
which is its most pro-abortion 
platform ever. The updated platform 
includes advocating for the repeal of 
the Hyde Amendment, which bans 
taxpayer funding of abortion.

Clinton has long held close 
ties to Planned Parenthood, as has 
the Democratic party in general. 
Desanctis notes that Planned 
Parenthood President Cecile 
Richards campaigned for Clinton, 
and her organization donated 
around $38 million to Democratic 
candidates in the 2016 election 
cycle.

Additionally, the work Planned 
Parenthood claims to do for 
women is highly exaggerated. The 
organization reportedly provides less 
than one percent of Pap tests in the 
country and less than two percent 
of the country’s breast exams and 
cancer screenings, despite its claims 
to the contrary. They do, however, 
provide 325,000 abortions each 
year.

THAT’S OUTRAGEOUS

Religion and astronomy may not 
overlap often, but a new NASA X-ray 
image captures a celestial object that 
resembles the “hand of God.”

The cosmic “hand of God” 
photo was produced when a star 
exploded and 
ejected an 
enormous cloud 
of material, which 
NASA’s Nuclear 
Spectroscopic 
Telescope Array, or 
NuSTAR, glimpsed 
in high-energy 
X-rays, shown in 
blue in the photo. 
NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory 
had imaged the green and red parts 
previously, using lower-energy X-rays.

“NuSTAR’s unique viewpoint, in 
seeing the highest-energy X-rays, is 
showing us well-studied objects and 
regions in a whole new light,” said Fiona 
Harrison, NuSTAR telescope principle 
investigator, of the California Institute of 
Technology in Pasadena.

The “hand of God” image is an 
example of pareidolia, the psychological 
phenomenon of perceiving familiar 
shapes in random or vague images. 
Other common forms of pareidolia 
include seeing animals or faces in 
clouds, or the man in the moon. Despite 
its supernatural appearance, scientists 
say, the “hand of God” was produced 
by natural astrophysical phenomena.

“Hand of God” Image 
Appears on NASA X-Ray 

SCIENTIFIC TRENDS

n   Dr. Andrew Snelling, a  
scientist and researcher, is also 
a committed man of faith. Re-
cently, Dr. Snelling, who works 
for Ken Ham’s Kentucky-based 
Answers in Genesis, submitted 
a request to Grand Canyon 
National Park (GCNP) to col-
lect and analyze soil and rock 
samples, but GCNP denied his 
request. Dr. Snelling reapplied 
and was given permission to 
collect samples from limited 
areas, but the Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom has filed a lawsuit 
in federal court, alleging that he 

was discriminated against on 
the basis of his faith.
 n   Oklahoma’s House of 
Representatives has passed a 
resolution declaring abortion 
to be murder and calling on 
state officials to protect life at 
any state. House Resolution 
1004 states that “all human life 
is protected by God’s law and 
the highest laws of the land.” 
The Resolution calls on state 
officials at every level to work 
to support life, rather than al-
lowing it to be destroyed via 
abortion. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Cecile Richards, president of Planned Parent-
hood, with Hillary Clinton
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The Cross and Beyond 
The cross of Christ, although crucial, was only one facet 

of THE MISSION. In the battle plans of time, God has one 
mission and that is to “seek and to save that which is lost.” 
In Luke 19:10, the “Son of man” came to do just that. John 
3:16-17 states, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.”

The work of Christ on the cross made a way for us to 
realign ourselves into proper relationship with God. The cross 
itself cannot necessarily save anyone; THE MISSION far 
exceeds that. God was made flesh and dwelt among us. He 
died in order to rise again and ascend to sit at the right hand 
of God. The promised Comforter was sent to empower the 
hearts of humankind. 

This Holy Ghost power went far beyond human intel-
ligence and aspiration. The Comforter was a continuation of 
God’s mission. When individuals receive the Holy Ghost, they 
are willingly drafted as a soldier into God’s Army.

THE MISSION was never intended to stop at the cross. 
There was a purpose and plan to fulfill. This work continues 
in the lives of those whose hearts have been washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. One might wonder why God does not just 
save all humanity in an instant. 

Although God could reach man on His own, God desires 
to fill and enable us to work in His Kingdom. He drew the 
battle plans and wants you to play the part of the life and 
hope-speaking soldier to those who are lost. This is THE MIS-
SION. Let us consider the biblical character, Gideon.

Why Gideon?
God chose Gideon to free the people of Israel. An army 

of 32,000 men were prepared to follow Gideon and battle 
against the large armies of the Midianites. God said that there 
were too many Israelites so he sent home 22,000 who were 
afraid and 9,700 who lapped water. Gideon was now left with 
300 men. 

In reality, God did not even need the help of those 300 
to defeat the Midianites. God could have done it alone, but 
He chose to include man in THE MISSION. The elimination 
process allowed many more people to understand the mag-
nitude of the Israelite victory. Those who were sent home for 
fear no doubt talked with their families about those who still 
remained. The men who lapped water and were sent home 
were waiting for God to do the miraculous. 

With those 300 men, God brought a great deliverance for 
the children of Israel. Everybody knew that it was God, and 
He alone received the glory. It is interesting to note that even 
those who did not go to battle still played a part in what God 
was doing. God is still in the process of choosing men to join 
THE MISSION. 

Why Me?
John 15:16 asserts, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 

chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever 
ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 
Deut. 7:7 harmonizes by saying, “The LORD did not set 
his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more 

Transcribed by Maranatha Gannon
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in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 
people:”

When God chooses, it is not the same as when man 
chooses. God does not look at your abilities, looks, talents or 
dress. He chooses you because He loves you. He chooses us 
in all our brokenness. Our abilities are not MISSION CRITI-
CAL; however, there are four things that are critical.

The Holy Ghost
It is MISSION CRITICAL that we are filled with the Holy 

Ghost. We need to know Him in order to be effective in our 
communities, at work and in our churches. The Holy Ghost 
empowers us to be world changers on the battlefield. God 
must work through us, and in order for that to occur, we must 
possess the attribute of humility. 

Humility
God decides how THE MISSION unfolds. We must take 

our orders from Him. This requires us to humble our will. 
Although it is difficult for women, it appears that humility is 
much harder for men to demonstrate. We are full of pride and 
like to be in control. It goes against our flesh to enter into a 
relationship where we must submit our every will to Him. In 
other words, we must be willing to do whatever He desires 
and asks. Our ambitions must align with what God wants and 
not what we want. Humility is hard, but it is MISSION CRITI-
CAL.  

Today there are those who become a part of Christianity 
yet are unwilling to submit anything to God. What does Chris-
tianity mean to them when there is no change or deliverance? 
Why even go there if you are not submitted or sold out to it? 
These actions lead to unbelief and ultimately destruction. 

Unbelief is something we all deal with, just as the father 
of a possessed child did in Mark 9:17-24. It is in this passage 
that we see unbelief transformed because of humility. This 
father’s plea of, “…Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief,” 
was the humble precursor to a miraculous deliverance.  

If we can come to the place of humility that this man 
reached for his son, then we have met the MISSION CRITI-
CAL mark. You have to humble yourself so God can use you. 
It is God using us, not us using God. He is God, and we are 
not! We have to humble ourselves so we can trust, rely and 
lean on Him. It is easy to say “I believe,” but we must go a step 
further and ask God to help us cast off those things that pre-
vent us from completely trusting, relying and leaning on Him. 

Jesus is the head of the church, and the church is the 
body of Christ. God has chosen and designated the body to 
do the work. He has picked you to be a part of what He is 
going to do today, tomorrow and to the very end. He has a 
church to seek and save those that are lost. 

Combat Preparation
Preaching in a pulpit, leading worship service, and talking 

with people in coffee shops is the riveting action found on 
the battlefields. As men, we desire to be out where the action 
and public heroism seem to abound. Although there are many 
battles to be fought, not every aspect of war is battle. 

When not in the heat of battle, the soldier is condition-
ing himself for combat. Any soldier worth his salt is doing 
either one of two things. He is either in battle or conditioning 
himself to step into battle. There is no off season. There is no 
down time. 

If you coast or disconnect from the skill sets that are 
needed in the battle, then you will not survive when you 
return to the battlefront. You will not make it, and you will not 
be an effective soldier on the battlefield. In retrospect to the 
story of the humble father and delivered son, it is the disciples 
that shed light on the final two MISSION CRITICAL aspects. 

Mark 9:29 reveals Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ question 
of why they could not cast the demon out of the child. This 
deliverance could “come forth by nothing, but by prayer and 

fasting.” These two 
vital pieces are critical 
because they keep you 
alert and aware of the 
battle, God’s orders, 
and the part you play.

Prayer 
Prayer is not 

glorious. It is often 
done alone in the 
trenches and not in 
the heat or glory of 
battle. Regardless, it is 
MISSION CRITICAL. 
Prayer is an opening 
of communication 
between you and God. 
It allows you to speak 
freely to Him. Praying 
in groups or with your 
spouse is important, but 
there are times when you must pray alone. It is in these times 
that you can truly be honest with yourself and God. You can-
not pray in the presence of others like you can pray in only 
His presence. Every struggle, weakness and question that you 
have can be voiced at this time. It is here that God can speak 
into your life. You will not experience peace or that special 
touch any other way. Attending church services, preaching in 
the pulpit or teaching Bible studies will not bring you to that 
secret place. 

Fasting
Fasting is training. When you fast, you are training your 

flesh. Food is one of the most desirable things for a person. 
It is natural for us to desire food and for us to eat. We do not 
have to tell our bodies that we are hungry. When we fast from 
food, or anything for that matter, we are telling our flesh that 
it is not in control. 

The flesh becomes subjected to the Spirit when you fast. 
Fasting is training, and that is why you cannot do it just once. 
A one-time, 40-day Daniel fast will not be sufficient for the 
next five years. One must fast on a regular and consistent 
basis just as one trains for a sport, or works to master an 
instrument. In order to build up strength, you must continue 
to engage and practice it.  

Fasting will enable you to resist temptation. Spiritual 
strength, gained through fasting, empowers one to say no 
when temptations come. If your flesh is familiar with denial, 
you will be strong enough to refuse the lures of the devil. 
You will be able to resist the temptation. You need regular, 
scheduled fasting. This world is coming too fast for you not to 
be training and conditioning your flesh. 

Mission Critical 
It is God’s desire and mission to “seek and to save” the 

lost. Those who are not found are entering an eternity of 
damnation. God chose humanity to take part in the finding 
and freeing of those who are lost and bound. Although the 
battle is bleak and the task great, we can take courage in the 
reality that God has chosen us not for our abilities or talents 
but rather our involvement in a redemptive MISSION. He has 
placed a calling on our lives to complete this task. If we are 
going to be the vessels of honor, the body of Christ and sol-
diers of the King, then we must understand what is MISSION 
CRITICAL. The empowerment of the Holy Ghost coupled 
with humility, prayer and fasting will ensure the greatest vic-
tory known to mankind and the realization and culmination of 
THE MISSION. 

The Juan Lopez family
Indianapolis, Ind.

         Guest Pulpit

Bio:  Bro. Juan Lopez and his family attend Calvary Tabernacle in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. He serves as director of the Young Adults Ministry. 
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Exciting, 
innovative and 
effective, the Gos-
pel Banner Pen 
makes it easier 
than ever to carry 
a Bible study with 
you wherever you 
go. Win and dis-
ciple your friends 
at school, a coffee 
shop, a college 

campus, or anywhere you like with this 
new Bible study called The Gospel. The 
pen has a pull-out Bible study based on 
The Gospel Bible Study that is simple, yet 
effective.

“The Gospel is a short five-lesson 
study that covers the topics of sin, 
redemption, repentance, baptism in 
Jesus’ name, and the infilling of the Holy 
Ghost,” said Sis. Tamra Schultz, admin-
istrative secretary of the UPC General 
Youth Division. “There are five things we 
must understand so we can be saved and 
begin a relationship with Jesus, and this 
Bible study covers those aspects of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. SIN: covering the 
fall of man and the debt of humankind, 
JESUS: covering who Jesus is and why 
He matters to salvation, REPENTANCE: 
covering what it means to truly turn back 
to God, BAPTISM: covering the impor-
tance of baptism in the name of Jesus, 
HOLY GHOST/HOLY SPIRIT: covering 
the power and necessity of a spiritual 
infilling.”

The Gospel Banner Pen has been 
described as simple and engaging but, 
best of all, a resource that’s completely 
Apostolic. “The Gospel Bible Study is 
produced by students for students and is 
sponsored by the General 
Youth Division,” explained 
Sis. Schultz. “With the in-
clusion of the Banner Pen, 
it’s the gospel on the go. 
You are now able to carry 
the gospel in your pocket.”

The Gospel Bible 
Study is available for free 
download and is available 
free via mobile app or for 
a small price in print. “The 

By Gregg Stone

Every fol-
lower of Jesus will 
endure trials and 
tests. In his new 
book, Ten Tests 
That Every Chris-
tian Must Take, 
Pastor Michael 
Wiltcher describes 
tests of humil-
ity, motivation, 
obedience, trust, 

conviction, criticism, confusion, adversity, 
faithfulness and love. He encourages 
Christians to allow these tests to make 
them stronger.

The book was developed from a 
14-week Bible study series taught in 2004 
by Bro. Wiltcher, who pastors United Pen-
tecostal Church of Bridgeport, Texas. His 
wife, Jackie, strongly encouraged him to 
put the series into book form. He agreed, 
thinking that it would be a great way to 
share with others how God uses adversi-
ties to develop our faith. The book was 
designed to help Christians of every faith, 
despite their age or background.

Most chapters open with a fictional 

account of stories in the Bible. To achieve 
continuity within the book, there are tran-
sitions into a commentary by means of a 
fictional account of entering a classroom 
to face a test.  People can relate to stories 
and remember them more so than a com-
mentary. Combining both sto-
ries and commentary seemed 
to be the most effective way 
to communicate the mate-
rial. This is the method Jesus 
used. He taught many truths 
by opening with an unforget-
table story or parable.

According to Pastor 
Wiltcher, the most effec-
tive way to use the book is 
to pause at the end of each 
chapter and reflect on how 
God has tested the reader on 
the subject matter. Reflection 
on how well we did on a “test” 
allows us to see where we can improve, 
and celebrate where we have progressed 
in our Christian growth.

The book also makes a great study 
tool. Several pastors across the nation 
have taught the lessons as a Wednes-

day night or Sunday school series. Each 
have shared that it was helpful and well 
received. The book has also been used as 
a study guide in a house group setting.

The feedback on the book has been 
astounding, said Pastor Wiltcher. The first 

printing sold out within a 
week. The third reprinting 
has nearly sold out in less 
than a year. “Those who 
have taken the time to com-
ment have been exception-
ally kind in their remarks,” 
he said. “Some stated that 
everyone would benefit from 
reading it.”

The retail price for Ten 
Tests That Every Christian 
Must Take is $16.95. The 
book is available through the 
Pentecostal Publishing House 
and the White Steeple book-

store in Alexandria, Louisiana. It can be 
ordered directly through Pastor Wiltcher 
by emailing a request to parson55@
icloud.com. You may also call or text Pas-
tor Wiltcher at (940) 393-3467. Electronic 
copies can be ordered through Amazon.
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Pastor Michael Wiltcher
Bridgeport, Texas

teacher’s notes are in PDF and can be 
printed or used with an e-reader,” said 
Sis. Schultz.  “Also available are free video 
illustrations. Each video features Apostolic 
students and young adults explaining a 
biblical principle in a creative and compel-
ling way.”

The Gospel Banner Pen is available 
at the General Youth Division online store 
located at www.generalyouthdivision.com. 
They are $2 each. 

There are no bundle deals as this is 
the wholesale cost. The pen has a pull-out 
Bible study based on The Gospel Bible 
Study.

Apostolic Ministry

Gospel Banner Pen 
Unique Tool Creates Opportunity to Carry a Bible Study Wherever You Go

The Gospel Banner Pen

By Brittney Ragan

Sis. Tamra Schultz
Administrative Secretary, GYD

Ten Tests That Every Christian Must Take 
Apostolic Book Highlights Ways God Uses Adversity to Help Develop Our Faith
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Zion Church Builders has 
b e e n d e s i g n i n g a n d 
building churches since 
1965.  The company is owned by Jim 

Hinze, who has over 38 years experience in 

church design and construction.  Since 1965, 

Zion has built over 1,500 churches in 40 

different states.  We only build churches and 

specialize in church buildings of all sizes and 

designs.  Our philosophy is to enable 

churches to save as much as 20% to 40% 

over using a general contractor.  Zion Church 

Builders’ continued growth is due to strong 

referrals from our completed churches.    

The goal of Zion Church Builders has always 

been to provide our clients with the best 

professional services available.   We are 

dedicated to the belief that every church 

deserves its own original concept to design 

and function.  This policy eliminates stock or 

off-the-shelf type plans, which seldom provide 

adequate solutions to the individual needs of 

every church.  No church is too small or too 

large to fit into our program.  We have worked 

with groups ranging from 18 to 3500.  We 

pledge to commit our combined expertise and 

personnel in order to help you design and build 

your new facility.

     

PO Box 218   Mattawan, Michigan 49071    Tel: 269.544.7211  Fax: 269.544.7216                                                                 
E-Mail:    zionchurchbuilders@gmail.com  

On the web at www.zionchurchbuilders.com or check us out on Facebook!
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Word To The Wise:

“A pessimist is someone who, when opportunity knocks, 
complains about the noise.”

* * * * * * *
A nun who worked for a local home health care agency was 

out making her rounds when she ran out of gas. As luck would 
have it, there was a station just down the street. She walked to the 
station to borrow a can with enough gas to start the car and drive 
to the station for a fill-up.

The attendant regretfully told her that the only can he owned 
had just been loaned out, but if she would care to wait he was sure 
it would be back shortly.

Since the nun was on the way to see a patient she decided not 
to wait and walked back to her car. After looking through her car 
for something to carry to the station to fill with gas, she spotted 
a bedpan she was taking to the patient. Always resourceful, she 
carried it to the station, filled it with gasoline and carried it back to 
her car.

As she was pouring the gas into the tank of her car, two men 
walked by. One of them turned to the other and said, “Now that’s 
what I call faith!”

Smiles & Humor

A child comes home from his first day at school.
His mother asks, “Well, what did you learn today?”
The kid replies, “Not enough. They want me to come back tomorrow.”

On one particular Sunday, the pastor was emphasizing the im-
portance of everyone giving their tithes and offerings. He went on to 
challenge the people to give enthusiastically because II Corinthians 
9:7 says that “God loves a cheerful giver.”

As the plate was passed, a little boy in the second pew quickly 
slipped off his neck tie and placed it into the offering plate. His 
mother, absolutely mortified, asked him what in the world he 
thought he was doing.

The boy replied, “The pastor said to put your ties in the offering 
plate and do it joyfully. I love that man!”

“... and thank you for our new padded pews which allows 
certain congregation members to catch up on their sleep 

during my sermon!”

Church Mice.

A young woman brought her fiancé home to meet her parents. Af-
ter dinner, her mother told her father to find out about the young man. 
The father invited the fiancé to his study for a talk.

“So, what are your plans?” the father asked the young man.
“I am a biblical scholar,” he replied.
“A biblical scholar, hmmm?” the father said. “Admirable, but what 

will you do to provide a nice house for my daughter to live in?”
“I will study,” the young man replied, “and God will provide for us.”
“And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she 

deserves?” asked the father.
“I will concentrate on my studies,” the young man replied, “God 

will provide for us.”
“And children?” asked the father. “How will you support children?”
“Don’t worry, sir, God will provide,” replied the fiancé.
The conversation continued like this, and each time the father 

questioned, the young idealist insisted that God would provide.
Later, the mother asked, “How did it go, honey?”
The father answered, “He has no job and no plans, and he thinks 

I’m God.”

* * * * * * *

“Okay, come at me like you don’t plan to tithe.”

A Quaker farmer was milking his cow when she switched him in 
the face with her tail.

He patiently said, “Cow, thou shalt not do that.”
He kept milking until she kicked and sent the half-filled milk pail 

tumbling across the barn, spilling and ruining the milk.
The farmer went around to face the cow and took her horns 

in his big, calloused hands. He looked at her and said, “Cow, thou 
knowest that I am a Quaker and that I cannot strike thee. But cow, 
thou also must know that I can sell thee to a Baptist.”

* * * * * * *
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July 21 – 22, 2017 
 

 
SPEAKER:   

                                    Linda Massengale, 
                                    Indiana Deaf Ministry  
                                    Director 
 
 

                                     
 

 

  OPEN TO ANYONE INTERESTED IN DEAF MINISTRY 
 

Place:  Indiana District Camp Ground, 1900 E. 
     Broadway St., Fortville, IN  46040   
   Fellowship Hall (Behind Kitchen) 
   Questions:  Contact Cammy Fox  

                                       260-639-2176 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
                 REGISTRATION:        Please mail to:  Indiana District Hands for the Harvest 
                                                                                             Cammy Fox 
                                                                                                   8228 Dafforn Rd.         Only $10    
                                                      Churubusco,  IN  46723          $15 per couple 
 
                   Name: ________________________________________________  Spouse:  ____________________________________ 
                     Address:  _____________________________________________  Email:  ______________________________________ 
           Church Name:  _______________________________________  Phone:  ______________________________________ 
   
              Registration fees will be collected at door.  Registration includes overnight accommodations and 
                           food.  Please bring own sheets, blankets, pillow, and toiletries. 

Registration also available at www.inupci.org or  
“Indiana District””Hands for the Harvest” Deaf Ministry on Facebook 
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